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DispfUal subtikter, graoiter, ornate: frequenter etiam Platonicam 
tOam, suhlmitatem et latiitutmem ejfingit, Sermo ett copiosta et 
varhu: duki* in prhnis, et qtd repugrumtes qiioque ducat et »n<» 
pellat» Ad hoCf proceritas corporis, decora facwt* Qutt Ucet 
fortuita et inama putentur, ilfi tamen plurhnum venerationis 
aequiruni, Ntdlut horror in vrdtn, mdla tristitia, mttUum severi" 
tatit .* reverearit ocatrsum, non reformidest Vita sanctifat summd, 
comitas par, Insectatur viti/r, non homines : nee casHgat errani- 
tes, sed emendat, Sequaris momentbm attbntus et pendens; 

ET PERSUADEJIE TIBI, ETIAM QUUM PER8UA8ERIT, CUPIA8. PUo. 

His argumeotation was acute, grave, and polished; it 
quently even represented the Platonic sublimity an<? 
pass. His style, copious and diversified ; opening uf 
with such sweetnete as to draw and allure you in \ 
your prejudices. Add to this a portly figure and a ha 
countenance ; which circumstances, however accidc 
trifling they may be esteemed, much enhanced the . 
impression of respect which his presence created. >1. 
harsh or gloomy in his looks, but a dignified severity, 
approach inspired awe, but not alarm. If the sanctity 
his life is great, his urbanity is not less conspicuous. O 
vices, and not ourselves, are the subject of his reprobation. 
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ve long regarded my readers in the light of a 
that belongs to me; and as the interest with 
[ espouse them, has hecome of the most cor- 
d by exercise and cultivation ; I cannot view 
athering again around me, withoat those corn- 
emotions of doniestic aflectton, which animate 
;ting of relatione that hare been some time 
ed. But though my pen has been long idle, 
ours hare not altogeiher been suspended. I 
■en employed in looking around in the resorts 
y, and the busiest scenes of active life, for 
latter of contemplation, fresh subjects of 
lent, and fresh sources of instruction. My 
rings new energy to its ta^ after this interval 
nation; and my spirits have acquired an ala- 
hich throws a gay colouring over the objects 
lucubrations, and enables me, in spite of grey 
id growing infirmity, to look at life through 
litly medium, and to deck out my topics iit 
ss of good-humour. 

hat flexibility of thought, and diversity of 
in, which is necessary to the execution of my 
nothing is more essential than an habitual 
ilness; for it is the nature of melancholy, not 
contract the mind, and destroy its fecundity, 
Iraw to a point that latitude of discrimination, 
ch alone a good judgement can be founded, 
mixed and modified condition of human aSairs. 
st security against this gloominess of disposi- 
:cept the natural boon of a happy temper, is ti> 
eas early ^ possible from the mind, all splen- 
ivs of lilc, and sanguine expectations of the 
which, by accumulating particular disappoint 
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luents, are sure, in the end, to discolour tli< 
character of our thoughts and maxims. 
particular advantages which I derive from 
nity of disposition, display themselves in n 
character, and help very much to qualify i 
charge of dealing forth advice to the wel 
part of my readers : for I know of nothin 
damps the edicacy of counsel, as a suspicii 
it bottomed in disgust or disappointment, 
flows more from the character than the e 
of the person who lends it. Of all the tah 
lie .within the the compass of our ability, 
none which comprehend a greater range ot 
tions, than the art of giving advice. To 
belong that delicate art which Fersiua att 
Horace in these well-known lines. 



Oi»«i"/*r 


vilirim riiienti F^eccui amko 


3injit,e(orf««MCi« 


COM rnjECUBDI* tU 


' Onlike in 


method, wi 


th fonccal'd I'eiis 


Did crafty 


Horace his low ouinbers ioii 


And with a sly iDSinu. 


ating gr.ie« 


Laugii'd al 




audlook'dlrimir 


Would rai 


se B blu^li, ' 




AndticUc 


:, while he i 


;ently prob'd the 



If nothing more were necessary to ensii 
cess than its own internal recommendatii 
man offense, education, and experience, 
fully accomplished for the task ; but,  
these pretensions are of trifling av^l, with 
t£un prejudice of character, and command i 
without that selection of opportunity, of tho 
Itmpora fundi " and that grace of insinuat 
are advantages tliat result oaly from long 
experience in human afiairs, and are fruits 
flowly iu'a mind where even the soil and 
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lit although tfa 
cessary to authoriie advict, are thus formidably m 

iret there is no undertakiag in which we more nEea> 
essly embark ; and the meanest among us are evety 
day exalting themselves into the chur, from a pert 
propensity to rule and dogmatlBm. This promptitude 
to interpose advice, is particularly common to cha- 
racters remarkable for their enthusiasm and precipi- 
tation; who, for the greater part, discover plainly, 
by their egotism and sufficiency, that they are more 
occupied with themselves, than the persons whcHn 
they charitably espouse. 

Another set of miqualified lawgivers are those who, 
af^r a youth besotted with idleness and dissipation, 
claim the privilege of schooling the world; — a de- 
scription of people whom I regard as noway superior 
to broken merchants, that will give you plenty of 
notes, while they are without a shilling in their 
colTera. Such are misled by a notion, tliat maturity 
of mind is to be calculated by years; and that dis- 
cretion is a plant of spontaneous growth, which, if 
you give it time, vill rise to as high perfection in a 
wilderness as in a cultivated garden. 

I conceive that it would be wonderfully for the 
idvantage of the political, as well as the petty con- 
«ms of life, if any way could be tbund of lessening 
he quantity of advioe in the country; instead of 
rhich, we are costented to import it from our con- 
inental neighbours, at a price which leaves us most 
lotorioua losei^, and turns the balance most cruelly 
a our disfiivour. — Our vestries, our clubs, and our 
ssociations, have lately brought us such an overflow 
if this commodity, that the operations of productive 
ndustry are in danger of being embarrassed thereby ; 
or I have remarked that the quantity of activity ia 
^nerally in a reverse proportkm to the quantity of 
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counsel ; and that where very many suppose in them- 
selves an ability to advise, but very few feel the obli- 
gation to perform. 

It is one of our family maxims, derived to us 
through many generations, never to take advice from 
the unfortunate, or from those who have bought ex- 
perience at the expense of their honour, their repu> 
tation, or their happiness; which maxim is founded 
on a suspicion^ that in these cases a levelling wish 
may lurk at the bottom, and on a persuasion that no 
man is pleased with raising a contrast to deepen the 
shades of his own inferiority. Those who build their 
pretensions to advise, simply upon their experience, 
may not improperly be denomuiaEed a species of 

3uacks in morality; while those only can be consi- 
ered as regularly bred to the art of administering 
counsel, whose minds have been matured by contem- 
plation and study, whose knowledge has been digested 
through a long course of tranquil reflection, and 
whose observation has run parallel with their experi- 
ence through the whole tenour of their lives. 

An Utopian speculatist might aiuuse himself with 
planning a deparunent in eveiy district, or parish, 
which should be called the office of advice; from 
which might issue certificates and testimonials, con- 
stituting such only dispensers of counsel, who could 
prove themselves qualified by producing a counte- 
nance of health and cheerfulness, a charac 
peached, and the means of a comfortable su 
for though, in some cases, siifliclent ability 
found where these documents are wanting 
a solitary exception or so, one would not 
rule which would preclude so much imi: 
and help so materially to debarrass the r 
business and activity. There is something 
aflirmativB testimony with which those 
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their advice^ who carry in their own persons the sab- 
stantial proofs of its good consequences, that is great- 
ly more animating and decisive than those negative 
argaments which an experience in vice will alford 
us in the defence of virtue. If we change the ap- 
blication of this remark, we shall find it equally true 
m what respects the interests of immorality: thus, 
one affirmative proof of the success of gaming, will 
easily overbalance the testimony of a hundred mar- 
t3rrs to its ruinous infatuation. 

It is pleasing thus to contemplate virtue in this 
light of worldly importance ; to view her intrenching 
herself in human policy and wisdom, and asserting 
her claim to temporal advantages; to behold her 
high prerogatives over vice, her superiority of con- 
troul, and the more impos'mg weight of her authori- 
ty ; and to regard that slow and certain operation, 
with which these advantages have endowed her, to- 
wards extending her dominion on earth, and propa- 
gating her culture among mankind. 

It was a saying of St Augustine, that if the 
conduct of a man be at variance with the salutary 
advice he exhibits, we should regard him as a direct- 
ing-post, which is not the less to be attended to, 
because it has never gone the way to which it directs 
us. The allusion is neat, but the reasoning is falla- 
cious ; since the circumstances of man are so different 
from those of a directing-post, and since it is on the 
neglect of a capacity, which the directing-post is 
without, that we found our suspicion of the motives 
which govern advice. In regard to the delicacy 
and difficulty attending the task of administering 
advice, there is a passage in the Nigrinus of Lucian, 
which aflbrds some very sensible hints. After a 
long discourse held by that philosopher, in which 
«^ great variety of useful precepts are contained, h« 
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thus Speaks of the impression that was made upon 
him: 

'* He concluded with a number of excellent re- 
marks of the same nature : I was divided between 
astonishment at what I heard^ and apprehension lest 
he should add nothing more. For a long time my 
eyes were fixed on him ; my head turned round ; and 
so oppressed was I with my veneration for him, that 
I almost sunk under a sense of my own inferiority. 
My tongue faltered, my voice forsook me ; till at 
length my bosom discharged itself in a flood of tears. 
It was not a slight touch his discourse had given me, 
that merely raised the skin ; but it was a deep and 
thorough wound, that pierced to my very soul. A 
mind with good dispositions may be compared to 
a soft mark or butt, on which numberless archers 
exert their skill, with their quivers full of pointed 
speeches ; but to take a judicious aim is an excellence 
to which but few attain. Some, by stretching the 
cord too tight, send the arrow with more force than 
is necessary ; so that, instead of fixing itself in the 
butt, it passes through, and leaves a gaping wound 
behind ; while others, for want of sufficient strength, 
fall short of the mark, and are unable to send their ar- 
rows above half way ; or if they complete their course, 
they give but a feeble touch, and then fall ineffectual 
to the ground. But the dexterous bowman begins 
with examining the quality of the material against 
which he is to shoot, that he may exert a force pro- 
portionate to its hardness or softness; and the' 
dipping his arrow, not in poi«on like the Scythiar 
or in opium like the Curetes, but in a liquor proper 
prepaid for the purpose, takes a deliberate amd ace 
rate aim^ and fixes his weapon in the centre of I 
object, whence it diffuses around a medicinal virtue. 

What trutiis in respect to archery ^s passage 
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ij IB not my concern; but in what regard* 
of advice, the author has shown some 
e with the baniaa heart. As to myself, 
:nce it has become to deal forth acertain 
advice in every week, I have felt the 
u and difficulty that such aduty imposes; 
:tuating sale of these papers, from the 
imations which are put upon them, affords 
on by which to jud^e of the humours of 
. and of the most eligible forms under 
saome counsel can be administered. One 
irase has sometimes lost me a dozen of 
; and my correspondent assures me, that 
)'3 being made to introduce my piqier 
lie dilellattli society ia the Borough, it 
sfiilly opposed by a snutf- seller's wife, 
[fence at the mention of tobacco-stopper 
paper, as too omary a. word for the ele- 
cter of their meeting. 
:cdote, furnished by my correspMident, 
y natural sensibility to reproof from the 

my leaders, has called tbrth all my ii.- 
ind a method of qualifying and medica- 
vice in such a manner as lo disguise every 
jedient; at the same time that I must 
p'self anuised with the various reastMS 
; operated with different readers to d)3con< 
erusal of my paper. There was a ino> 
! course of mine, as there is in every un- 
that challenj^ea a long exertion of the 
a my fortitude was beginning to yield to 
attacks of vexatious criticism, and my 
! threatening to revolt at the perpetu^ 

of a task, whose effects are slow, and 
irds are distant: in one of those moments 
and in^titude, which, in th« tunu iind 
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varietiesof ourdispamtions, all have felt who have 
taxed their powers as they ought, I was sudtlenly 
raised iDto the best huinour in the world with the 
merits of my work, and my mind restored to its full 
force and alacrity, on beine informed by my corre- 
spondent, that a spurious kind of aaimal, between a 
beau and a bully, who puts manhood to the bluiih, 
and modesty to flight, wherever he appears, entered 
one day into the shop of my hawker, and, after 
doing my performances the honour of acknowledging 
himself moat heartily disgusted with them, talked 
very courageously of chastising tlie Northampton- 
riiire parson, the first time he should meet him in 
Bond-street, for his insolence to people of rank. 

There are many others to whom I am indebted 
for their obliging censure of my work; since, if it 
had been my misfortune to have won their commen- 
dation, I should have sunk proportionably in my own 
opinion. As I feel grateful to those from whom I 
have derived any assistance in the progress of my 
labours, it seems but just to take some notice of such 
as have negatively horne a great part towards en- 
couraging me in the prosecution of them. 

To Mr. C— , the gentleman with the s. 
chief round his neck, many tiianks for h 
abuse. 

To the rout-going lady near Hanover- 
ackiwwledgments are due for her prettj 
— 1 hope soon to win from her the mo; 
abuse, and to basb in the sunshine of her 

Nothing could be better timed than a ; 
criticism, a few nights ago, at a circula* 
in Bond-street. 1 shall depend upon a i 
of his friendly hostilities, especially whe 
shall appear, which is now in the Minen 

In a conversation about the Lookek-oi 
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ereningy in the pit at the Haymarket theatre, a little 
news-paper critic in black is much thanked for his 
complimentary shake of the head. 

Old Simon is very sensible of his obligation to old 
lady D ; will do all he can to merit those amia- 
ble reproaches, provided she on her part will perse- 
vere in her present modish equipment, and carry 
every where the credentials of her judgement in that 
authentic vacancy of her visiting smiles. 

A young gentleman with his boots about his ancles, 
is thanked for the countenance of three elderly 
ladies, by damning the Looker-on in their hearing. 
I beg he will continue these kind testimonies, and 
support me through my work with the sanction of 
his saving anathemas. 

The outrageous kindness of Mr. Brute, in throw-* 
ing the most conciliating abuse on the eighteenth 
number, has carried it oli'so rapidly, that the author 
is hesitating whether it be not expedient to reprint 
it. Mr.B — 's condemnation is wanted, to help off 
the first number ; as a second edition of it has al- 
ready been produced, and thus a greater proportion 
remains. 

The baronet who gaped so often some nights ago, 
in a company in Bemers-street, while the LookeR'* 
ON was being read, could not have opened his mouth 
to a better purpose. 

To a variety of other characters who have recom-. 
mended my work by yawning, dozing, sleeping, 
burning, tearing, daubing, anJ curbing applause, my 
most graieful acknowledgements are here presented; 
and 1 beg (with assiuring them that I shall ever study 
to excite the same flattering symptoms of their dis- 
gust) to subscribe myself their much-abused and 
obliged humble servanty 

Simon OLn's-BBANcs* 
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its appearance ii 
come boldly forward after such an i 
challenge the attention of the gayest oj 
I have promised to present it in its In 
BO that none of my fair disciplea may 
homeliness, and so that it may dccen 
drawing-room of a duchess, or the leyei 
I have before observed, that, tor the 
loose form of the argament, and the va 
cussion it admitted, I have chosen to o 
analogies on which religion grounds its 
those beautiful resemblances, in the sc 
and constitution of nature, to the cour^ 
tion, tvbich devetope and vindicate the 
sisCency of our Maker's appointments, a 
fast unity of his plans and counsels. In 
of my lucubrations on this subject, I e 
view the conduct of a book which has e 
delight since reading and reflecting h 
occupation — I mean the mighty pel 
bishop Butler, to whose work if I couk 
tention of any serious nund, my le^i 
indeed tecompensed. 
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That I may likewise lay my account sometimes to 
arrest a volatile and vagrant spirit, that is spending 
itself in desultory pursuits, and give it a steady di^ 
rection, I shall intersperse my matter with anecdote 
and digression, as I see opportunities; and while 
the main body of the argument marches onward un- 
der the conduct of the victorious prelate, I shall fol- 
low him up with my light-armed troops, scouring 
the country, beating about for forage, and watching 
the motions of the enemy. 

It is but justice that I should dedicate a little por- 
tion of this paper to the consideration of a work to 
which it is so much indebted. 

I know but few books, on any subject, or in any 
language, that are not somewhat objectionable on 
the score of bulk and prolixity. Profit, vanity, do- 
tage, habit, and facility, all help to persuade an au- 
thor to swell out his publication as far as it will bear. 
But, in< truth, the strength, the consistency, the 
form, and the vivacity of an argument, lose as much 
by the general propensity to accumulate around it 
superfluous matter, as the muscular vigour of our 
bodies under the oppression of corpulency andthe 
weight of years. It is, however; ^he nature of pro- 
bab^ evidence, of which the substance of this ex- 
cellent volume consists, to owe a principal part of 
its strength to an accumulation oi instances ; and, 
according to the well-known principle in hydrosta- 
tics, the more its surface is enlarged, the greater will 
be the number of the columns on which it presses^ 
and consequently the greater its support. On thi^ 
ground, the seeming repetitions of bishop Butler 
stand excused to the sensible part of his readers i 
since it is the pressing concurrence and unifonn. 
bearing of its probabilities, that carries presumptiy# 
testimony to the very confines of demonstratioo. 
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This elegant kind of reasonipg, in defence of Re- 
Telation, doubtless did not originate with the excel- 
lent author of ^is book. The coTregp>ndence be- 
tween the natural and moral dispensations of God, 
has always been occurring to the studious and con- 
templative. Our great countryman was the first 
who presented these analogies under one view, and 
dieted them into a regular and uniform plan of 
defence in behalf of our holy religion. An ail- 
ment so beauti^l and so fertile, in favour of so uni- 
versal a cause, could not but suggest itself to the 
most enlightened of the ancients; but as their no- 
tions of nature's laws were very far from the truth, 
the chain of analogy soon fell short ; and every at- 
tempt to pursue the comparison to any length, soon 
terished in solecism and error. So grand and bound- 
iss an investi^tion was reserved for maturer and 
happier times, m which our Creator is pleased yet a 
little more to unveil his goodness, and yet a little 
further to draw aside the curtain from the sanctuary 
of his wisdom. Neither good sense nor discretion 
have dictated the arguments which some objectors 
have opposed to this reasoning from analogy in be- 
half of religion. To those whose belief is implicitly 
grounded on the basis of scriptural authority, it 
holds out at least an innocent and 
templation. While the strong pill 
«tanids immovably firm, it cannot d 
■ee its beauties and proportions ui 
nch order of its capital emei^e from 
■orround it. To those who requii 
aistency and connection in the objec 
it afionls'an evidence satisfactory 
while it imposes silence on those ar 
who are satisfied with nothing less 
rational view of the whole internal 
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plan of God's Bevelation, by forcing a convictioa 
upon them, that Aieir lives are passed in the same 
biindoeas aod ignorance with respect to the things 
«f this world, which they yet must acknowledge to 
exist, and to owe their origin and their order to the 
wiadom of God. The objections therefore which 
&re founded on the incomprehensibility of Revela- 
tion, should, in common justice, be first tried against 
the objects of our daily experience; here they are 
overthrown by the evidence of our senses, and the 
Abstinacy of facts : here we are constrained to bow 
down the pride of our understandings ; to acknow- 
ledge effects, without comprehending their causes; 
to admit truths which we cannot explain; and to 
test our reasonings on data that tfrill ever disappoint 
our researches, while our views are bounded by mor- 
tality. 

 " Since I was of understanding," says the learned 
and candid sir Thomas Brown, " to know we know 
nothing, my reason hath been more pliable to the 
will of faitn. I am now content to understand a 
mystery, withont a rigid definition, in an easy and 
Platonic description. Where there is an obscurity 
t«a deep for our reason, it is good to sit down with a 
description, periphrasis, or adumbration. By ac- 
quainting our reason how unable it is to display the 
visible and obvious effects of nature, it becomes 
more humble and submissive to the subtilties of 
faith." Such objections to the frame of our religim 
>s have no other ground than the inwossibility of 
bringing it entire within the scope of our under- 
Kanding, are stifled in the very womb of infidelity j 
they are strangled ere they can pass the threshold of 
life. Plainly, then, the attempt is ridiculous to op- 
pose them to that invisible system, in respect to 
which our experience supplies no documents or 
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data. When this new h'fe shall come, and our souls 
shall branch out into new faculties and perceptions, 
then, perhaps, a new order of facts will arise to re-* 
concile these apparent difficulties and incongruities* 
by presenting us with a full display of their depen- 
dencies and relations. 

Another class of cavillers have objected to this ar- 
gument from analogy, that its conclusions are im- 
perfect, and that nothing is established by it on th$ 
affirmative side. Such reasoners do not consider 
how much it conduces to a point, to overcome the 
presumptions against it ; how greatly an argument 
is strengthened by the removal of prejudices ; and 
how much the native force of reason can avail, when 
rescued from these great incumbrances. They do 
not consider, that to remove the presumptions against 
religious testimony, is to place it on the same 
grounds with common historical testimony ; and 
that, when this is done, no colour of consistency is 
left to infidels, unless they carry their incredulity t© 
every system of facts that is grounded on the record:^ 
of man : for, supposing there be nothing intrinsical* 
ly incredible in what our religion, whether natural 
or revealed, commands us to believe, nothing is more 
clear, than that the external testimony on which it 
reposes, is above any common historical evidence 
is more supported by witnesses, more confirmed \ 
documents, more strengthened by circumstant 
coincidences and corresponding relations. 

The potent operation of this negative virtue li 
longs in an eminent degree to the argument fro 
analogy, the direct tendency of which is to vindicaU 
religion from those ordinary presumptions against it, 
which consist in an opinion that its doctrines are 
internally more incredible than the common facts of 

c2 
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history; and that, supposing no actual proofs to 
exist of the object of our daily experience, «tiU they 
wmiM have greater claims in themsetvea to be re- 
ceived, and a higher colour of probability. Thi» 
opinion, founded on habit and prejudice, is clearly 
refiited by the reasons which analogy supplies; and 
the objects of our faith are placed in a light to re- 
ceive the Ml advantage of all the proofs and autho- 
rities which belong to them. As a faithful hand- 
m^d to Religion, it attends upon it to decorate its 
form, and improve its comeliness; to debarrass its 
motions, and to display its attractions; to dispose 
the white robe in which Truth has arrayed it, and 
to I'emove the obstacles which error and obduracy 
bsve thrown in its path. 

But though the principal strength of this reason- 
ing from analogy consists in its negative proofs, yet 
it is by no means destitute of force, when viewed on 
tiie affirmative side : while it effectually removes all 
presumptions against leligioo, it supplies' to the can- 
did and reasonable a variety of positive conclusions 
in its favour. If a correspondence be clearly dis- 
played between revealed religion and God's natural 
ana moral government of the world, so strong that 
they appear to be evidently conducted in the same 
spirit, and under similar taws, it is beyond obduracy 
to deny the inference of a common origin. The ar- 
gument then at this point leaves us to determine 
who was the author of both these dispensations, and 
to decide between chance and providence ; tor in 
•■eality there is no alternative, whatever terms and 
denominations the wanttwiness of infidelity has dared 
to invent. To erect, therefore, this argument from 
analogy on its proper basis, we have only to esta- 
blish as a datum, that the phEenomena of nature, and 
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the moral government of the world> are from the 
bands of the Almighty. With this footing it is com- 
plete, and in a syllogistic form runs thus : 

God is the author of the natural and the moral go« 
yernment of the world ; but the natural and mo- 
ral government of the world, and the system of 
revealed religion, are evidently derived from one 
and the same author. Therefore God is the au- 
fhor of the system of revealed religion. 

I am so jealous of the honour of the subject of 
ibis paper, and at the same time so well aware how 
soon it fatigues the light character of the present 
race of readers, that I have determined not to press 
it too far, nor even to carry it on to the conclusion 
of this day's entertainment. As the next letter in 
Engenio's packet is very short, I cannot do better 
perhaps than terminate this paper with it, especial- 
ly as nothing comes from that quarter but what will 
harmonise with religious contemplations. The letter 
is from Amelia to Eugenio. 

** My best of friends, 

" And does the little vista in the wood be- 
gin to look delightful ? Then does every place else 
begin to look dull to me ; for no place has attrac- 
tions for Amelia, but where she can imagine t' 
presence of Eugenio. My father promises to br 
me in a fortnight to see you, and in the mean t 
I must be satisfied with thinking of you ; yet th 
of you I cannot, with all that perfect delight \^ 
which your image used to fill my bosom, as long 
you continue to cherish this pensiveness of dispoi 
tion, and to dip all your thoughts in this m^ttUafilL 
dye. Why travel into the land of dream^'^^^^^ 

c3 
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of «orrow> and thence transplant into our minds these 
shadowy griefs^ while so many substantial joys await 
vis, and while genial hopes and native pleasures spring 
up in gay luxuriance before our feet? My dear 
friend, your mind b too highly wrought for the re- 
lish of actual pleasure^ and the objects of common 
life. Oh, how I wish you could a little unrefine 
yourself, and reduce to a lower pitch those high 
tones of feeling that never can harmonise with the 
measures of our condition, and our allotment here! 
As of late you have sometimes complained of debili- 
ty of nerves, accept my recipe : instead of reposing 
on the strength of a fragile philosophy, and main- 
taining the struggle alone, call to your aid the prac- 
tical consolations of business and amusement; build 
more upon the success of diversion than opposition, 
and study rather to make a dexterous retreat than a 
desperate defence. In the mean time accept of this 
little poem, which has been given to my father by 
one of his friends, and which i^ somewhat applicable 
to your particular case, 

" Say, Henry, should a man of mind 
Sigh o'er his brittle crust. 
Or grieve because it is not join'd 
To fibres more robust i 

*' Look round with philosophic ken. 
Through Nature's works below. 
From Tery atoms up to men. 
You'll find it order'd so 

" That much of all we choicest hold« 
Admire with one acclaim, 
Is of a delicater mould. 
And of a feebler frame. 

'* Look at that bird * of glossiest wings. 
Yet sweeter taste than plume, . 

*^ Hauiaiiot'bii'^ 



'" Look at tbe rose big bill invade* 

Wilb eager nanton itrife; 

Od what a ileader Stem it fadei. 

And Uoshes out its life .' 

•• Look at bent lilies as you wallc, 
Hon elegantly thin ! 
Yet well that fragrance fnnti their stalb 
ProclMms the power within. 

 Look at that ta wttme hvm ma; vannl 
More giace than bird or row i 
What fine infinuitiei enchant, 
What frailties charm in those ! 

" Examine men, tbe world around. 
That soar witb gen'rous aim ; 

Bow few witb rugged strength abound 
Id fibre, or in frame 1 

•• Great •ouls, with energetic thanghl. 
Wear out their shell of clay; 
Yet at each crerice light ia caugW, 
Till aL is mental day. 

"Then, Hbmkt, let no man of miad 
, Sigh o'er his brittle crust. 
Or grieve because it is not join'il 
To fibre* more robust." 
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ceed to the kanging-maick, and fAm thence to An 
dinner of liie Philmukropic Society. 

n^ednesday. — To see eleven games ftt putt played 
between Patrick Muitiock and the chimney- 
sweeper — To go to Hastings's trial, and then to 
dine with the fighting tinman at lord Caiuille'a. 

Thursday. — To trot Miss Graceless against sir An- 
drew's Nutcracker, for 500 guineas — go to the 
tevee — meet lord and lady Giles at the jack-ass 
race — back Humphry Hog, my coachman, against 
the whole county, for eating hot hasty -pudding. 

Fridi»r. — The state of the nation to come on to-day 
— To go to the house, and cany my betting catcu- 
lations in my pocket — from thence to the badger- 
baiting, and bring home Tom Gary, the ieapiag 
hatcherr to dine with me. 

Saturday. — To dine with the society for the Rectmaj 
qf Drowned Penoiu, and immediately from thrice 
to the duck-hwit — To go to the house, and Tote 
either for the abolition of juries, or the genera] 
rerdict of the slave-trade — sec my wager deter- 
mined that Joe Goi^t eats a shoulder of mijttoK 
before Nimble Ned the barber shaves seven cus- 
tomers. 

Sunday. — To go a steeple-hunting with lord Dash 
— To send for our parson to dinner, and ask Will 
Washy to help and smoke him — To lay tea guineas 
with Jack Simple, that lord Paramount mE&ea'the 
curate play at Casino. 

It IS this growing degeneracy in the teste fis 
pleasure, among the higher orders of my coantry- 
men, that confounds .the distinction of real merit, 
and Is the supreme consolation of dunces. In pro- 
portion as such low and illiberal amusements steal 
uito consequence, by mixit^ witt> the glare of rank 
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aiid offic^^ we shall see the glory of folly extend 
itself, and virtue droop in common disesteem. But, 
besides the moral detriment which may result from 
such confusion of character, and inversion of ambi- 
tion> we may fairly consider it in the light of a poli- 
tical evii. One of the principal columns on which 
the constitution of our country reposes, is the digni- 
ty of sentimen^, and sensibility of honour, supposed 
in the hearts of our English nobility. To this order 
we look up, as the last and purest resource of justice ; 
as the representative of that ancient characteristicai 
valour of our feudal forefathers ; as the nursery of 
generals and captains; as the model of high-bom 
courtesy ; as the shelter of honourable fatigues, and 
exhausted services; and, lastly, as the potent barrier 
to the prince and the people, against the dangerous 
encroachments of the one or the other. It is plain, 
therefore, that whatever habits or customs have a 
tendency to lower the character of our great men, 
give a siecret wound to the constitution of our coun- 
try;, and especially, at this conjuncture, unhappily 
bSord some colour to that levelling malcontent spirit, 
which Is gone abroad, and is maintaining a struggle 
with the laws of nature and the oracles of commoa 
sense. 

I doubt much whether any Ulysses of the prese 
day would discover a young nobleman (as noblen^ 
are) when intrenched among jockeys, and bullies, s 
black-legs, by displaying before him the sabre, 
buckler, and the plumed helmet Those gener 
times are past ; and, what is more to be lament 
their spirit and their genius is gone for ever wi 
them ; when a grandeur of soul, almost inseparabl 
adhered to nobility of birth ; and manhood, and prow- 
ess, and cour^sy, and faith, were the graceful dis- 
tinctions of. an English gentleman. 
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part, descended as I am thnrngh a 
acefut ancestry, I have no wish to see 
ivalry revived; our civil shopkeepen 
inverted into cavaliers; and the man- 
«ad of the lord mayor, adjusting the 
nth the Bakers' Company. But I own 
It a sensible regret, tiiat I observe 
ch was once at the bottmn of those 
tras, destroyed, together with those 
lelves. 1 could wish it had been re- 
I of being smothered ; I could wish 
qualified through the medium of our 
r intelligence, blended with the softer 
mes, and preserving all its magnani- 
less, without any ol its apparatus and 
ts absurdity and extravagance, 
reat men persist in cheapenmg gen- 
oluntary degradation of themselves; 
ity train of qualifications usurp the 
uanlier attainments which used once 
noble descent, we are not to wonder 
are so easily formed ; that a door i» 
opulence; and that great men are 
ound us, like the Lombardy poplar* 
their villas. 

passions to which we are exposed, 
that which plays us the falsest; for 
I insensible bias towards company in- 
res, it is at variance with its own na> 
B us to our disgrace, while it holds 
P a^^irandisement, till it ends in heap- 
ctions in our characters, and planting 
I OUT bosoms. The old Greek proverb, 
lOfuJof ^iiyyerai, " A witling is a 
," contains a truth which most parents 
on to lament; and I know of no way 



of averting its consequence, but by taking ui 
themselves, as far as possible, ^be educadon of tfi 
children, and leaving them, as little as they can av( 
to the contagion of low examples, and the mercy 
illiterate instructors. 

I do not remember any severer satire pronount 
against our young noblemen, thui that which esca[ 
from the pen of our entertaining novelist, Hei 
Fielding; who, after passing many encomiums on 
manly deportment and fine appearance of Josf 
Andrews, concludes with observir^, that one un 
quainted with the present race of our nobility, mij 
have mistaken him for a person of high desct 
Unhappily, the present devotion to the whip, is 
likely to correct this vulgarity of demeanour; j 
in the progress of this mama we may in time exp 
that the mock criterion of nobility, so proverbial 
alehouses and stables, may become the real badgt 
titular distinction; and that a right honourable p 
tuberance on the back, may run in an increaa 
proportion, from the baron of yesterday, to the p 
mier duke. 

Juvenal, the hent of whose satire was turned n 
just severity against the Roman nobility, who for 
the responsibility of their characters, and sull 
their honours with mean occupations and pleasu 
is particularly scandalised at this kippomam/, or ho 
madness, and expresses his indignation in the foil 
tag lines. 

" Prittfr mBjo™™ cinera, atipa otia, mlacri 
Carpenlo rupiiur pinguit Dmaaiippui; tt ijne, 
Jpie Tolam itriagil vadlo si^amiae coniut: 
KocI' ^uidtm ( itil tuna nidil ; ltd liikra leilet 
fniendunt oaitot. Finilum tempui hoioru 
Cum fuerjlj clara Dianatippiti luce Jingeitum 
Samfl, tt Kxurium muquaiii Irtpidabit amid 
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I ment is pashed in the little concerns of social life, as 
well as in the duties of morality and the objects of 
taste. In social life, by the habit it has introduced 
of falsifying our feelings^ it has left to what is caUed 
the fiishionable world, little more than an image, or 
rather a mockery of the social affections : it has in a 
manner hollowed out the substance of our pleasures, 
and suffered nothing but the shell to remain; it has 
cheated us of our rank, under colour of advancing 
us ; it has passed upon us a bauble instead of a dia- 
mond ; in short, to finish this train of allusion, it has 
4}arried off our old coat with the purse in the pockety 
«nd has given us a fine holiday suit in its place. For 
proofs of this, we have only to look into the present 
plan of fashionable intercourse : what inanity of 
compliment! what affectation of transport! what 
hoUowness of profession ! what a waste of margin in 
every remark! what a length of straw to every grain 
of sense ! what idle industry ! what manoeuvre with* 
out plan! mirth without meaning! play without 
point! pride without pretension! love without re- 
gard! 

On that plain buff principle of old English hospi- 
tality, this spirit of refinement has certainly made no 
small intrenchments.. Ouf visits are now paid with 
«mpty carriages; and a very close intimacy can 
subsist for a twelvemonth on a dish of chocolate and 
a morsel of cake ; while friends can eat each other 
up whenever they meet, who have never broken 
bread together in their lives. As to love and friend- 
ship, it may truly be said, that they have lost their 
^xclijysive and ei^rossing spirit. Instead of flyinff to 
^oves and secjuestered walks, they have found their 
element in noise and publicity. Love issounsen- 
fiualised and sublimed above passion, that it has for- 
ifiTotten its old retreats, and appears with calm coBfi* 
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dence in crowds and gay resorts ; and friendship is 
80 moulded and adjusted to the rules of etiquette^ 
that it finds the drawing-room a scene sufficiently 
interesting for all its wishes and exertions, and the 
card-table an ample medium for the display of all 
its cordialities and emotions. Thus the tones of feel- 
ing and the energies of passion, the swell of huma- 
nity and the ardours of affection, have subsided to 
the common surface of life, and settled into the 
smooth current of ordinary intercourse, and the 
every-day topics of vulgar communication. Thus 
the very sinews of society are relaxed ; and, in the 
progress of our debilitation, we may expect to see 
the time when those great actions which decorate 
our history, shall be without a name in our language, 
or place in our hearts. 

I do not know in what this '' strenuous idleness,^' 
which spreads so fiaist thoughout the character of the 
times, is better shown, than in the dull complexion 
of our public amusements, and the vapid insignifi- 
cance of common visiting. One would think, without 
possessing this spirit of inactivity, that it is having 
no common mercy to one's self, to force nature into 
so perverse a tract in obedience to opinion; and a 
savage would certainly be softened to compassion, in 
contemplating the voluntary drudgery of our fashion- 
able meetings; and would be prompted to inquire 
into the nature of those crimes to which such pu- 
nishments belonged. 

My projecting friend used to think, that the geniu 
of that public resort, which we know by the nam< 
of Ranelagh, is most particularly in unison with thi 
tireima inertia ; and so earnest was he in the greai 
cause, that he was for experimenting upon this hope^ 
less quality, and endeavouring to promote his philan- 
Uiropical object, by extracting positive virtue out ot 
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legation, and ri?aliRg that |Ailosophical 
T, who conceived the project of drawing 
:amsout of cucumbers. His plan went to 
the amusement of Ranelagh with the pur- 
mill, and to make everyone in the progress 
mjit conduce to it* operation. Among such 
ie, this might be dotie hy the silent efforts 
ftua inertia, without the danijer of a suspi- 
ebreastofanyone, that he was doing good; 
more effectually to prevent this remorse 
ng place to nilfle the (lowing tide of mur- 
nsipidity, or to rouse from hix hallowed 

the negative genius of the place, every 
a to be removed from sight which could 
ich unharmonising sentiments; the whole 
f the machine was to be detached from the 
amusement; and the same set of wheels 
re finding our corn at a respectful distance, 
: grinding an orjan in our view. 
Friend can turn this growing, or rather gra- 
iropensity of my countrymen to any usetiil 
t shalt certainly allow him credit f'>r a very 
nary management and resource in the great 
and interests of our condition here below ; 
rivolity of refinement is, I fear, a constitu- 
ilady, which accompanies a worn-out frame 
usled stamina : and the worst of all is, that 
taint is of a flattering kind ; and, like the 
ims to consumption, we silently waste and 

the fond seairity of fancied improvement, 
% suddenly succumbs, and the niuntains of 
e to flow. There is a balsam in our minds; 

which enriches our blood, which, when 

destroyed by luxurious habits and baneful 
ces, no restoratives in the compass of moral 

can renew, no succedaneuins can replace^ 
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mtt all the aromatic virtue of argument and counsel 
lupply to the corrupted syatetn. 

A sensible passage presented itself to me the other 
day in a book but little consulted at this time, which 
is BO much to my present purpose, that I cannot help 
tnuiscribing it for my readers. " What ^'ice has 
lost in coarseness, of expression, she has gained in a 
more easy and general admittance. In ancient days, 
bare and impudent obscenity, like a common woman 
of the town, was confined to brothels : whereas the 
double micndre, like a modem fine lady, is now ad- 
mitted into the best company, while her transparent 
covering of words, like a thin fashionable gauze deli- 
cately thrown across, discloses, while it seems to veil, 
ber nakedness of thought." 

This false feeling uf refinement, on which the au- 
thor I have been quoting animadverts with such 
justice, has turned the bent of our delicacy from 
things and realities, to words and im^es; and it 
little imports to the chastest mind, what idea is pre- 
sented, let only the medium he properly sophisti- 
cated through which it is viewed. On this principle, 
t lady who revolts at the study of botany, because 
of the sexuU system, and the shameless libertinism 
and concubinage of plants, can craisistently learn by 
heart the epistle of Eloise to Abelard ; and a &ir 
reader, who dares not avow her acquaintance wi^ 
Tom Jones, may lawfully peruse the memoirs of 
actresses, and drink in golden goblets the 
«ssence of medicated debauchery. 

Nothing can be more absurd than th( 
which this sickly effeminacy of the times 
to gloss over and disguise all the real wi 
of life. Unable any longer to draw 
lessons from those passages of sorrow whi< 
occur in tbe great volume of our existen 
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respectfully solicits the patronage of the living and 
the dead, who have had experience of his delicacy, 
dispatch, and punctuality. He fiiniisheB skele- 
tons in the best taste, of all sizes, of both colonn^ 
and of both sexes, accurately articulated ; he pack* 
them safe, either for sea or land caniase : he also 
mounts tor those gentlemen who have loose sets of 
bones- and ladies may depend upon their orden 

being obeyed with the utmost regularity, M 

has discovered a most elegant method of secnri^ 
any human corpse above ground from ill odoni^ 
and all manner of annt^ance, witboot embowelling 
or embalming; while a certain hitherto-nndisco- 
vered balsam in hi^ possession will preserve tbe 
finest glow of health upon the tacx: of the de- 
ceased. This is he that took up the Dutch corpse ! 
in Painsnick, after thirteen months interment, and I 
so set him up by his elegant preparations, that he 
was able to bear, without inconvenience, the joat- 
ney to Rotterdam. Among other excdlencies, he ! 
has an ointment which cures people of condition, 
and communicates present ease, in an hour and a ' 
half. He has also coffins ready made for the ac- 
commodation of his friends, fumtshed with every 
convenience ; a circolnstance he has a peculiar 
pleasure in announcing to the public, and the de- 
ceased in particular, as, for want of such coffins, 
persons of quality have been muufa incommoded." 

Under the spreading influence of this whimsical 
elicacy, the commonest terms and phrases are shift- 
ig their dress, and strutting in fantastic finery. 



I eatt with you on a public occasion, \Mt 
last* .al your ditmiT; and the butcher, who helps 
» provide you, is now a purveyor of meat; wlule 



- poulterer is gradually rlsmg to the Turkey 
lerchant. 
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But tbis spirit of refinement does not coniine itself 
to the little moralities of life, but plays about the 
confines of religion, and stretches over the whole 
province of literature and taste. In our catalogues 
of books we fin4 the Flowers of Infidelity, Religious 
Courtship, the Gentleman's Religion, the Dance to 
£temity, the Box of Precious Ointmeot, the Per- 
fumes of Grace, and Voltaire's Philosophical Works, 
recommended in the same line, as being very deisti- 
cal^ and elegantly bound. This efieminacy of cha- 
racter, which in the high concerns of religion has the 
air of buffoonery, produces a sad debility and lan- 
guor in the objects of taste. A sickly thirst for no- 
Tclty, local allusion, puerile point, and puny senti- 
ment, has banished from the stage all the higher 
parts of poetry. The great display of general man- 
ners, the manly strokes of antique colouring, and the 
reign of character, is gone for ever; in their place have 
arisen a train of fleeting topics of the day and the 
hour, such as the fungous growth of news-paper 
anecdotes supplies. A piece of news is hardly cer- 
tain till it is confirmed at one of our playhouses; 
and finds its way to the Theatre Royal before it can 
reach the Royal Exchange. 

In what relates to style and composition, this 
effeminacy of taste is still predominant: a proud 
march of words without meaning, the trappinj^ of 
sense without the substance, the features of finf 
writing without the soul, constitute a great part c 
the excellence of modern composition; and whc 
we sit down with glowing expectation to one of tf 
magnificent pages of modem printing, we fare lili 
the famished porter at the table of the Barmicide i 
the Arabian story ; except that he took his leave a 
last, completely rewarded for his patience and good" 
humour. 
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I camwt finish, without confessing my envy of the 
modem reader, who, like the Aatomi or people with- 
out months, — that Indian nation of whom Plmj tclU 
us that they lived upon £he smell of meats, — can also 
content himself with the ambrosia of language, witb< 
out caring for any solider nourishment, or donanding 
that milky chyle of real knowledfe which e 
and invigorates the soul. 



tB^ 
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Sedf mehercukf mi Fnete^ extra jocumf moneo ie, quod pertmert 
ad beate vivendum arbitror ; ut cum viris bonis, jucundis, amaji" 
tibus tui vivas. Nihil aptius vit<p, nihil ad beati vivendum ac* 
eommodatius, Nbc id ad volztptatem refero : sed ad communis 
taiem viUe, aique vidus, remitsionemque anmorum; qutp maximi 
urmone ^jkitur famUtariy qui est in conviviis duldssimtu ; ut sa» 
pierUius nostri, quam Greed; UU ovfAitoota out <rvyittin<$f 
id est compotationes, out concoenationes ; nos convioia ; quod 
turn tnaxime stmul vioiiur, 

CIOERO, Epist. L.9. Ep. 94. 

Bat, iodeed, my dear Poetus, jesting apart, I exhort you, for I 
know that it will conduce to your happiness, to court the 
society of good, agreeable, and friendly company; for 
•othing is so suitable to the ends of our being, and so essen* 
tial to the comforts of life, as an intercourse of this kind. 
An unioR that has mere pleasure and indulgence for its 
objects, is not what I have in my contemplation ; my 
thoughts are bent on that delicious commerce of minds, and 
relaxation from cares, which are found in the free conversa- I 

tion of firiends, and which, ia those moments when true con- 
Tiriality reigns, are carried to their full perfection. Of 
this idea our own language supplies a word much more eX' 
pressive than that of the Greeks: cvfAnoo-ia or avyititna 
refer us only to the gross g^ratifications of eating and drink- 
ing; our own convivia implies, that then we truly feast, 
when we live together with such harmony as results firom a 
benevolent intercbuige of minds* 

Lmt night our society had what we denominate 
maiden meeting : not a single forfeit was paid ; an 
a gen^eral feeling of emulation had set every man st 
much vpon his guards that the wrath of the Echo wa^ 
never excited^ and sense and reason were signally 

s2 
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triumphant. Once indeed I thought I heard a gen- 
tle murmur whisper along the cupola; and the 
Genius of the place seemed to sigh, when Mr. Far- 
thingale, the gentleman so remarkable for his aber- 
ration of thought, made his excuses to Mr. Blunt for 
having sent him a young foundling designed for the 
poor-house, instead of a roasting-pig, which he had 
dispatched with his compliments to the church- 
warden. Mr. Barnaby, who had profited by the 
mistake, assured him that he had done his duty by 
the little orphan, and felt so grateful for the present, 
that he was heartily sorry for the statute against 
toasts, which denied him tne pleasure of drinking a 
health to the absent members of our club, 

As I saw how matters went, and that this general 
zeal promised a fair trial of the efficacy of our sy- 
$teip, I collected my mind to examine at leisure 
whether the interests of argument and conversation 
really lost any thing of vigour and discussion by this 
spirit of controul, which distinguished our institu- 
tions. I had here a remarkable opportunity of con- 
vincing myself, that to expand the sensibilities of the 
^oul, and open its sources of intelligence, there was 
no need of raising any commotion of the spirits ; that 
all the purposes of impression and- persuasion might 
be answered without the aid of noise and vehemence ; 
and that tn^^ force of expressioq and langua^ does 
not depend upon ei^alts^tion of tone^ and turbulence 
of manner, but on a certain judicious balance and 
proportion in the terms and phrases we adopt, on a 
nice and masterly poise of words, and on fine and ap- 
propriate distinctions in our emphases, figures, and 
allusions. It is thus the experienced racer sets out 
with sober vigour, and husbands his mettle, till the 
contest becomes urgent^ and his spirits hurry towanh 
the gpaJ. 
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1 coiiibi iKyt but observe that Mr.Allworth took a 

leading part in the conversation of that evei^ng, and 

vra& pleased at remarking the triumph of meekness in 

the great ascendancy his manner and deportment 

had procured him over the forwardest members of 

our society. WThen he showed a disposition to speak 

to any point, the most respectful silence awaited 

^^, and he sat like another Timoleon among his 

people, to ^whom he had given happiness and laws, 

and tempered freedom. 

Since I last opened the afiairs of our club to my 
readers, we have had one very unpromising additicNi 
in a little baronet, sir Gabriel Grimstone, who from 
certain habitudes of life had fallen into a hostile 
practice of perpetual, contradiction. As we had at 
this time nearly as much upon our hands as we could 
well perform in the correction and discipline of Mr. 
Farthingale ; after some counsel and deliberation on 
the dilemma, we determined that very summary and 
potent methods were to be taken, or some anarchy 
nnght be introduced into our little republic, it 
^ happily occurred to Mr. Shapely (of whom respecta- 
^ ble mention has been made in my 24'th number, as 
^ being the judge in all offences against decorum and 
delicacy), that a man of absence, and a roan of con- 
tradiction, might be so opposed to each other, as to 
become a mutual corrective, like acid and alkali; 
that the apathy of the one would disappoint the 
spleen of the otner ; while the repeated attacks and 
challenges of the gainsayer would force the attention 
of the wanderer, and bring home his truant contem- 
plations. As this plan had a manifest tendency to 
fightea our labours, we adopted it without hesita- 
tion; and to improve a little upon it, we resolved not 
oily to place them invariably toeethei;, but to insu- 
late them for a time, by cutting of all communicatiua 



V 30. 

lanL Once indeed I thought I heard a gen- 
rmur whuper along the cupola; and the 
of the place seemea to nigh, when Mr.Far- 
i, the gentleman so remarkable for his aber< 
if thought, made his excuses to Mr. Blunt for 
sent him a young foundling designed for the 
use, instead of a roasting-pig, which he bad 
led with his compliments to the church- 
Mr. Barnaby, who had profited by the 
, assiured him that he had done his duty by 
e orphan, and felt to gratefiil for the present, 

was heartily sorry for the statute against 
vhich denied him the pleasure of drinking s 
a the absent members of our club, 
saw how matters went, and that this general 
omiseU a fair trial of the efficacy of our sy- 

coilccted niy mind to esamine at leimre 
r the interests of argument and conversation 
Oil any thing of vigour juid discussion by this 
f controul, which distinguished our iastitu- 
I had here a remarkable opportunity of con- 
myself, that to expand the sensibilities of the 
id open its sources of intelligence, there was 
[ of raising any commotion of the spirits ; that 
purposes of impression and-persuasicm might 
■ered without the aid of noise and vehemence ; 
t tn>e force of expressioii and languE^ does 
end upon exaltation of tones, and turbulence 
ner, but on a certain judicious balance and 
ion in the terms and phrases we adopt, on a 
1 masterly poise of words, and on fine and ap- 
te distinctions in our emphases, figures, and 
s. It is thus the experienced racer sets out 
ber vigour, and husbands his mettle, till the 
becomes urgent, and his spirits hup-y toward^ 



K« S<K LOOK£ft-ON. 41 

I could not but observe that Mr. Allworth took a 
leading part in the conversation of that eveiyng^ and 
was pleased at remarking the triumph of meekness in 
the great ascendancy his manner and deportinent 
had procured him over the forwardest members of 
our society. When he showed a disposition to speak 
to any point, the most respectful silence awaited 
him, and he sat like another Timoleon among his 
people, to whom he had given happiness and laws, 
and tempered freedom. 

Since I last opened the affairs of our club to my 
readers, we have had one very unpromising additiom 
in a little baronet, sir Gabriel Grimstone, who from 
certain habitudes of life had fallen into a hostile 
practice of perpetual, contradiction. As we had at 
this time nearly as much upon our hands as we could 
well perform in the correction and discipline of Mr. 
Farthingale ; after some counsel and deliberation on 
the dilenmia, we determined that very summary and 
potent methods were to be taken, or some anarchy 
might be introduced into our little republic. It 
happily occurred to Mr. Shapely (of whom respecta- 
ble mention has been made in my 24'th number, as 
being the judge in all offences against decorum and 
delicacy), that a man of absence, and a man of con- 
tradiction, might be so opposed to each other, as to 
become a mutual corrective, like acid and alkali; 
that the apathy of the one would disappoint the 
spleen of the other ; while the repeated attacks and 
challenges of the gainsayer would force the attentic- 
of the wanderer, and bring home his truant conter 
plations. As this plan had a mstnifest tendency 
lighten our labours, we adopted it without hes 
tion ; and to improve a little upon it, we resolved 
oftly to place them invariably togethei^ but to in 
late them for a time^ by cutting of all communicatii 
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between them and their neighbours on each side of 
them, and to malie it a rule never to address any but 
self-evittent proposition!! to the gainsayer ; while our 
absent frienil is laid by with a mortifying neglect, 
his name omitted in our registers and account-books, 
»nd himself conndered as leaving a vacancy in our 
number, and as totally disqualified to fill any office 
in our system of admmistration, 

Being anxious to observe the effects of our mode 
of discipline, I paid a close attention to the dialr^ue 
which took place between these contradictory gen- 
tlemen, who were thus pressed together in a forced 
kind of union, like the figure oxymeron. The ci^ 
cumstance which started a conversation between 
them, was an observation from Mr. Farthingale on 
the pleasantness of the day, while the hail was beat- 
ing so hard against the windows, as almost to alarm 
the echo. This the baronet not only denied most 
stoutly, butmaintained, with a great deal of blood in 
his cheeks, that the remark was thrown out with a 
view to provoke altercation, a thing he most cordially 
detested. This produced a little regeneration of 
thought in the breast of our absent friend, who with 
great mildness apologised to his neighbour for his 
rash assertion about the weather, while be was drink- 
.ing up his glass of wine. For this robbery, his 
mode of muking reparation was by oversetting a 
bowl of hot negus-upon his knee, and then assuring 
him it was of no consequence, and begging he would 



Mr. Farthingale was certainly the worst subject 
the contentious baronet could possibly have found 
fi>r the exercise of his spleen ; no opposition could 
pique his pride or arrest his attention. Hardly had 
sir Gabriel iinishad his contradiction, before bis 
«Wig;I)btnir was lost in a reveiie on iu distant topics 
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from which he recovered as soon as the baronet had 
ended, to thank him for his flattering concurrence 
with him in opinion. 

I could plainly perceive that this lubricity of 
manner, and alienation of thought in his neighbour, 
tended very much to damp the ardour of contradic- 
tion in the plethoric sir Gabriel ; but these wholes 
some effects have been wonderfully assisted by a re- 
solution among the members to address no observa- 
tions to him that contained any propositions above 
intuitive certainty, or universal notoriety, so as ef- 
fectually to preclude him from any share in interests 
ing, dignified, or useful investigation. After having 
castled himself up as it were in his own exclusive 
spirit, and secured himself with sullen intrench- 
ments and menacing fortifications, he has found an 
^emy too wise to expend its force in assaults, when 
a bloodless victory might so easily be gained by 
cutting off all the means of subsistence, and starving 
him to a quiet surrender. The progress towards a 
cure wrought in this lasti-mentioned gentleman, by 
the salutary specifics our society employs, has been 
as fifty to nve above that which has been made on 
our absent patient. A wrong bias of the under- 
standing is much more easily corrected, than the 
want of energy can be supplied : we may dig long 
and deep for a spring, and lose our pains at last i 
whereas a little drain will speedily reduce lui over- 
flow to its proper level ; or if you leave it to time, it 
cataracts will soon become mute, till, renouncing it 
usurpations, it discloses a fertilised plain. I shal 
now take leave for the present of these two antt 
characters, and pursue my thoughts on the pleasures 
of conversation. 

Among all the felicities and consolations of life, 
4here are certainly none so unmixed, so salutary, and 







1 



IDOKEK-OIT. H» SO. 

)le, at diose which are felt in the free com- 
ion of minds, and the liberal iuterchange o£ 
nts aad sensibilities. To have dp rel^ of 
iboMgbt delicacieg.^ is to be without the chief 
It and delight of a reasonable creature: aD4 
e without it, but those whose minds ok warp- 
selfish cares, or strained upon the chord of 
1, or where there is a penury of UMxi^t and 
i, that disqualifies for tbe reciprocity of oon- 
D, aod the social balance of uutmctiMi and 
:nce. Of thU latter dexcriptioD is the greater 
hose flourishing young menof our time, who, 
>ofaiiysourcesoientertainin«)t in themaelvei, 
' seeking it in a senseless flutter over a iwige 
ilous objects, And a giddy whirl from place to 
roceeding with a sort of planetary motion 
their orbits of insipidity, but without any 
>n around their own axes. 
i is hardly aay character so rare as an eleeiuit 
cresting converser. So many adventitious 
tances are Decessary to coastitute this qieciet 
lence, that one man can seldom, with every 
ge of culture, embrace them all ; and perhaps 
oms and modes of the age in which we live 
jiated in some measure to disfumish the mind, 
^er its materials of knowledge. The prema- 
roduction of our youth into the world with 
Bnsimis of manhood, the distractimi of objects 
re crowded into the syittem of education, the 
ns of poisonous books, the usurping impor- 
' frivolous attainments, and, above them all, 
le propensity to hamngue and debate, so epi- 
t this moment through the country, are cir- 
ices in the present constitution of things that 
much against ihe interests and delists of 
itkn. ^it I know of aothing more disad^ 
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?antageous in this view than the late introduction of 
the spirit of debate into our social meetings; since 
conversation is as distinct, in its nature and demands, 
from dispute and oratory, as any two determinate 
ideas that exist, as a Campus Martius from a field of 
battle, or as the play of a fountain from the pelting 
of a storm. In ancient days taciturnity was the or- 
nament of youth, the mute harbinger of a graceful 
maturity and accomplished manhood, the symbol of 
gentle worth and high promise, and the best recom- 
mendation to the symposiacs of sages and the lectures 
of philosophers. But at present a beardless orator 
of fifteen years' standing is permitted to talk dovvTi 
his grand&ther at a sitting; and the grey honours of 
age and experience are to make way for these pas- 
times of youthful petulance. 

About half a century ago, an English embassy 
was dispatched to an Indian nation, with propositions 
for the reception of the Gospel among them. The 
missionaines were received with becoming respect, 
and the whole court was assembled under the shade 
of a hickery tree, to deliberate upon this solemn 
question, and to give audience to their dignified in-r 
structor. Nothing could exceed the gravity and 
decorum of the whole proceeding on the part of the 
Indians. As soon as they had all taken their seats 
and were sufficiently composed, a grave personage, 
who sat on the right hand of the chieftain, arose, and 
intimated to the English, that they were at full liber* 
ty to explain thp doctrine which they wished to in- 
culcate, and unfold the mysteries of this new religion. 
The missionaries were determined to profit by this 
indulgence, and all of them delivered their sentiments 
one ailer the other. As each took a reasonable time 
to explain himself, it was very lon^ before all t)i§if 
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teupoonfulB, when I ccAdil fill ihy mind with flcnrin^ 
goblets, Eutd drink long aninterropted draughts at the 
unmortal fbuntaina themselves. 

Enough has been Baid, in the course of my paper, 
on the argumentaitiTe and contradktofy cl^racter ; 
but 1 would be understood to think as humbly of 
the smooth complimentei, and the dishonest flat- 
terer— a set of levell^^ that coafound just distinc- 
tions, and nourish dangerous infatuations ; that 
j>ro3titute the title of virtue, and scatter her rewards 
with unteeling profusion. Those who are on the 
perpetual strain to ex(x\, and whose attent!(»i to 
others is absorbed in their own impatience themselves 
to Bhine in the conversation, jaaet go upon my exded 
list; and as proper compatuons fur such as wodM 
raise their own credit too high, let tb«in have with 
them the whole tribe of detractors that would nak 
that of others too low. 

Before I dismiss my readers, I cannot help inclod* 
ing within the pale of this proscription all those men 
of real abilities, the moral character of whose minds 
is BO poorly constituted, as to feel its ambition grati- 
fied by an associati<»i with men of inferior mould. 
Let me assure them that there is a caballmg ^rit in 
folly which will often disappoint them, and that 
many a powerfiil mind has been traversed and over- 
tiirown by a confederacy of dunces. The very poor, 
and the very rich, are in extremes equally Datavour- 
able to this object; and I lay it down, that all great 
inequalities of condition are subversive of the trae 
interests of conversation. 1 have seen a very able 
disputant very much humbled at the end of a long 
argument, and a long evening, by a cold ofier, on the 
part of his wealthy opponep^ to give him a let-down 
ui his carriage. 
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For tbe nse of the rich disputers, I will here draw 
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n advertisement, which shall conclude my paper 
0-day. " Wanted a sleek gentleman to argue 
with, of ayielding, acquiescing, and accommodating 
temper. He must kncnv how to provoke and- elicit 
tbe powers of his companion, witnout endeavouring 
to rival him. He must be easily excited to laughter, 
when a joke is meant; and ready to mourn at a mi- 
nate'g notice, if required. An unremitting attention 
to his employer's remarks is absolutely indispensable, 
ena at meals ; and a little taciturnity will be no 
objection. He must know how to season compli- 
ments; must think indifferently of his own judgement; 
■nd be able to turn bis hand to abuse, if wanted. 
He must have no decided opinion or preference, hut 
inuBt hold himself ready to relish chopped hay, if 
tequired; or to be convinced that the sun goes nrnnd 
the earth. Above all, he must not mind being teork- 
*d, or flinch at odd jobs ; must be always at hand; 
Uterly ignorant of Joe Miller's jests; not given to 
gaping; a coarse feeder, and fotm of scraps and cold 
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fajiarof ii%a. ycvYfreu, si* riffa mittivfuu' a.?Jt 
irxr axpcvnf tau naSaftf i »«{ ftatpiiTf, ran tat 
^ptytjiunevn* itKa; awtv iiyai. xts. ctl 

I could DCTcr be [temuikd Utst tlw Kml lorn ite i ijni ilin 
wbeo it a teptxated from tbe teauieaa boij whiek it an- 

. Biates : but it it accarding to reuon to lappoH, thU, wfaa 
pare Bad aoniiied, the miod ia thus separated from it> alloT, 
tbem it attaim to the full perfbctjon allotted to it 

My readers ai«, 1 think, by thi* time ready for » 
freih esssy on the mibjCct of Religion, la my pi»- 
Bent paper I hope to be able to mix more than otit- 
nary amusement with it, and to raise such a degrae 
of curiouty concerning it, that it will in fiiture sund 
no more in need of apology than my other lucubra- 
tions. In pursuance of the plan of bidiop Batler, my 
business at present is with the doctrine of a fiiture 
state. I shall hope to establish, in this paper, that 
there is nothing in reason or in nature to tropose ths 
necessary and consoling belief in tbe sours immor- 
tality, confirmed to us by the Scriptures. In this 
question, two pcants are necessary to be proved : in- 
toe first place, that, as far as the analogy of nature 
can enter into the consideration, it alfonls a favour- 
able testimony ; secondly, that there exist no gnrandi 
in the reason of the thing for supposing that death is 
the destruction of a living agenL When these oh- 
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stacles, arising from common appearances, are re* 
movedx it is not difficult to conceive with what great 
advantages the positive arguments for a future life 
may be brought forwards. But if, after all, it be 
asked, what proofs of religion are contained in the 
proofs of a future life ? the answer is — none ; for the 
scheme of Atheism will perfectly accord with the 
notion of a future life. But although a future life 
does not imply religion, yet religion does imply a 
future life : any presumption therefore against' a fa* 
ture life, is a presumption against religion. A future 
life is then a necessary and fundamental doctrine of 
religion. 

Difficulties have been raised by some, respecting 
persona) identity, or the sameness of living agents, 
implied in the notion of our existing now and here- 
after, or in any two successive moments. For the 
particular circumstances and criteria which consti- 
tute and ascertain personal identity, I must refer the 
reader to a particular treatise of Dr. Butler's on that 
subject : in this place, I shall only consider it in the 
li^ht of an objection to a future life. Sufficient for 
this purpose is the evidence afibrded by the analogy 
of nature: the various changes which we ourselves 
^od other animals undergo during the present life^ 
furnish strong inferences as to the etifect which death 
n^"^ or may not have upon us. 

If we consider the progress from infancy to matu- 
rity in man, we cannot but perceive it to be a gene^ 
nd law Qf nature, that the same individuals shouh 
exist with perceptions, and capacities immensely 
ditlerent in the dinerent periods of their lives. Ou 
<tate in the womb, and durinff the first moments o 
our subsequent existence, and the condition appointee 
tts in the maturity of manhood, are as widely diiferen^ 

¥2 
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as we can possibly conceive any two states or de- 
grees to be constituted. 

Wonderful also are the transformations which infe- 
nor animalsvindergo: the change of worms into flie^ 
and the vast enlargement of tfaeir locomotive power* 
byauch achange; the passage ofbirdsand insects into 
a new world, after bursting the shell, their first haln- ' 
tation ; are instances of this general law of natmCL 
The gpat not only changes surprisingly its figure and 
properties, but even its element, as in its worm-state 
It lives in the stagnant waters, A condition there- 
fore after death, exceedingly diSerent ftxnn that in 
which we live at present, is but according to the 
analogy of nature, and an order and appointment of 
the same kind wilhwhatwe have already experienced 
in ourselves, or observed in other created beingB. 

" Those strange and mystical transmigrations that 
I have observed in silk-worms, turned my philoso- 
phy into divinity," says the learned and excellent 
nr Thomas Browne, in page 1 10 of his Religio Mo- 

^"Xl ^igiiifics tbe human soul, and a butterfly; 
so forcibly were the Greeks struck with the analogy 
between the wonderful transformation of this insect, 
and the survival and liberty of the soul after its sepa- 
ration from the body. The analogy between our 
living soul, this animula vagula blandula, and this 
mysterious insect, appeared to them so strong, that 
It is one of the most common and fiivourite emblems 
exhibited on their medals. The marriage of Cupid 
and Psyche is, with great reason, concluded to be an 
allegory ; and though related only by Apuleius, an 
author of the second century, we cannot doubt of it* 
.. place in the ancient mythology, while we behold it 
{depictured on so many gems and medals. The mo- 
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rality included in this allegory is well unfolded in a 
little pamphlet^ containing remarks on the ballad of 
Copid and Psyche ; and the opinions of this writer 
are confirmed by the acquiescence of Mr. Bryant, in 
p. 391 of the second volume of his Treatise on the 
Mythology of the Ancients. 

I shall now present the reader with a poem, which 
I have taken the freedom to extract from a very ele- 
gant and instructive publication of the day, called 
the Naturalist's Miscellany. 

" Segnre et informis serpens emea per herbas 
Innocne vhridi sustinet ora cibo. 
Jam conriva satnr pertssa et lumina vitae 
Qus&rit in eflRissa ponere corpus hamo; 
Exuit et vestem, ac cscis Commissa latebrit 
BormH, et in placida morte quieta manet. 
Hybemi frnstra sugiunt per pascna venti, 
Altaqoe Nix rigtdo iam tenet ar^ geln. 
Ilia nihil sentit, tamuloque occlnsa profondo 
Dormity et a vento tuta et ab hoste jacet. 
At sinml anratis aperit cmn comibus annum 
Tamrus, et a Zephyris terra soluta viret, 
Cum frondent sytvas, cnm formosissimus annus, 
£n ! tmnnlo surgit pulchra phalena sao ! 
Snrgit, et ut veteris rompit jam clftostra sepolchri, 
Mirata speciem corporis ipsa sui. 
Qaam formoaa vigens! Oh <piantum diatat ab ilia 
Viderat erraatem qnam prior annus homi ! 
Alarum oruatum, gemmantes aspice ocellos ! 
Jam pluma in molli corpore multa nitet: 
MiHe trahens varios adverso sole colores 
Evolrat, et cfficos despicit inde rogos; 
Wandaque purpareis subveeta per aera pennia 
Per nemora et varies ezpatiatur agros. 
Inque vices lectisque rosis violisque superbe 
Incubat, et forma vincit utrasque sua. 
Scilicet et nostri repvtenter vana sepukhri 
Pnemia com tali taste probata rnanent?" 

p3 



" The bdplai cmriiag caterpillar tntca 
From the fim period of hb rept Je nee : 
Cloth'd in disbonour, on the le»tj tprtj, 
Dnxen, fan wean his silent faonri awa; ; 
1111, utiate grawa of all Uiat life sut^tei, 
Self-UDgbt tbe volnntary martyr din. 
Deep under earth his darkling courae iM heoll. 
And tu the tomh a willing guest desceadx: 
There, long secluded in his lonely cell, 
Forgeu the sun, and bids the wwld farewdL 
O'er the wide waste the wint'ry teoipests reign. 
And driring »aow8 usuipthe frusen piaia: 
In Tain the tempest beats, the wbiilwind btowf, 
No BtoTmi can violate fail grave*! repose. 
But when rerolTing months have won their way. 
When smile tbe woods, and ivhen the zapfayn iriajr. 
When laughs the vivid world in ■uauner'i bloom. 
He burstt, and Sies tiiumphaat from the tomb i 
And while hii new-born beauties hediiplayi. 
With consciaui joy his alter'd form auneyi. 
Hark, while be moves amid tbe sunny beam. 
O'er his solt wings tbe varying lustre gleam. 
Launeh'd intu air, on purple wings he toan; 
Gay nature's face with wanton |d>nce explorai; 
Proud of his variuus beauties, wings his way. 
And spoils the fairest flowers, himself more fair tlwa they. 
And deems weak man tbe fiitare promise rain. 
When wormi can die, and glorioos riaa again i" 

To show more clearly the appoaitenesi of this allo- 
siou to the transformation of tlus insect, as an emblem 
t>f the soul's translation into a future state, I shall 

Cluce some noble lines which begin the ninth 
k of Lucan's Pharsalia, descriptive of the apothe- 
osis of Pompey ; in which tbe reader will remark a 
peat resemblance to the lines aboye inserted. 

" At Don in [%aria Hane* jacu^re fevilla. 
Nee cinis eziguni tsntam compescnit nmbram. 
Prosilait buMO, semustaque membra rdinqaans, 
Pegcnei«aiqiie rogum, sequitaT eomoxa tooantis. 
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Qua mger astriferis connectitar axibns aer, 
Qaodque patet terras iater iaoaeque meatus 
Semidei manes habitant, quos ignea virtus 
Innocuos vita}, patientes aetheris imi 
Fecit et stemos animas collegit in orbes. 
Non illuc auro positi, nee ture sepulti 
Perveniunt ; iilic postquam se lumine vero 
Impievit, stellasque vagas miratnr, et astra 
Fixa polis, vidit quanta sub nocte jaceret 
Nostra dies^ risitque sui ludibria truncu" 

Mr, Rowe has thus translated this passage: 

" Nor in the dying embers of its pile 
Slept the great souV upon, the banks of Nile, 
Nor longer by the earthly parts restrained. 
Amidst its wretched rell^ was detained ; 
Buty active and impatient^^e^^tay, [^ay- 

Shot from the mouldering heap, and upwards urg'd its 
Far in those azure regions of the air 
Which border on the rolling starry sphere, 
Beyond our orb, and nearer to that height 
Where Cynthia drives around her silver light. 
Their happy seats the demi-gods possess. 
Refined by virtue, and prepar*d for bliss; 
Of life unblam'd, a pure and pious race. 
Worthy that lower heav'n and stars to grace. 
Divine, and equal to the glorious place. 
There Pompey*s soul, adorn'd with heav'nly light, 
Skx>n shone among the rest, and as the rest was bright ; 
New to the blest abode, with wonder filPd, 
The stars and moving planets he beheld. 
Then looking down on the sun's feeble ray, 
Smrey'd our dusky, faint, imperfect day. 
And under what a cloud of night we lay; 
But when he saw, how, on the shore foriom, 
 His headless trunk was cast for public scorn. 
When he beheld how cruel Fortune still 
Took pains to use a senseless carcass ill ; 
He smil'd at the vain malice of bb foe. 
And pitied impotent mankind below," 



J 
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re now to consider whedier, in dte reaaon of 
i;, there be any grouods for inpposing tbat 

the deBtractlon of a liTing agent : for if 
no Well-grounded apprehensuNi at a\\, either 
^ason of the thing, or in the analogy of na- 
>t this will be the ciue, we hare a nar pre- 
n that our liTing powers will remain after the 
on of the body ; a preaumption built on that 
analogy, expreiBed in the word ccmtimiaHct, 
eems our only natural rea8<Hi for beliering 
course of this world wilt be to-morrow, as it 
n BO far back as our experience or know- 
r history can carry us. This is an assurance 
importance, and snch as, in the afiairs of 
I life, is fully sufficient to groimd all our yro- 
I upon. To obtain this assurance in regard 
ire life, all that is really necessary is to prove 
re is no distinct ground for any apprehen- 
t death will destroy * living agait, materer 
1 suspicicm, prior to the iwtural and moral 
the contrary, might arise froin Uk terrors 
iuation, that the sensible shock of that event 
Tolve our complete destructioa ; for if th«e 
round for thidcing that desith will destroy 
ng Mwers, why not conclode, as we do in 
to tne course of nature, that, as we know 
ist up to that event, they will exist afi«F it * 
be any dittinct ground for such an appre- 
, it must arise eith^ frcnn the reaaoa of the 
r from the analogy of oatore. 

as for the analogy of nature, it cannot af- 
e slightest presumption that other animals 
ie thJeir living powers, much less that they 
»n by death : for we have no faculties to 
ly beyood, w tbroogfa H, m as to see what 
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becomes of them after it. Death withdraws from 
our view the sensible proof we had before of their 
living powers^ but affords no manner of reason to 
believe that they are by that event deprived of them. 
The reason of the thmg can furnish no proof that 
death is the destruction of a living agent, since we 
know not what death is. in itself. We behold the 
dissolution of our flesh and bones ; but these we 
have seen in part alienated and destroyed without 
any seeming interruption to our living powers. We 
know not on what these living powers depend, since 
the actual exercise and the capacity of exercising 
them are suspended during sleep or a swoon; yet do 
they remain undestroyed. — If, then, we do not know 
on what they depend, how can we be sure that 
death will destroy them ? 

I am much concerned at the necessity of breaking 
off in the middle of this great subject, andofpur- 
sumg it through part of the succeeding paper. .1 
will try to think, however, that I have raised suffi- 
cient curiosity in my readers to insure their acqui- 
escence. Unless I were to prosecute this subject to 
the end without interruption, the force of the argu- 
ment would be dissipated and relaxed ; for as I have 
once already observed, it is the stress of many par- 
tkulars, and the accumulation of instances, that con* 
stitute the strength of probable evidence ; where$.< 
a single demonstration is as good as a thousand. 
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Tbr loid » tkjvit--lhr bodr thu»~Ui:r Bztendi thj boAj'u 

I SBALL in this p^ier, ai I pronuwd my teadent 
ccmctude the subject of my last; and what room ro- 
mains will be filled up with some letters whidi will 
accord with the subject I opm with, in as nrach Ml 
tikNiffh they do not immediately toocfa upon religio* 
itself they will show some of the iairast fniits u it 
in the condHct of one of its professors. 

The argument oa which we have been bailding*, 
has more thaa a negative rirtoe; for the retAonof 
the thing does not only afibrd no proof that deatk 
will be the destruction of a living a^pent, but it pa- 
aitively forbids such a soppositioiv by proving it la 
be improbable. A multitode of circumstances aii4 
caaes may be adduced in proof of the entire s^m* 
nte natures of the spiritual and corpore^ substances 
— their independency, l^ir disparity, and their dis^ 
agreement. For though a rarie^ of instances might 
be produced, in which they appear to uifibr tc^e- 
ther, yet, ai long as we can ai^e tram so many in 
^hich the one subsisti in full ^ory and perfection 
*>nder the greatest infirmities and afilictiiHia of the 
other, there is enough to convince us that their cott- 
loetion i» not permanent and neceMary, but tempi>< 
'^•■y and accidental. 1 
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I have alwayi admired the force of (Jh Lat 
Mil, wheo I have met with it in the place 
ttuuat; and have ever been delighted witi 
passages in heathen authors, in which ihe lu 
gour of the mind, prompted by the analog; 
tare, springs forth of itself, and grasps a tut 
iitence, which, though not approKhing tb 
tian inunutality, shows how much onr nnait 
Mm delights to festen on ttus ctnuoling hope, 
til its wanderings and perversions. So sep 
their natures were the bo<i1 and the body coi 
by Plato and Pytbagoru, that they were 
comparing than to a chariot and chariotei 
Bccwdiag to those great men, we lay down 
dies as we lay down onr carriages, hiding to 
them in hsf>{Her times, and under circumsts 
greater splendour. The skub meaning is j 
m four words by the sage Epictetus, " "^v^ 
fiari^^ov rtxpoi ;" to which I shall give 
translation, as I think its spirit would escap 
Eiuflish, — " aniitiula et cadaver gatam." 

Thus the living agent mak^ use of a 
■Dbstance (for mch is its destiny here) as the 
ment of its operations. If this instnnnenl 
jured, its exerrious are obstructed, but its o 
temun the same ; tiiat is to My, its exert 
obstructed as long m its obligation to use 
■btunent remuns. Let the means be resto' 
the power again di^lays itself. This capt 
•ides in the consciousiefli of the mind ; it be 
our living powers, to something independei 
matter. For some time af^r the sroputati 
limb, the sufierer is said to feel as if he still 
it, and had actually the power of walking s 
which afibrds an infisrence in tavour of v 
been stated above, that this c{f)3city is in I 
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and a part of car livmg povrers, entirely separate 
from the instnunent itself. If the capacity of seeing 
resided in the eye, spectacles coutd Dot imtHttre the 
sight ; for if such were the case, then woaM that ca- 
pacity be impaired together with the eye itself; and 
we can aever suppose that mere inert and foreign 
matter could restore the living capacity, or be mora 
than subordinate and instrumental to its operations. 
But if, in this present life, the living capacity within 
Ds can make use of foreign matter as the instrument 
of its operations when its owa is inmifficient, why 
not in some other life make use of other and mock 
nobler instruments than this life can supply i 

All presumption that death will be the destruction 
of living beings, must rest upon the sapposition that 
these living beings are compounded, and therefore 
capable of being dissolved : but since the perception 
or consciousness which we hare of our own exist- 
ence is- indivisible, so that it is a contradicticm to Sup- 
pose one part here and another there, the perceptive 
power, or power of consciousness, is indivisible alst^ 
and consequently the subject in which it resides —  
the ccmscious being. 

If the reader does not reacUly conceive all this, let 
him look into page 780 of Cudworth's Intellectual 
System. In the mean time to proceed:— Sapposin^ 
tiien, a living agent to be a single being, it follows, 
that our orgamsed bodies are no more a part of onr- 
•elves than any other .matter around us; ami it is 
as easy to conceive, that we may live out of oar 
.bodies as in them — it is as easy to concave, that we 
might possess animated bodies of any other organs 
«r senses, or that we may hereafter animate these 
wme bodies difierently modified and orgamsed, as 
*nat we can animate such bodies m we have at pre- 
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It is well known that the bodies of animals are in 
constant flux : we have already, several times over, 
lost a grea^t part, or perhaps the whole of our bodies; 
yet we reipain the same living agents — why then 
should we pot remain the same after death? After 
having passed through so many revolutions of matter, 
why should we suppose that death has power to de- 
stroy us ? And why should the suddenness of the 
stroke destroy us? We find that sudden losses and 
alienations do not affect our living powers, for we can 
aiford to lose several limbs without any defalcation 
of intellect. To some parts of our bodies, indeed, we 
stand in a nearer relation than to others; but what 
does this amount to, but that the living agent and 
those parts of the body do mutually aflect each 
other? The same thing in kind, though not in de« 
gree, may be said of all foreign matter which gives 
us ideas, or over which we have any power. 

There is therefore, on the whole, no s^und for 
Supposing that the dissolution of any matter is the 
destruction of a living agent, from the interest he 
oQce had in such matter. I have heard these argu- 
ments objected to, as pleading for the immortality of 
brutes. But 1 ask, where is the mischief if they do? 
We must take truth with all its consequences. I 
know not why I am not to suppose that brutes are 
immortal: we ourselves were once as imbecile as 
they. Such a supposition, however, does by no 
means admit them to a coheirship with ourselves; 
since their natural immortality does not in the least 
imply that they are endued with any latent capaci- 
ties of a rational or moral nature. 

The letters which I promised at the beginning of 
my paper, I sliall now produce with sensible satislao 
tion, as they reflect great credit upon a . profession^ 

YpL. xui. c 
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n a (mo// parish, assist thoK who most need- 
iBtruction, and preach U> them, even while ab- 

! putting into their hands some of those ex- 
ittle treatises written by the worthy members 
ir church, with a deaire to promote the true 
est of religion, and teach men how to live to 
s glory, and be happy for ever. But ibis I 
I not expect to do in a great one : therefore 1 
[ I ought rather to discl^m the thoughts of 
ig another, than. perform so small a share of duty 
myself, or give my best friend repeated troable 
t what I might not live long to enjoy. I hope 
ill ever grittefully remember year many bind- 
>g and great favours ofiered to me, who am, 
" Sir, 
'' Your most obedient 

" and obliged humble servant, 

" Thomas S r." 

f thing in this paper should, as far as poi- 
I the same colour with the noble sendmenU 
lined in the above letters, I am glad to be em> 
ired, by the same hand from which those were 
ved, to lay before the reader an interesting lett«r 
Dr. Tillotson to Sir Robert Atkins. 

noured Sir, May II, 1686. 

" I am sorry I did not know of your being 
wn, that I might have paid my respects to you 
>ur lodgings. It is upon Mr. Brabant's request 
I now ipve you this trouble. He tells me you 
pleased to promise him the living of Waltham 
iy, when it should be void, as it is shortly likely 
.; but that he having, since that promise, obtain- 
lother living, you make a doubt whether it ba 
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lawiiil for him to leave that, and take another; and 
that in this my opinion is desired. When he men^* 
tioned this to me, I was afraid he had desired to have 
had both ; which, wi^ me, would hare made a much 
greater difficulty, especially considering the great- 
ness of the parishes, and the distance between them. 
But I never had any s^prehension of the unlawful- 
ness of the other, if there be the same probability of 
doing good, which ought always to be regarded, be- 
cause that is the end of our ministry. I know our 
law calls a man's living hb wife ; but there is no ar- 
guing from similitudes, if the reason be not equal in 
both cases, which I confess I do not see. 

** When by your favour and interest (which I must 
ever own with a just sense of it) I was preferred to 
Lincoln's Inn, I left a living in the country, not 
doubting but that I might lawfully do it, and had 
reason to do so ; because I hoped, or at least was 
over-ruled by my friends into an apprehension, that 
I should be in a capacity of doing more good there 
than in the country: and the same consideration 
hath kept me there so many years, though I have 
twice been offered by my late lord chancellor Not- 
tingham, and once very earnestly importuned by him 
to accept of St. Martin's in the Fields, the greatest 
and best living in England; which I only mention, 
to show that lalways thought it lawful to remove 
from one place to another, but still with regard to 
our great end, which is the probability and opportu- 
nity of doing most good* But I submit all this to 
your better judgement and consideration ; and shaU 
only crave leave to add, that, unless you think the 
thing clearly unlawful, the obligation of your prom' 
is still ki fbree. With my very humble service 
my lady, and my hearty prayers for her safp d 

c3 
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eraoce, and for the proaperity of yoor family, I 

Est, 

" Honoured sir, 
" Your most obliged and humble Berraii^ 

" Jo. TlLLOTSOH.** 

The letter which follows has already been in print; 
nt as it is probable that few of my r^ers have met 
ith it, ana as it suits admirably the complexion of 
lis paper, I cannot refuse myself the satisfaction of 
iserting it. It is from sir Hugh Dalrymple to sir 
iiuirence Dondas. 

Dear Sir Laurence, North Berwick. 

" Having spent a whole life in the pursuit 
r pleasure and health, I am now retired from the 
vrld, with poverty and the gout; so joining with 
olomon, that " all is vanity aad vexation of spirit," 

so to church every day, and say my prayers. 
lOmg last Sunday as umal, I saw an unknown man 
I the pulpit; and rising up to pray, I found my 
ora engaged by the foreign accent of the parson. 
 '  all i "  ' ' '  



paid him all attenlJrm, and had my devo^on 
iralceoed by the most pathetic prayer which 
eard. This made me attend equaUy to the » 



iralcened by the most pathetic prayer which I e 
ard. This made me attend equaUy to the sem 
abetter never camefromthetipsof man. I return- 



i in the afternoon, and heard the same preacher 
nish his morning's work by the finest chain of rea- 
ming conveyed in the most elo<]uent expression. I 
mt to ask 'the Man of God to honour my roof, and 
inewitji me. I asked him about his country; I 
ren asked him if his sermons were his own ? He 
oIEnned they were. I assured him I believed him, 
for never man wrote or spoke so well, " My name," 
uys he, « is Dishington. I am curate to a mad 
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minister in the Orkneys, who enjoys a rich benefice 
of 50/, a-year, out of which I receive 20/. for preach- 
ing to and instructing 1200 people, who inhabit 
several islands. Out of this 201. I pay 25 shillings 
every year to the boatman wbo transports me from 
one to the other by turns. 1 should be very glad if 
I could continue in that terrestrial paradise; but we 
have a great lord, who has many little people soli- 
ciUng him for many little things which he can do, 
and many that he cannot do; and if my minister 
were to die, his succession is too great a prize not to 
raise up many powerfial rivals to baulk my hopes of 
preferment." 1 asked of him if he possessed any 
other wealth than his 20/. a-year? " Yes," said he, 
" I married the prettiest girl in the island; she has 
already blessed me withtnreecbildren, and, as we are 
both young, we may expect more. Besides, I am 
so beloved, that I have all my turf brought home 
carriage-free." — This is my story; now to the 
prayer of my petition. I never before envied you 
the possession of the Orkneys, which I now do, only 
to provide for this eloquent innocent apoxtle. The 
sun has refused your barren island its kind influ- 
ence; do not then deprive them of so eloquent a 
preacher.*** 

" Yours, in all meekness and benevolence, 

" H. D." 
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Uagraini ctrii juidilam praata 

gmia tx nnspeniZia lajaaxt, 

haerteiU. 
rbey tliiak tiiey hare done woodeiB, if, by <ini[dy cohraring 

their ttaonshts witfa other men's wit, tbey can shorten th« 

fatiguea of atudy, or just peneuate the rind ofkoowledBB, 

unaUe to pierce into ttw core. 

I HAVE given my readers a chapter on the false re- 
finements of the present age — I shall now present 
them with tejr thoughts on the false learning by which 
it is disgraced. 

False learning, in which I include lalse tasl«, u 
properly a branch of that folse spirit of refiuonent 
which has been considered before, and con^sts, in 
lord Bacon's words, " of vain altercations, vun a^o- 
tatims, and vain imaginations." This part of the 
question was left untouched in the former pap^, af 
being a topic broad and interesting enough toderaand 
a separate consideration. It is a subject of regret to 
consider, that this false learning does not arise from 
the want of a disposition in the character of the 
times, towards objects of this nature, but from a 
wrong bias in its direction, resulting from the conta- 
giom efiecis of this distempered refinement. 

It would be unjust to qur own age to deny, that 
what we have lost in depth, we have recovered in 
breadth ; and that, for one profoundly learned of the 
old timea, we have ten superficially so indie present. 
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Unfortunately, indeed, literature has of late years be- 
come a part of the mode, and has accordingly par- 
taken ot its insipidity, its caprice, and its adultera- 
tions. There is io Fashion a tyrannical insolence, 
that loves to trample upon nature and the right con- 
stitution of things : she insists upon submission, and 
yet her requisitions are as perverse as they are per- 
emptory. She imposes the same tax upon us all, 
without considerini; our inequality of resource, and 
diSerent measures of ability. If it be the fashion to 
be learned, learned we must be at all evenU ; and 
our ingenuity is strained to the top of its bent, to 
discover succedaneums that may supply, and impo- 
sitiona that may dazzle, till literature becomes a 
commodity as artificial as dress, and admits of the 
same mockery of imitation, the same speciousness of 
ornament, the same coxcombry of character, and 
the same artifices of deception. When an articW. 
becomes the mode, such as have the means will 
procure it genuine and perfect ; while those who are 
without them, must resort to some adulteration that 
retains its resemblEuice, or some composition tliat 
usurps its appearance. 

The remark is perhaps a little paradoxical, yet ia 
some circumstances I cannot but lament the abun- 
dance of our resources, and the fertility of our in- 
ventions, which, in respect to learning, have conjured 
up such impositions and deceptions, and suggested 
such seducing resemblances, that we are betrayed 
by our impatieuce, precipitance, and vanity, into the 
adoption of this literary chicane, instead of the inge- 
nuous ambition of real attainments. The cf ' ' 
these mechanical helps has been very iquch U 
tiply the professors of knowledge, without 
many to the number of its faithful votaries 
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have nocked its wardrobe with inch an wezbamtiblB 
diTersitjr of tinselled apparel, that her badges ha« , 
lost their customary diuinction, and are bcxmne U 
equivocal tests as nbaiid* and stan. 

Besides the operation of this imperthieiit miztnn 
of fashion, in exteoding the surface, and cootiac^ 
the depth of knowledge, it may be made a qneatioii, 
. whether some of those inventims on which hTimanity 
pndes itself the most, may not be in same sort 
chargeable on a similar ground. I contemplate the 
art of printing with » piovs sort of gratitude, when I 
consider it as nobly instrmneaul towards the pivps- 
gation of truths, which laid clain to nniversality, and 
involved the immortal interests of the sou). 1 legard 
it with reverence, as the only weapon of power t« 
(»pe with the spreading usurpations of prejudice asd 
error, which were not to be overcome by partial op- 
position, or temporary exertions : with the gigantic 
arms with which this art has furnished as, we haw 
been enabled to grapple with &ror in her remote* 
retreats, and expose bei under all her dbgutsea. 

Unhappily, however, the assistance which tUs art 
affords us, is of a mercenary nature: indifferent 'n 
Hself, it obeys whatever impaUe and directicm are 
jriven to it ; and, in a certun ratio with oar spread- 
i^ig inquiries, delusions and false lights have becA 
unhappily multiplied. When the tones of public 
reasoning) by being overstretched, grow lax tat 
nerveless, and a wanton spirit of change gets abrmd, 
tjnder pretence of illumination and discoyery; wtm 
a secret corruption has invaded our stores of accunM- 
lated knowledge, and a cprroding infideUty i» W" 
■uming the very core of philoeophv ; our aamintM 
is turned to regret, in contemplating this mighty en- 
gine of intell^tual nilei in the hands of a naninl 
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fi>e, disposed to use it to our destruction, and leaye 
us nothing but the monuments of hded vigour and 
lost perfection. 

But there are other circumstances in the tendency 
of this noble invention, which are but too favourable 
to iklse learning. The multiplication of books on 
every subject has occasioned to some a perplexity of 
choice in the destination of their views, that has long 
suspended their application ; and to others, an un* 
cootroulable passion for reading, that intrenches upon 
the time wmch belongs to reflection, and harasses 
the mind in a perpetual chase, by starting at each mi« 
Ante fresh objects of pursuit. The character of a 
hook-purchaser, known in ancient times, and so com* 
Rion in our own, seems to spread with the increase of 
this literary merchandise. A good library is now a 
part of every gentleman's establishment ; and if the 
learning of a wealthy man be but elegantly bound, 
&o matter in how small a compass, or with how great 
a waste of margin. It is a common thing for a mo- 
<lem scholar to found his fame on the arrangement 
of his library; tender the mean while of its repose, 
and viewing it with a sort of Platonic love, that suffers 
no thoughts of actual fruition to break the serenity 
of his contemplations : while others, with a passion 
for distinction, without an idea of difiference, rest their 
claims to literary eminence on their painful acquis!- 
tbn of scaiirce editions, of which their admiration is 
as groundless as that with which children prefer a 
Althing with a hole in the middle, to one that has no 
•ttch pretensions to notice. 

I do not love to let my^lf loose in unqualified 
censare ; and yet I cannot in this place help feeling 
a temptation to declare, that, in the long course of 
my observation of humom nature, I have never dis 
covered much real knowledge in your indefatigabh 
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book-cbtlectoni ; and am often put in mind, when I 
am led in triutnph to tbeir libraries^ wbich I am to 
consider as be.irine testimOHy to their learning, of 
our common frienj Mr. Patence, who, in a note to 
his advertisement, in which the ^afflicted are more 
particularly instructed how to Bod his house, tells ua, 
"that hia abilities ar« to be known by the blue lamps 
at his dnor." 

Lucian is very pleasantly severe upon the illiterate 
book-hunter, and enforces a sensible fltrain of ridi- 
cule with this story among others. "A man of re- 
spectable quality, whose name was ETangelns, had 
conceived a mighty rage for gaining a victory at the 
Pythian Games. As his personal deficiencies pre- 
cluded all eKcellence in running or wrestling, he be- 
thought himself of his skill in playing on the harp, 
which had been so magnified by some treacherous 
flatterers, that he resolved to try the success of this 
fancied accomplishment. To Delphi then be came 
in gi-eat splendour, wiih a crown of laurel ornament- 
ed with gold and emeralds. Nothing could, exceed 
the beanty and richness of his harp, which was de- 
corated with jewels and gems of great costliness, and 
on which the figures of Apollo, Oq>heus, and the 
Muses, were admirably sculptured. When the day 
of celebration arrived, three candidates presented 
themselves; but Evai^elus drew upon himself tbe 
admiration of all the spectators, arrayed as he was iU 
a purple robe, and shining all over with diamonds of 
the tinest lustre. Thespis, the Theban, came first 
into the lists, and exhibited no inconsiderable talent; 
but he could hardly prevent the impatience of his 
auditors from breaking forth, so great were their ex- 
pectations of the skill of Evaneelue. At length tbe 
Theban harper finished ; and now stepped forth, 
with a countenance betraying, a confideni security, 
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the fayourke of the public : a respectful silence pre- 
vailed; expectation had charmed every tongue^ and 
every man was preparing himself to teel sensations 
he had never proved betbre ; when, after a variety of 
floarishes and gestures on the part of the performer; 
a wretched unmusical strain assaulted their ears, ac- 
companied with the snapping of the chords, which 
were not able to sustain the rudeness of his blows. 
The surprise of the assembly held them for some 
time in this silence, so flattering to the deluded Evan- 
gelus; till at length the performance became so 
intolerable, that the judges, enraged with their disap- 
pointment, and conceiving themselves in a manner 
msulted, ordered him to be turned out of the theatre, 
and ivell disciplined for his ignorant assurance. As 
soon as he was dismissed, an Elean, whose name was 
Eumelus, came modestly forward, whose whole ap- 
pointment was scarcely worth ten drachmas; his 
harp was old and crazy, and furnished with wooden ^ 

pegs. The man's appearance, however, was pre- l 

sently forgotten when he began to sing and play, 
both of which he did in a manner so exquisite and 
masterly, that the most rapturous attention fixed 
every eye upcm him; and while he touched the 
chords, his air and figure, and his very instrument, 
homely as it was, appeareil with infinitely mt re 
grace than his opponent was able to assume, with 
R)e aid of his trappings and insignia. As he was 
returning from the theatre, with his crown of victory 
M his head, he met Evangelus, and thus accosted 
him — « Friend, you have now hud an opportunity of 
learning, that the union of folly and splendour draws 
aggravated ridicule upon both ; and that where we 
iSad it yoked with arrogance and pomposity, we 
cannot even pity the miscarriage of ignorance." 
r have no intention, any more than my friend Lu- 
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oapatHHis had narroned the range of tiieir rarawity, 
and how much I might have oreriooked of wh.,t con- 
cerns our ^eoeral nature, had 1 fotlotred in the aelec- 
ttonof my subjectB the coansel of tuiy ooe iudnU 
dual. 

My excelknt old friend, Mr. Allworth, whose ta- 
lent of reasoning upon life, independently o4' his 
own pai'tkcular concema in it, i» peculiar to btBaaelf, 
gOiYe me real pleasure by his manner of considering 
this subject. " When 1 think," said he, " good Mr. 
Olive-branch, upon the objects and uses <^ this un- 
dertaking of yours, it strikes me that it canoot well 
cover too estensive a portion of thai variety which 
human life alfiirds ; while it mainUuns ia itself a 
certain consistency and order, a cert^n regularity of 
construction, and subscTviency of parts, which will 
stamp it a whole when it comes to its completioa, 
place it above mere collections and magazines, and 
assign it a liberal rank unone intellectual produc- 
tions. It should, methinks, continued he, " be 
constructed and distributed like the plan of a Rranan 
villa, with its arbami, its natica, and Mfructtutria. 
Its tirbana, laid out in elegant apartments, should 
admit only drawing-room company and fashionable 
topics ; its rtatiea should be dedicated to humbler 
lite and homelier characters, and accommodated to 
the uses of the mechanic, the labourer, and the pea- 
sant. Into the >hicft«ir(o should be thrown frag- 
cienjs of erudition and straps of pleasantry, hints, 

tirojecta, inventioBS, specimens, and a rich miscel- 
any of ready materials. It might not be amiss also, 
if you had your chaiobatcium, or goose- pen ; your 
NcMofty^A tufN, or place for wild fowl; yourMafe, for 
■wine ; cochleare, for snails ; and theriotmphittnt, fn 
Wild beasM. With this stock and cstablishmetU, you 
BBve tally to place yourself in the cauUio, which wai 
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usually at the top of the tower, whence you may 
OFeriook tbe land that stretches itself before yoyu, ana 
select those objects which interest you most iu th« 
busy scene which presents itself/' 

1 relished this idea of my good friend's so well^ 
that i have been induced' to carry it a step or two 
ferther, and, in consequence of a very carious letter 
I received a few days ago from an intelligent corre<» 
(pondent in my neighbourhood, on the subject of 
sign-posts, have been induced to add to my pcemisei 
an apartment for noonsters. 



To Mr. Simon Olive^hrancK 

*' Having observed that it is the spirit of your 
undertaking to reject no topics from which instruc* 
tiou or amusement may be drawn, I have put to* 
gether, with a view to their admission into your 
paper, some remarks on the various devices by whi<^ 
mnkeepers and tradesmen decorate their houses, and 
distinguish their several occupations. 1 am well 
aware that the Spectator has pre-occupied a part of 
this ground, but a great deal remains yet to an at» 
tentive observer ; aad in this fairy world new and 
mysterious phaenomena are continually arising, to 
tempt conjecture, and excite investigation. 

" As to the moral purposes to be answered by this 
inquiry, I cannot boast much of them, unless you 
will allew that it afibixis an useiiil lesson, by ocea^ 
sioning us to reflect what a strange sort of creation 
we should gather around us, if we wf re left to qon* 
trive for ourselves, and into what an unaccountable 
perplexity we should throw the whole economy of 
nature, if she* were once to subnait her work to oon 
correction. 
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" Though I am well cpmrinced that Bign-posU are 
no modem invention, but of coDsiderable aatiqaitv. 
yet I believe that the Bush, which BiiH keeps ite 
place at country wakes, and which used to be hung 
up at the door of almost every cfrttage, la signify 
that the-owper had tapped a fresh, barrel of beer, 
Was the indication generatly Ekdopted in veiy early 
Uiqea. -I' have never read the Greek or Roman-wri* 
tiDgaina view to this object, but have no doubt of 
their existence anon^ them, i have somewbere 
leea ad bi^ula eapiirc, 'a» the signofihc bull's bead ;' 
ind 1 recollect a passage io UuinLilian to this pur- 
[loee, Tabcma erimt circa fvnaii, ac tCBtunt illud tiirni 
^nUid positutn — ' There were shops about the mar- 
cet-place, and that shield was put up by way of 
lign.' Your extensive reading m«y perhaps ftr- 
)ish you with many more passages that bear this 
vay. i shall enjfage no further in this deep part of 
he inquiry, but s^U begin with the creation .of 
hose monstrous productions which sign-post uainten 
lave been accused of introducing, but which in 
eality are to be charged to the account of the he- 
ald>. The Golden GrilTin, the Green Lion, the 
il^k Swan, and the fiiue Boar, are nothing more 
banA' griffin, or ; a lion, vert ; a swan, sable ; and 
, boar aznre ;.ihe simple heraldic distinction of the 
leighbouring lord paramount in the feudal times, 
nd adopted as a sign by such of his tenants a« 
pened nouses for the reception of the public. The 
ame systepi still prevails in eveiy part of tlrc king- 
om; and an attentive traveller, who is conversant 
;ith heraldry, may know what families are the prin- 
ipal proprietors of the estates over which he passes, 
ithout atkinc the question. Thus, in North Wales, 
!« Upright Haad, and the Eagles, will inform him 
■•ether he ii upon the territories of the Middcltons 
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or the Wjrnnes. The Eagle and Child, conuoonly 
called, in Lancashire, the Bird and Baby, serves in 
like manner to point out the estates of the earl of 
Derby, who bears that device for his crest. 

" When there is occasion to paint over again aa 
heraldic s^gn, the scientihc part being little attended 
to, it frequently happens, that only the principal 
component parts of the arms are retained upon th^ 
new board; to which circumstance we owe the 
Three Tuns, the Three Goats, the Three Swans, the 
Three Pretty Pigs, and iimumerable trios of the 
same kind. The most respectable class of signs is 
that of such as relate lo historical subjects ; some of 
these record minute facts which might otherwise 
have been lost to posterity. 1 remember to have 
seen at Sherston in Wiltshire, a sign called the BsM^- 
tlebones: upon making inquiry into the significa- 
tion of so obscure a name, which was not at all ex<« 
plained by a half- obi iterated painting on tbe sign* 
post, I learned that it was intended to commemorate 
a British hero, who, in lighting against the Danes, 
received a dreadful wound in the abdomen, and whq, 
in this critical situation, by holding a tile against the 
Wound, preserved his own life till he foi]^nd means to 
take away that of his enemy. Tbe classical sign of 
the Pick-my-toe relates to the well-itnowja story of 
the Roman, who would not* stop to pick a thorn ou( 
of his foot before he had delivered his message. 
The Rose and Crown still reminds us of the badges 
of the houses of York and Lancaster. The W^illiam 
of Walworth, represented in the act of arresting Wat; 
Tyler, is very properly chosen as a sign at th^ 
place whence he took his name. The restoration of 
Charles the Second introduced among us the com* 
mon sign of the Royal Oak ; and to the house of 
Hanover we owe the troops of White Horses which 
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pranced upon the sign-posts of our Whig innkeepers. 
1 suspect that the Hole in the Wall alludes to some 
obscure historical fact. 

" Sacred story has not been neglected by these 
historical sign-painters ; nor have they forgotten the 
mysterious character of the original in their unin- 
telligible mode of representation. In Chandos-street, 
a dragon supporting a bell, insinuates the story of 
Bell and the Dragon. The Two Spies, the Baptist's 
Head, the Noah's Ark, and the Jacob's Well, still 
bespeak a certain orthodoxy in the landlord, which, 
by an easy transition, we carry to his ale and Oc- 
tober. Among the few signs which propnety has 
suggested, I have remarked a portrait of Simon the 
Tanner of Joppa, at Bermondsey, and Elislia's Ra- 
Ten at a butcher's shop in the Borough, with a mut- 
ton-chop in its mouth. The King or Queen's head, 
on the sign-post of an inn, affords a pretty sure cri- 
terion by which we may guess the date of its origi- 
nal establishment, as the reigning monarch always 
lends his countenance upon these occasions. Some- 
limes indeed, on fresh painting the sign, the old 
king is deposed, and a new monarch reigns in his 
stead ; but no landlord that feels for the antiquity of 
his house will sutler this revolution to take place. 
Henry the Eighth is still to be seen at Lambeth ; 
and considering his host-like appearance, I wonder 
more freedoms have not been taken with his person 
in this way. A Queen Elizabeth is as scarce as an 
Otho. T here a re Jiutiewi Charlesevpediaps bejcause 
the head of a Stuart was thought an uncertaliijgr 
fitire; a greater proportion of King Williams, who 
It properly enough exhibited where the liquor of his 
country is sold ; more of Queen Anne than of George 
the First ; and several of the late king. A royal 
progress produces a number of new king's heads j on 
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these. occasions the paintecs work faster than the 
horses travel ; and 1 have known, his majesty's nose 
and chin get the start of him by a flill quarter of a 
mile. Biographical signs frequently occur in the 
cities of London and Westminster ; and they are ge- 
nerally placed with due regard to the residence or 
plape of resort of the persons whom they represent — 
as the Essex Head, the Sir John Falstatf, theSif 
Paul Pindar, the Whittingdon and his Cat, and many 
more of the same kind ; — a practice that will enable 
our English biographers to decide between contend- 
ing cities, in naming the birth-place of an illustrious 
character. 

" The devices of our tradesmen might in general 
bear a much, stronger relation than they do to their 
several occupations: some indeed are less unhappy 
than others. The peacock under a rainbow, is well 
enough chosen for a silk-dyer; the wheat-sheaf is a 
Kood emblem for a corn-chandler; and the ham and 
chicken are not nuich amiss for a cook's shop. The 
naked .boy with a pair of breeches in his band, in 
Monmouth-street, makes a more forcible appeal to 
us than the unwearied courtesy of the bowing- beg- 
gar-prince himself, striding from one frontier to the 
other of hi? ragged empire. The head of Sir Walter 
Raleigh very properly overlooks the door of a dealer 
in tobacco, as we owe the introduction of the plant 
to that illustrious admiral. Many tradesmen are 
contented with the representation of the article in 
which they deal ; and this would be perfectly unex- 
ceptionable, were it not that the mercantile principle 
of turning every thing to money had induced them 
to cover their signs with gold. Every object is seen 
hy them through this jaundiced medium ; and we 
have golden boots, golden periwigs, golden razors, 
golden hams, and golden sugar-loaves. As for the 
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fiah, they aft 1o^ m if they catne out oF PactO' 
toa'g stream. The cook in Rag- Fair, who hangs oat 
every morning a piece of raw beef, has bit npim a 
very natural mode of announcing his occupation; 
while the great A and the boancisg B, at a printer*! 
door, is perfectiv in character. 

" The bee-hive, as emblematical of industry, 
might be adopted by any trade; but 1 ebserre it ia 
most fi^uenEly used by the linen-drapers. The 
Adam and Ere too is a nrourite with tnem, being 
intended to exhibit the contrast between the vege- 
table drapery of our first ancestors, and the varied 
decorations of a modern drawing-room. The inge- 
nuity of rtie sisterhood, in the fabrication of lace and 
the omameDtal articles of female attire, may accoont 
for the sign of the Three Nuns at a milliner's shop; 
and I find great fault with Nun and Crucifix, milliners 
m Yorii-street, Covent- garden, for su£(ering a device 
K suited to their names and professions to escape 
tiiem. If these ladies, on a matter of such moment, 
thought it necessary to be liimished with a precedent, 
I eottid have supplied them with one on the grave 
authority of Batt. Pigeon, of tamouB memory; who, 
in the adoption of thiee pigeons for his sign, showed 
it to be bis opinion that a coincidence of name was 
a sufficient apology. Why a haberdasher sbonid 
live at the H«n and Chickens, I cannot imagine, or 
a tea-dealer at the si,Ti of the Grassbopper; unlets 
We suppose a change of tenants, and a transition from 
one business to another in the same shop, without 
ragard to the consequent anomaly of the signs: in- 
deed, unless for this way of accounting for it, the 
adoption of signs has sometimes such little fbua- 
datioD, that it would look almost like ^yptian 
idolatry. 

- We ^ould be at a loss to gueu at the Bseaning 
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of tlie leathern doublet at a great iron ^uncfery in 
lAie Borough, were we not informed that if was 
placed there by the first institutor of the manufac- 
ture, who, from a very humble beginning:, rose to 
distinguished opulence, as a representation of the 
identical doublet which he were when he first came 
up to the metropolis. The Z's, an ancient stgn at 
grocers' shops, look very enigmatical; but I am told 
3iey allude to the word zingiber, or ginger, and in- 
timated the sale of that article. Many have been the 
' conjectures about the sign of the Good Woman, which 
is used by the colour-men; and very undeserved jokes 
have been passed upon the fair sex on this occasion. 
Werci I to Jiazard an opinion upon so delicate a sub«- 
jeqt, it would be, that at the time when every trade and 
Occupation had its patron saint, male or female, the 
ciblour-men fixed upon some good woman who had 
lost her head by an accident not uncommon in the 
diays of saintship. The origin and meaning of the 
barbers' pole has aflbrded also a great field for con- 
jecture: it is generally, however, supposed to allude 
to the joint occupation which they formerly profess- 
ed; and its twisted ornament has been thought to re- 
jtresent the fillet which they used in bleeding. 

" I cannot quit these gentlemen without bestow- 
ing upon them the praise they so richly deserve for 
the moderation of their terms and their steadfast ad- 
herence to their original price, while the charges for 
every other article in life are so fast improving upon 
OS. This moderation is particularly commendable 
in men of genius and literature ; and under this head 
I introduce to your notice Mr. PuflP, who has inscrib- 
ed the following couplet over the entrance of ai 
alley in Shoreditch: 

" Up this Court live^ A. Puff, 
Shaves for a peimy, and thinks it A« Ntill'' 

VOL. XLU. I 



LOOKER-ON^ If SS, 

of my readers who are conQoisseuri or ama- 
aif^pajnting, must look to a future pEtper ioT 
JuiioQ of this subject 
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Lot discredit my opinions on a political sub- 
.t I confess myself an obscure Northampton- 
irgyman. It is not always the lot of those 
the busiest parts in life, to knoif the most 
in nature: a very wide range of exertionwill 
isoi'b reflection, and the mind will sometimes 
va out of its balance by the conflicting pi;e»' 
lurrouiiding objects. Such is the monotony 
.n passions, and such the uniformity that runs 
the human character, that if the sphere ia 
e mores be but wide enough fo^ him to col' 
>rt of average, each in his own little platoon, 
brce of careful observation, may arrive at > 
general knowledge of man and his nature, 
smark be just in regard to the conteiupla.tion 
idual man, it holds more strongly in vrhat 
the survey of civil society; for as, in this 
; can form no competent judgement of the 
Lit what is built upon a. consideration of the 
t is the more necessary to be so far unoccu- 
h the detail, as to possess our undentandinj^ 
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entire, and capable of stretching their views to 
wide relations of civil life. 

Your patriotic and manly proceedings have re 
ed me in my peaceful retreat; and as the deai^ 
mv periodical undertaking calls from me what 
efibris I can make in the cause of humanity and 
country, I am happy to have found a set of raei 
vhoux I can with courage address myself, aiu 
whose sanction I may with cnnfideDce recomn 
niy endeavours for the common good. The di» 
tents which have been sown with luch industi 
malignancy among our deluded countrymen, rei 
every exertion necessary to disabuse all those w 
BDJoymeat of the uDex,ampled blessings which 
present state of England holds out to tnein, has t 
transformed into a sour spirit of dissatisfaction, 
&e most unblushing mis-statements and the {9. 
theories. 

But nothing so {wvTokes our contempt, as the 
talince with which these proud prophets of sedi 

Predict the downfall of our national eitablishmt 
'hey assure us of this, as if it were a conclu 
deduced &om the quiet examination of the error 
our constitution J while they secretly presume « 
the success of their own machinations, and are re 
to charge upon the exaggerated corruptions of 
piditical system whatever calantities may result I 
theic own pestilential endeavours to disseminate 1 
leirors and fake feeling* among the natives of 
happy island. To coojure up tictitious ground 
complaint in the bosoms of those who contess tli 
selves happy and content, and to persuade ihei 
put every thing to hazard, in a state flourishing 
eaalted beyond all former experience, for the 
of giving a trial to theories, extravagant in 
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duced an laiexaapled slaie of furihical pnMiperky; 
k' it caa be the wtsk of 3ny but the mest abused «•- 
derstandings».or the covcaptest hearts, to baiter aotk 
a coQsututioa for schemes so crvde aod imaecomino- 
dating, of which no qinet experiment has yet beea 
made, and which, as £ar as they have advvmced in 
execution, have marked their footsteps witli blood } 

But the b€}tter to clear my ground, I must dei^ 
ihe solidity of any proofs whwh can be dvawn froiA 
the actual state of America, in support of these new 
ihe tries of goTemment. We know that, in the first 
ardoura of independence, aeoaese lereUing spirit w» 
as rife in that country as k has since beeonie among 
a neighbouring peopW ; and we know too, that after 
aufficient experience of the miseries to which they 
coaJucted, the minds of these British descendants 
vetumed to their natural posture, their natiTe €k»- 
racter of sense and manliness emerged ; and, karmg 
expotied to them the puerilities of their first essays 
in government, suggested a system in which bnawift 
nature, as well as human rights, were taken into^ the 
nccount : in which, by some entrenchments on«pe^ 
Gulative liberty, the sum of practical fveedom was- im- 
creased ; and in which securities were planted romd. 
man's social rights, by a necessary snbtraetion Stmk 
those which belong to a state of nature. 

I shall content myself, in this paper, with «sti^ 
mating the real vakie of these new lights in the theory 
of government, and shall hope to demonstrate, l^n^ 
by reason of their inapplicability to human afibtrs, 
they would prove but a bad exchange for a very 
faulty constitution, supposing that constitution- mSi^ 
* cient for the general purposes of order and civil r^ 
fitraint. If I shall have the good fortune to make 
this clear in my essay of to-day, I shall hope, next 
&itnrda^> to place in their true point iof oh\kpa)if 



ihe sc^emee of theBe destroying theorists, who would 
Vf'AMadly scatter in tbe dust the monuments of Bri- 
ttsh j&^offi, to make way for their houses of 

Jii the 5rst place, I would caution my countrymen 
aninst the stale pretences, set up by these politics^ 
dbctors, to new lights and intelligence : the same doo 
vines b&ve been preached in eeras remote from the 
jpresent, and have exalted their tonea with unfailing 
'Constancy, when the times have been most favour- 
' able to their recepti»». They roared forth their in- 
'' cohereaces with fanatical bowlings, amidst the base 
bypocrititral jargaa of CfoBweU's days ; and having . 
maiatained but a sb^rt-lived credit in tbeir native , 
barbarity of foTEa, they have since disguised them' : 
■dves in the dress of pbitoaophy, aiid played upon i 
IIS but t»o sQccessfally with the false glitter of their ; 
bonowed trappings. We cannot expect to found an '. 
ai^ument on many instances of their practical failure, 
mux (he repulsiveness of their nature (o all political 
uraagemeats, has denied them these opportunities 
ofn^ing so complete a display of the ignorance on 
which .tb^ are founded, ana has stopped them short 
m their caoeer, ere they could manifest their maturity 
tf coBtradiction and plenibidc of mischief 

Thuit ne see that in Fraoce, where tbe greatest 
■tni^le has been made to reconcile these abstracted 
i^jbti of man with his actual interests, wants, and 
dependencies, nothing can endure that is made of 
uch materials; and the vanity of their proceedings 
■nd floctnatitHi of their councils, the contradiction o' 
tbeir conduct and the unsteadiness of their profe 
ihHut, niark well the lubricity of all those princif 
which are not grounded in the real circumstancei 
(iai^ and in the constitution of nature. 

We have seen in that country a ^vemment f" 
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thrown ; a constitution substituted ; that constitntioii 
again subverted, although it had expressly 'proYided 
against violent changes ; and in its place we behold 
a shapeless pile of broken powers, top-heavy with an 
enormous military, and on the point of tumbling 
into one universal ruin. This army, which has 
carried away all those who should Imve cultivated 
the land, and thus may be said to have eaten up its 
Qwn bowels, has just in the eyes of all Europe given 
the lie to the most boasted principle of the Frendi 
revolution, I mean the abstinence from conquest, in 
annexing Savoy to the dominions of France. Into 
the same absurdities and contradictions are indivi- 
duals betrayed, when they profess a rule- of conduct 
which their natures are incompetent to maintain. 

The rights of man are of two denominations, as man 
has a two-fold nature — he is either a solitary indivi- 
dual, or he is a member of a corporation. As an inde- 
pendent individual, he has a right to all he can ac- 
quire ; as a member of a corporation, he has a right 
only towrhat he can acquire without trespassing upon 
others. In society, therefore, his rights become rela- 
tive and confined ; and, consequently, in questictos that 
relate to man in society, we are not to consider what 
are jnan's abstract and soUtary rights, but what are 
those rights which may be allow^ him consistently 
with the common advantage. Our individual rights 
ought to be considered as so completely subordinate 
to the interests of the whole, and by consequence so 
distinct from our individual interests, that our first 
care, in forming ourselves, into a political body, must 
he to establish a power which no individual can re- 
sist. Natural liberty, as has somewhere been said, 
Is the right of common on a waste ; but civil liberty 
is the safe exclusive enjoyment of a cultivated inclo- 
^tfure. The lights, then, which constitute our civil. 
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liberty, we the only lights which afe worth^msiin- 
tsuning, and these are properly tdie rights of the 
people. 

xhe word people supposes society and snboidina** 
lion ; and rnan, as^a part of the people, has his cirtl 
rights alone to consider, which include as much of 
his natursd rights as are wholesome m his present 
cifcumstances. Nor can man, in this situation, be 
laid to be removed out of a state of nature : it is 
only an improved state of nature to which he is ad- 
vanced. The weakness of infancy,, the vigour of 
manhood, and |;he wisdom of age, are all in a course 
of nature ; and the >real import of the term is so far 
from bein^ confined to a state .of ^acultivated inde** 
pendence, that art stfid habit do in fact belong to ouar 
nature, and are a part of our original constitution* 
It is this spontaneous faculty of improvement that is 
the distinguishing property of msai, in opposition lio 
the bmte : a state, therefore, to which the exercise 
of this attribute exalts us, cannot be otherwise than 
a state of nature to man; and, ^consequently, the 
nghts which belong to this state are natural rights ; 
and our civil rights are the jrights of nature and of 
man, in those circumstances of improvement to 
which the exercise of his natural faculties has raised 
him. 

JLet us i| Q ^"gPXJ!j;if" be impose^^ upon by. these 
;e_^^ rie8 aboul naSiral "liberty and the right* 
'oFmaii4„ Tel "us consider our rights as swallowed up 
m our interests^ and let us disclaim all those boasted 
Tights which are incompatible with our real happi 
hess. The right which we ought to contempla' 
^WtffTJhe greatest satis^SKCtion^ ji&.the right of r 
8trainijig,~l)y~in'Qt\iat Compact and general consei 
those unsocial rightswhich are exercised in sava 
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In the mean time, as an Endishman, I venerate 
civil liberty, and the rights of the people; but I 
have learned to know that civil liberty implies re- 
straint, and that the people's rights require to be se- 
cured by a strong government ; which government, 
to endure, must be accommodated to man's nature, 
and the mixed circumstances of his condition here. 
It must be built on no abstracted doctrines of right, 
but on the more solid ground of expediency. It 
must suppose and allow for human passions and hu- 
man vices ; it must maintain a controul over these 
passions, by directing them to mutual opposition ; it 
must turn them, when it can, into favourable chan- 
nels ; it must proceed upon a supposition that in- 
dustry begets property, property mequality, inequa* 
lity ambition ; it must conciliate, and not oppose, 
these natural tendencies, and enable itself to with- 
stand the shock of unavoidable evils^ by warily pro- 
viding against them. 

Politics are no abstract things ; they exist only 
by their relation to positive facts and occurrences. 
In the air of speculative possibility they cease to 
breathe ; they contain no metaphysical demonstra- 
tions, no truths d priori, no immutable axioms ; but 
are complexional^ contingent, and variable, as are 
all the natural and moral circumstances of man. 
Nothing is true in politics that is not experimentally 
good; and every thing is politicsilly false that is 
practically injurious. And thus we see that the 
principles of government, for which so many are 
searching into remote and occult causes, are in fact 
deposited in every man's bosom. 

The sense which our present race of speculative 
politicians would give to the rights of man, renders 
them as unwarrantable as the divine rights of kings ; 
and is certainly an error more dangerous in its con- 
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sequences, as it leads to the worst condition of hu- 
manity, a condition of anarchy and confusion. But 
whatever qualifications others more reasonable may 
annex to this phrase, it is the last imprudence to hold 
it forth to the people as expressive of the object for 
which they are to strive. The vulgar take the 
broadest meaning of the words, as most suitable to 
their capacities, and most flattering to their passions. 
The rights of man, to their conceptions, suppose an 
equal participation of luxury and power ; not under- 
standing* that power implies subordination, and lux- 
ury owes its existence to the distinction of orders in 
society ; that, in levelling the rich, they rob them- 
selves of employment ; and that, in raising them- 
selves out of their sphere, they would annihilate that 
description ffom which arises the plenty they are so 
ei^er to enjoy. 

When a people rise, from a sense of grievance, 
their objects are clear and definite ; but when their 
minds are possessed with a zeal for speculative opi- 
nions, they have no reason in their claims, or rule in 
their actions ; but urged on in the dark with undis- 
tinguishing impetuosity, they suppose every thing 
an enemy that they happen to encounter, and they 
destroy in a moment what an age is insufficient ta 
repaur. 
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TO THE ASSOeiAtlON FOR RKESEbVINO ItIB«llTir Mft^ 
PROP£E3T AGAINST REPUSUCAliS AIH> LEVELLEBSv 

In my paper of last Saturday,, it was my destgn t» 
show that the rights of man, m^ the sense in wliiob 
they are now vulgarly meant and understood, ar» 
not his natural ri^ks^ or suited to his ciroamslaiiGts 
in civil society. It follows,, tfaen^ that if our oonstt** 
tution be a bad one, at the worst it is better than< th* 
plan of these theoretical politicians, sinc« positive 
facts do undeniably prove, that, soch a» it is^ it hai 
enough of the cementing [urinciple to faold \m to* 
gether in a long political union* and sufficient accoai* 
modation to the wants and faculties of mao» to favour 
the growth of every social improvement. Now al« 
though this evident truth (upon the principle laid 
down in my last essay, that in. poUcics things ait* 
true or false according to their tendencies to pro* 
duce good or evil, without any reference to any ab«^ 
stract reasonings) is a clear testimony to the legiti- 
ma'cy and the wisdom of the British constitution ; yet 
as the causes of these eiOfects lie open to inquiry, it 
is worth the pains to examine them, to be convinced 
how far they are built on solid xaA durable foun- 
dations. 

Amidst all the variations in the moral circum- 
stances of man, his passions persevere in wl uniform 
and steady current. Their tones, their expressions. 
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and their modes, may be diversified by contin- 
gencies ; but their objects are ever the same. Rule, 
acquisition, distinction, pleasure, applause, are the 
rewards which animate his hopes, and prompt his. 
exertions. Forced into activity by these unweari^ 
monitors, he becon^ gradually acquainted with the 
capabilities of bis mind, and is led by their constant 
agency in a regular ascent to property, inequality, 
and subordination; taking new impressions as he. 
proceeds, till he reaches his true point of dignity 

and elevation in the orderly dispositions of civilised 
life. 

Now all this is in a true course of nature, and 
with little consultation of the rights of man. Still, 
m this state of improved nature, the human mind is 
true to itself, and preserves in a manner its paraU 
lelism. Its habits and. qualities have changea theiv 
modes, but are the same in principle, dilated indeed 
by their reference to higher purposes, and their coa* 
nection with wider combinations. We perceive, 
therefore, that these passions and dispositions are not 
only inseparable from the mind of man, but are 
really the instruments of his social advancement ; 
and that, plainly every good system of policy ought 
not only to suppose their existence and allow scope 
for their operation, but so to dispose and direct them 
as to render them subservient to its interests and 
support. 

The ancient governments were none of them suit- 
ed to the nature of man. Democracies were all either 
loose and uncompacted, or violent and distorted; 
and nothing shows their weakness more than their 
constant jealousy of their great men. Their history, 
therefore, is a melancholy picture of tumults and 
proscriptions; and, however it may suit the purposea 
of weak arguments to build xj^qix their examples^ 

roL. XMU m 
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ir transactions, it can never be the 
er mind to see them repeated in our 
narcAje* of old were still less calcu- 
e the happiness or improvement of 
ainly neither the one nor the other 
, the idea of consulting the nature of 
nal liberty was equaliy a stran^r to 

adapted was the commonwealth of 
»d the progressive improvement of 
ijuently so weak, timid, and jealoui 
, that the introduction of philosophy 
on of the arts were dreaded, by those 
the interests of the republic, as the 
their country's ruin. The Spartan 
I still more forced and unnatural than 
nd can only be admired by those po- 
ipinion it la that nature designed us 

that the ends of creation are fulfilled 
military discipline. Athens had no 
. deserves the name of government: 
;he force of emulation, the noble air 

a national pride, raised within its 

growth of geniuses, and produced 
have tiimished models to their pos- 
rts which dignify and polish huma- 
olitical light, it was the most wretch- 

:eive, in a sober examination of these 
w, that their prosperity, and eren 
ided upon the operation of a national 
itic enthusiasm in the mass of the 
this principle was in its full Tivacity, 
;o well; it served as a point of union 
iuals of the state: by an irresistible 
w every thing to itself; and every 
e, however ialrinsically barbarous. 
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suggested nothing to the mind but images and asso- 
ciations of the purest patriotic teadeitcy: but as 
soon as this superinduced and precarious principle 
fell away, for want of other cemenU arising out of 
the uniform and constant feelings and passions of the 
mind, the whole system went speedily to decay, and 
being vitally wrong in its construction, afTonled no 
stock from which recovery might be hoped, or 
whereon improvements might be grafted. 

It was late indeed in the history of man before it 
came to be understood that the pruiciple of surest 
operation, on which governmenta could depend for 
their continuance, was simply the love of self, a feel- 
ing that does not decay with time, or lie exposed tn 
contingencies; and that nn political union was made 
to last, in which the interests of the whole body were 
not so blended with those of the individual, that, in 
prosecuting his own advancement, he was adding 
strength and tupport to the community. This law 
of action and reaction, a^d this spirit of mutual con- 
troul which pervades all nature, and which upholds 
the great fctbric of the universe, did sometimes pre- 
sent itself to the wisest among the ancients, as ailord- 
ing analogies to direct us in the theory of govern- 
ments; but they cherished it as a pleasing vision, not 
daring to hope that the temper of the times would 
ever admit of so rational a system. 

This theory, so sublime, so consonant to the migh- 
ty scheme of nature, so grounded in principles of 
unfailing operation, which no force of human genius 
or human counsels have been able to accomplish 
under all the diversities of place and 
9D the great theatre of ^e world, has, 
a train of fortuitous occurrences and 
acted upon by vigorous intelligences a; 
majesty of mind which early direct 
k3 
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efEnglkhmen towards a noble freedom, establish- 
ed a footing in this lavoured isle, and exhibited a 
practical wonder to the envy of surrounding nations. 

Could those ancients, whose -deep study of human 
nature su^ested this form of government, as an un- 
attainable model of perfection, have been told that 
at length it would actually exist under an inclement 
sky, in a remote islsmd in the northern seas ; wllidi 
island it would raise to unrivalled splendour in arms, 
in commerce, and in arts — how would their minds 
have been overwhelmed with astonishnient! and yet 
how would that astonishment have been increased, 
by iiearing that the day would arrive when this hap- 
py country, satiated with prosperity, should contain 
a Ascription of persons, and those not destitute of 
sense and knowledge, who would have the hearts t5 
plan its destruction, arid set every engine to work to 
foot it up from its. very foundations! 

The false princfples on which the enemies of tiiis 
envied constitution proceed, appear in nothing more 
clearly than in their objections to its dateless ori^o 
and gradual incidental progress: they acknowledge 
nothing that has not sprung at once into form, amd 
received a ratifying stamp from a reg«dar convention 
of the people ; as if, to legitimale a real blessing, 
we must produce the evidences and records of its 
birth. In this instance, however, as in its general 
tenor, our constitution has proceeded in a manner 
oorrespondent to nature, whose method it is to deve- 
lope her greatest truths, and to unlock her stores of 
knowledge, with gradual reserve, and in a tardy 
course of progressive discovery. I trace with vene- 
ration the finishing hand of nature in this slow con- 
formation of our political liberty. Every thing that 
is most valuable in human knowledge has been the 
fruit of this gradual attainment: every gift of God| 
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and even religion itself^ has moved in the same 
inarch of progression. The moral order of the uni- 
verse itself^ while cities and empires flourish and 
decay, rolls on in a silent course of unmarked im- 
provement. Thus answering to nature in the manner 
of its progress, it has not lost sight of her in the 
spirit of its plans, in which we observe a remarkable 
accommodation to the frame and character of the 
human mind. It depends on no forced or superin- 
duced principles of action ; and while it is susceptible 
of every advantage resulting from the highest exer- 
cise of virtue, it has not only provided against the 
operations of selfish passions, but has made them the 
fountain of useful activity. 

Power there must be in every state, and power 
has a i^atural bias towards falling into the hands of 
a single ruler : forestalling, therefore, these efiects, 
which never peaceably happen of themselves, our 
constitution has adopted and modified this evil, 
thereby preventing the greater evil of numerous 
pretenders. — In the progress of national wealth, 
large prqportions of property and influence will be 
necessarily accumulated; hence will unavoidably 
arise pret.ensions to honours and distinctions. Our 
constitution has prevented the struggles for these 
distinctions, by creating them at once; and by the 
invention of titles has enabled itself to gratify this 
ambition, without entrenching upon the integral 
power of the state to supply it. — The people are a 
great body, and mighty, which ever way they turn : 
if they enjoy no consequence themselves, they are 
always liable to become the instruments of bad and 
interested designs. The state has therefore givei 
them a form, invested them with great power, an« 
provided for them a medium through which they ma] 
act; and as the few that have most sense and spiri 

k3 



«rilt naturally take the le ^t, this tendeney has been 
suflered to have itx course, and the best initracted 
har-e been made the organs of the claitiw and wishes of 
the rest. Thus in this wise constitutkin a free passage 
is ^ened for the nature of dui* minds to operate, aM 
the violence and ambition inseparable from man i> 
turned into useAil channels. Power so distributed 
is a check upon itself, and the impulse of indirect 
forces hait produced a new force in the state, wbidi 
agreeably to nature's laws proceeds in a strait and 
vniform line. 

Let us not be imp«sed lipon, therefore, by those 

writers who tell as that fortuitous governments must 

necessarily fall below the works of intellect ; to such 

Rasoners we reply, that a government which has 

been gradually moulded by time and occasion has 

not excluded the exercise of ihe tmderslonding, in 

waiting for the lessons of experience. It is reason 

which gives the stamp to those combinations which 

Bnforeseeu events and emergencies have struck oot^ 

and, retracing efiects back to their causes, has found- 

a collection of practical rules to serve as gnkles 

subsequent proceedings. Great experiments, 

. violent enterprises, suit only desperate tdrcuni' 

ices. 

n some countries, perhaps, nothing could be lost, 
every thing might be gained, by a sudden sub- 
sioD of the government. Where no principles of 
d are to be found, and rottenness has sunk into 
very marrow of the state, let the carcase be 
iwn by as fobd for the ravenous tribe of revolu- 
lists; but let not the vultures and the harpies be 
ered to prey upon a body ivhere the life-blood 
flows in the veins, and where balsamic restora- 
;s and alteratives might yet avail. Wherever 
inflaence of Chrisdanity has reached) it has breath- 
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ed into goremments a benevolence of spirit, and a 
gentlenera of principle, that leaves them open to 
fijailual improvements. 

Much may be safely left standing as a security 
for present peace and order, while the work of relbr- 
(taation is gning forwards. But these furious advo- 
cates for conventions, regenerations, and the rights 
of man, are at issue with all governments on a 
qoeation of competency and title, and would involve 
them all in one undistinguishing ruin, for the sake of 
ttying what they triumphantly call their splendid 
experiments. I speak here, however, only in a view 
to foreign states; our own constitution wants no such 
apology. All good men consider it as sacred, espe- 
cially in times of heat and temerity ; and ho far are 
tiiey from airaigning its purity, tJiat they consider it 
as the only pattern according to which we ar« ta 
proceed in the correction of its tenses. 

By thus consulting the great example of natars 
in the conduct of the universe, we shall learn propeiv 
ly to estimate the value of our own constitution ; we 
shall consider it as a part of a mighty whole, and 
as linked in fellowship with that scheme of analogy 
which unites in a sacred league our nature, our mo- 
rab, and our religion, and characterises the counsels, 
as far as our minds can explore them, of the Great 
Disposer of all things. We shall learn to d""-'" 
tliose sorry calculators, that would persuade a 
try whose constitution has raised her to be thi 
of all the civilised world, to hazard that const 
in experiments on the grossest, cltimsieat, and 
tiieories. We shall learn, 1 hope, if English 
yet beats in our bosoms, to treat with a manl 
Spirited indignation the impudent and flagitio 
tempts of French incendiaries, who dare to co 
our tbresho^s and our hearths, to tell us, that i 
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^ summers they have emerged (rom.a 
L<:al slavery, U> a fairer freedom thao tfae 
Jilspirit of the English people has ob- 
;ll us, while as yet they have no osten- 
hment, that, upoii their bare and unwar- 
ions, we should leave all to follow them, 
n in promoting the labefaction of all 
mment; despising for their aakes that 
arilance of rights and privileges, bought 
s and fortunes of our forefathers, Zid 
or their sakes our thrones, our sepulchres. 



SATURDAY, JANUARY 19. 



avoured to show, in my last paper on 
that power, which must exist somewhere, 
e restrained within wholesome boundii 
ndered a check upon itself: this is man's 
the nature of the universe, wherein every 
held by this law of action and reaction. 
I of mutual controul in a state will not be 
frittering power of the same denomina- 
a multittide of individuals, hut by sharing 
Eterent orders of the community at large, 
portionate masses. Thus in our own 
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conntiy this sober counterpoise of authority in the 
state, IS our great security against partial encroach- 
ments ; and abuses can enter but slowly into a sy- 
stem where there is always in some quarter or other 
a phalanx of opposition. 

Power that is distributed among a number of indi- 
viduals has invariably a strong tendency to coalesce j 
His the society of interest which makes opposicion 
firm, and maintains the equilibrium unshaken. While 
^ individual is driving onwards in the pursuit of his 
own solitary aggrandisement, his objects are seldon» 
limited or defined ; but suppose Jiim a member of a 
corporate body^ his efforts are then directed to the 
interests of ms order: any eccentricity from this 
orbit of exertion is regarded with watchfulness and 
Jealousy, and an account is taken of such a man's ax> 
tiofts from the first moment of his aberration. 

In the simple representative legislation adoptexJ in 
France, this natural classification and reciprocation 
of power has been despised by the green precocity 
of these i^pstarts in freedom. All-sufficient in them- 
^Ives, they disdain those intimations which nature 
^ords, and seem to be persuading themselves that 
<^ey have erected a system so metaphysically en- 
chanting, that nature and man will lay aside their 
ancient Character, and assume another that shall har- 
monise with its principles. " Et mihi res non me re- 
hus nibjungere conorJ* 

What is the consequence of these proceedings ? 
Turning our eyes towards this people, we behold a 
desultory, disbanded, enormous crowd of individuals^ 
held together by no other cement than a temporary 
fanaticism, maintaining an unwieldy army, while they 
are starving theriiselves ; mistaking the cowardice <»- 
the misfortune of the enemy for their own valo 
audy in a delirium of national vanity, conductin 
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preposterous crusade against civil society itself, 
without revenue, and witfiout the means of enforcing 
contributions: glorying in what they call their 
splendid crimes, committed for the most part in cold 
blood, against unresisting imbecility ; and proceeding 
at length to bring their king to trial, by an ex-post-facto 
laxVyfor the crime qf reigning; on which principle the 
whole nation might with eqiml justice be tried for the 
crime of obedience, I say, the crime of reigning; 
for what more was it, to make such resistance as he 
could, either secret or open, to proceedings which 
were threatening him with a prison in exchange for 
a palace, unless it be an aggravation to call it the 
crime of self-preservation ? As the father of his peo- 
ple, he v^as bound by an obligation which will bear 
no comparison with that of an oath extorted from a 
mind prostrated with grief and apprehension, to put 
forth what vigour and resource was left him to pre- 
vent the ruin of his country. This man, distinguish- 
ed among the princes of the earth for being the first 
in his own kingdom to promote a salutary reform of 

fovernment— distinguished for his voluntary sacri- 
ces of power, his early attention to the complaints 
of his people, and his parental love in inviting them 
to assemble and lay their grievances before the 
throne — this man have they pursued with a ven- 
geance unworthy of Christians, disgraceful to civili- 
zation, and becoming a people at war with nature 
and with feeling. 

Such is the view which the French nation presents 
to us at this shameful period of their history, and 
such is the consequence of a defection from nature 
and her rights. In the mean time, I am far from 
condemning the principle of the revolution : I advert 
only, to the conduct of it. They have shaken oft' a 
galling yoke, and vindicated humanity from despotic 
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oppression ; but the barbarous levity of their subse- 
quent career, their dogmatism, their puerility, their 
opstart contempt, their vain-glory, their inconsis- 
tency, their destroying rage, and their distorted theo- 
ries, bespeak them a people unripe for rational and 
nianly freedom, and with minds too iH constituted in 
general for the enjoyment of so precious a boon. Is 
this a people to give lessons of liberty to English- 
men ? this a state of things to serve Englishmen for 
a model ? Are we to lay by a constitution vt^hich in 
ten years has raised us from an abyss of national 
desperation, to circumstances of splendour hitherto 
unknown, for such a shapeless structure as the French 
nave reared, which, like the chimerical figure of a 
broken cloud, while we are endeavouring to trace it, 
snifts and shifts its form, till at length it perishes in 
confiision ? 

I hear in my obscurity with extreme satisfaction, 
that our hearths and altars are still dear to my coun- 
'fymen, and that the blessings of our wise constitu- 
tion are not lavished on ungrateful minds. 1 hear, 
gentlemen, that your patriotic example has been fol- 
lowed in every corner of the kingdom ; and I begin 
^"Ope, that since Providence has protracted my life 
te witness the rise of such absurd and calamitous 
theories of government, he will graciously permit me 
te see them in the end thinist out from society with 
deserved execration, "among the bestial herds to 
xange." 

But it is not to these contemptible theories, and to 
tne distorted condition of the French at this junc- 
tjire, that I am satisfied with opposing the constitu- 
tion of my country ; no republic of any times can 
endure a comparison with it. The histories of Greece 
*nd Rome are stained in every page with blood and 
crimes ; and no man can wish to see those classical 



days again, except in a tragedy or an epic poem. Of 
modern republics, most are t3nrannically gpTeraed; 
many of them timorous and dependent ; and such as 
have made a transient figure in the world, hare 
owed it to the contingent advantages of a commer- 
cial situation, and not to any superiority of constita> 
tional resource. 

In regard to Amerka, which certainly art thb mo- 
ment enjoys some share of political happiness, we 
have two or three points to consider. It is wdl 
known in wl>at a dissipated state of society she re^ 
niaiited for some time after her declaration of inde* 
pendence. In good time, however, she rallied her 
native intelligence ; and perceiving that her entho- 
siasm had betrayed her iiito an admiration of a li- 
berty that was impracticable in a state of political 
union, she put forth all her strength in a general 
convention to fortify her freedom by a strong and 
elTicient government. This government, if it flatter 
her pride, she may call a republic ; but in £a^t it 
admits a strong monarchical mixture, and was co- 
|}ied afler the British constitution as far as her cir- 
cumstances would permit at the juncture in which it 
vt^as formed. Where the constitution of America 
diiiers from our own, it is generally weaker. While 
the patriotic fervour of newly-acquired liberty sup- 
ports her national spirit, while peace endures, and 
the struggle of rising fortune supplies occupation and 
employment, her present government may be found 
suihcient: but when the extension of her commerce 
shall induce luxury, and luxury new wants and new 
crimes ; when the exigencies of the times shall im- 
pose burdens upon the people, and the increase of 
her connections shall call for additional activity; 
she may then possibly be obliged to avail herself of 
%he power of self-correction she has reserved, ia im- 
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parting energy to such parts of her govermnent as 
ntey seem to fail most in the balance. 
' Goyemment must ever be placed in a high degree 
of security, to be just and mild in its administration : 
weakness produces jealousy, and jealousy injustice. 
It has been thus with all the republican forms which 
have prevailed in the world ; they have always been 
viblent in proportion to their timidity and their want 
of confidence in themselves. Every individual can 
shake them> and every minute derangement afiects 
their existence. It is for this reason that they are 
always so occupied with the detail of their domestic 
quarrels, a^ to be rendered inattentive to the great 
ioterests of their political establbhments. A strong 
^veramen^, like that of our own country, elevated 
above thes^ petty apprehensions, ha% no concern 
with individuals simply as individuals, but in their 
capacity as members of a corporation. Here an in- 
^vidual in his own person can produce but little 
harm to l^e community, mitess he can acquire such 
a)i influeQce over the body to which he belongs, as to 
persuade them to act in concert with his wishes. 
When thus much is etiected, still bodies of equal 
magnitude oppose his career ; and if singly they are 
insufficient to encounter him, an invincible junction 
is speedily formed, to which he is obliged to yield 
with disgrace. Thus in our balanced constitution we 
see every day individuals of gigantic ability, of 
power to wield sf democracy, straining every nerve 
to exalt themselves on the ruin of our establishments ; 
but the constant re-action resulting from the coun- 
terpoise of interests and authority is such, and such 
the elastic vigour of our system, that the pressure of 
these attacks has only tenaed to exercise its resources^ 
atid to provoke its might. In simple republics, 
where power is subdivided and frittered away, a 
vou jcui. I. 
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sudden combination meets with small resistance, and 
nirely the state supports the rencounter; but the 
tempered solidity of the British goyejument not 
only views without alarm or embarrassment the as- 
sociations perpetually formed in support of requisi- 
tions of a dangerous tendency>but caimJy hears, exa- 
mines, and rejects. 

This insecurity and jealousy characteristic of re- 
publican governments, place them in one view of in- 
feriority to limited monarchy, in which immanity is 
most deeply concerned : they dare not relax the se^ 
verity of the laws, m those cases where mercy 
should season justice. The danger is extreme, where 
the immediate authors of law interrupt its course, or 
set aside its execution ; Ihus the curtain of hopeless 
sorrow is drawn round their tribunals, forbidding to 
imitate the justice of heaven, and suffering no ray to 
enter from the source of mercy above. 

But although the obvious interests of a republic 
point out the necessity of an sMvfiil regard to the law9^ 
yet the English constitution is far better adapted to 
uphold their sacredness, and ensure their stability. 
The triple sanction they receive, the solemn process 
of their ratification, the variety of discussion they 
undergo, and the necessity of the same solemnities 
in their repeal, all conduce to strengthen their daims 
to veneration. Indebted for their existence to no 
single power in the state, they are in a manner in- 
dependent of all ; and each department of the con- 
stitution will look with greater awe to those penal- 
ties which separately they stand qualified neither to 
repeal nor avert. 

The monarchy of England has these remarkable 
advantages, to which I should he happy could I torn 
the attention of my countrymen. It is according to 
nature,, and anticipates her ; for the course of human 
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affairs is always tending to produce what our go- 
vemment has in the first instance established. It 
creates therefore without struggle what would proba- 
bly otherwise take place with violence and convul- 
sion; it does that coolly and temperately which 
might otherwise be done precipitantiy and lavishly. 
Power conferred immediately, and on the occasion^ 
by the people, is generally the offspring of sudden 
fondness, and consequently extravagant ; we are not 
to expect enthusiasm and moderation to mix in the 
<Skme acts and adoptions. 

Another advantage we derive from this monarchi- 
cal part of our constitution, is the discouragement it 
hohis out to intemperate ambition: the establish- 
inwit of so splendid a post beggars all objects of am- 
bition in which an unsolid titular greatness is the only 
incentive, aod the public esteem is become the source 
of our truest exaltation. On this side a passage is 
clear to patriotism and public virtues ; and yet so 
are things constituted in this happy country, that 
popular favour, which in other states may carry an 
individual to a dangerous elevation, . in England set«i 
bounds to itself, and expires by its own exertions : 
borne upwards by the gale of popularity, the aspir- 
ing individual rises and rises, till he loses that mti- 
mate connection and feljow feeling with the people, 
and escapes almost out of their sight, being called, if 
I itoay so say, into situations of splendid obscurity. 
A mutual apathy succeeds, and his place is filled up 
in their hearts by some new adventurer. 

Thus in England the supreme object of society is 
obtained : what is great in the souls of individuals 
finds room for exercise, without endangering the 
common safety : ambition is called forth by high 
fewards : but these rewards are also its limits, and 
its consummation is its grave. Meantime the unity^ 

l2 
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solidity, and indivisibility of the British crowOj is 
the source of complicated blessings to this kingdom. 
As the point of union to the different members of the 
community, it cements and compacts our frame of 
polity, and gives steadiness smd direction to the jar- 
ring interests and counsels of the difierent organs of 
the state* 

The same circumstance of unity and solidity ip the 
executive power, is admirable in a view to the liberty 
of the subject. Wherever it is shared among many, 
it becomes vague, slippery, and fluctuating ; difficult 
to be limited, because difficult to be ascertained : but 
thus bound down and consolidated by the constitution 
of England, it presents a permanent and definable 
object to the people of this country, agadnst which 
all their efforts and their caution may with certaintv 
be directed. Thus^ in the progress of political h- 
berty, a regular course of attack has been conducted 
against this citadel of prerogative, and a regular 
course of grants have been obtained : what has been 
thus gradually and with difficulty acquired, has been 
wisely used and piously guarded, and has been con- 
t nually increased by casual accessions, till it has 
gained a predominancy in the system. 

In contemplating this mild strength of the execu- 
tive power, it is an additional comfort to consider, 
that it arises, not so much from its own separate re- 
sources, as from its binding connection with the rest 
of our government ; as an integral part of the whole, 
deriving its security, not from its own private sup* 
ports, but from the reciprocal dependence of a con- 
stitutional balance. Here we see the reason why the 
army is so little depended upon by thecrov^n: to 
this we ascribe the subjection of the military to the 
civil power, and the sacredness of the English law. 

£ut if imperfections still remain in the British 
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constitation (and imperfection is the law of nature in 
every thing that is human), let it console us to re- 
flect that it is not more distinguished hy what it has 
already acquired, than hy its power of acquiring still. 
This principle of Improvement has lately endeared to 
us our precious inheritance, by adding fresh value to 
the trial by jury. While therefore we are grafting 
new excellencies on our native ** tree of liberty, 
while we are reposing under its guardian shade, let 
us gratefully cherish its root; let us moisten it with 
our blood, in defending it against those who would 
unnaturally change it for one of French growth and 
cultivation, with its crude and noxious produce of 
4hfi " rights of man/' 
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TO THE ASSOCIATION FOR PRESERVING LIBERTY AND 
PROPERTY AGAINST REPUBLICANS AND LEVELLERS. 

The most difficult part of my subject lies yet before 
me — I mean the question of a reform of parliament. 
I have endeavoured, in what I have written already, 
to show the danger that lurks in the phrase of the 
" rights of man," when unexplained and unquali- 
lied, and the nonsense it implies in its vul^r accep- 
tation. It has been attempted also, as far as the 
necessity for compression would allow, to contrast 
the fundamental principles of our own constitution 
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with the spirit of these doctrines. Happily for the 
•fleet of this reasoning, there was an appeal to prac- 
tical proofs, in the experience of two great countries ; 
examples interesting and afiecting to Europe, to the 
world, and to posterity. • If the reasoning has heen 
good, it furnishes two most valuable conclusions: we 
learn from it, to consider our constitution as devoWed 
to us in a course of nature, and as, consequently, well 
accommodated to the condition of man — but we 
learn from it also, that, like its great prototype, it con- 
taios a principle of improvement, has a property of 
growth under due cultivation, and afibrds intiroations 
irom time to time which assist our endeavours to 
promote it. 

In this view, while we bury in our hearts the pre- 
cious treasure of our rights, to depart thence only 
with our blood, we feel it a duty to ourselves to add 
to them, as time and occasion permit; meanwhile, 
taking a religious bare that what we add is sterling 
gold, and not a jittering bastard coin of fereign 
adulteration. By rights, I mean the rights of the 
people ; aud by people, I mean all the orders of the 
state ; for the word supposes orders and degrees, and 
includes them — I mean the rights of Englishmen- 
such rights as breathe no spirit of destruction, and 
can only be promoted by referring to subsisting mo- 
dels. Let those then cherish, as doubly sacred, the 
principles of our constitution, who meditate whole- 
some reforms. If they wish to reform the practice, 
they have additional reasons for preserving the prin- 
ciple entire ; since, as it has been said before, t» spoil 
and to improve, are words more strongly opposed 
than to spoil and to preserve. 

I pro<:eed to consider the subject of reform under 
two heads ; in respect to the time when, and the 
manner how. 
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The argument which appears to have been most 
insisted upon by those who press the present moment, 
is the security a£R>r(led by the prosperous conditioa 
t>f the coontry — an argument to which there are 
evidently two handles: for it' may either recon*- 
niend the time bemg, as ottering less ground of com- 
plaint, and therefore less to apprehend from yxo^ 
lence; tjt, supposing other reasons to exist for the 
propriety of delay, this £ame prosperity of the coun- 
try makes the task of supporting such delay easy^ 
and the intermediate time is brightened oy the 
<5onsciousn<»s that we are nevertheless advancing. 

It is doubtless the character of a strong govem- 
ment, as it is of a well-constituted mind, to shrink 
from DO examination of itself, and to acknowledge 
with candour its infirmities and errors. This is, m 
fact, the great praise of the British constitution. 
There is nothing mysterious, or imposing, or jealous 
in its operations; and so often are its fiindamentid 
articles implicated in subjects under the consideration 
of the legislature, that to one unacquainted with its 
cautious provisions against hasty adoptions, consisting 
in the tnple ordeal to which they are subject, our 
system might appear but a perishable tenure at best. 
Built to encounter the storms of human passions 
and human vices, our vessel is borne out into the 
main with all her canvas spread; the tempest in 
vain assails her ) she has no rocks, or shoals, or quick- 
sands, to fear: what seems to menace her with mo- 
mentary ruin, only speeds her course; and what 
looks so like her own unwilling labour, is in truth 
the tofsings of the troubled medium through which 
she proceeds. 

Although the constitution of our country is thus 
hardy firom its habits of daily exposure, yet there 
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we rough mischances to which every thing that is 
human is surrendered : and there are contingencies 
in the affairs of men^ which it would be policy in os 
to elude> and madness to encounter. If it were tme, 
that in this country the fanatical doctrine of the 
*' rights of man'^ had so far gained upon the good 
«ense of Englishmen as to blind them to the blessings 
of our constitution, and inflame a deluded majority 
of the people with a zeal for destroying it, 1 should 
say, that this was the wrongest time that couki he 
chosen for canvassing its defects. 

All reforms, which are meant to be nothing more 
than reforms, require a sober disposition of the coun- 
try at large ; and those who sit on so solemn a ques- 
tion, should be able to devote to it the undivided 
force of their minds, in the fullest security as to 
/every other political or personal concern. Now, 
although the present is a moment in which too many 
Outrages are passing near us, and too many bad spi- 
rits are at work in our own country, to leave our 
minds in a state of tranquillity ; yet the high conso- 
latory proofs of a loyal and constitutional sentiment, 
re-echoed through all the classes of the community, 
to his majesty^s late proclamation, have, for some 
while at least, laid all our apprehensions to sleep. 
Thus far we have a negative argument in favour of 
the present juncture for entering upon the work of 
reform. 

A great deal has been said in the preceding papers, 
on the powers of action and re-action, residing in our 
constitution, as copied from the great law of mtture ; 
in pursuance of the same plan of policy, measures 
that work towards any capital alteration in the scheme 
of our legislation, can never be so wisely timed as 
wjaen there is evidently a spirit residing in the com* 
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munity at large ta balance against this derangement, 
and an active sentiment is awakened in favour of 
the subsisting establbhments. 

When minds are heated with a love of innovation, 
and hurried by I know not what fatality towards re- 
volutions, regenerations, and conventions, to make the 
minutest change is to open a floodgate through which 
the torrents of the great deep are ready to burst in 
upon us. Now we may choose a time in which the 
ardours of the whole nation are directed towards the 
saving side; in which the difierenjt classes of the 
community, with a spirit of union and sobriety most 
honourable to their understandings and hearts, have 
jomed in one great fraternijty for the preservation of 
order and peace ; in which the body of the people 
will be themselves the security for the maintenance 
of the whole, while a regular and constitutional mode 
is pursued of altering, repairing, and strengthening, 
the consmiction of particular parts. If tins be an 
opportunity, it would be wise, to embrace it, for such 
a time may not hastily again present itself: it would 
be wise to embrace this great occasion of contrasting, 
in the view of all mankind, the sterling sense and 
moderation of this happy country, with the violence, 
the cruelty, and absuraity of a neighbouring nation : 
let these memorable and opposite events pass down 
recorded together to our latest posterity, and furnish 
examples for warning and for imitation to future ge* 
neraiions*. 

It is a circumstance beyond all praise honourable 
to the nation in general^ that two feelings, which 

* It is necessary to look hack to the date of this paper, as 
its principles may not apply at present. Indeed wh^her they 
<Iid then apply or not, it little imports to their value : the ap« 
plication is a question of fftct, which was far frova being tiuk 
main object of the paper. 
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days again, except in a tragedy or an epic poein. Of 
modem republics, most are tyrannically goremed; 
many of them timorous and dependent f and such as 
have made a transient figure in the world, harei 
owed it to the contingent advantages of a comnieiw 
clal situation^ and not to any superiority of constita- 
tional resource. 

In regard lo America, which certaiuly at this mo- 
ment enjoys some share of political happiness, we, 
have two or three points to consider. It is wdl 
known in wl>at a dissipated state of society she re- 
maiited for some time after her declaration of inde* 
peiulence. In good time, however, she rallied her 
native intelligence ; and perceiving that her ^ithn- 
^asm had betrayed her iiito an admiration of a li- 
berty that was impracticable in a state of political 
lUiion, she put forth all her strength in a general 
convention to fortify her freedom by a strong and 
ellicient government. This government, if it flatter 
her pride, she may call a republic ; but in fact it 
admits a strong monarchical mixture, and was co« 
|}ied afler the ^British constitution as fax as her cir- 
cumstances would permit at the juncture in which it 
^as formed. Where the constitution of America 
differs from our own, it is generally weaker. While 
the patriotic fervour of newly-acquired liberty sup^ 
ports her national spiHt, while peace endures, and 
the struggle of rising fortune supplies occupation and 
employment, her present government may be found 
sufficient: but when the extension of her commerce 
shall induce luxury, and luxury new wants and new 
crimes ; when the exigencies of the times shall im- 
pose burdens upon the people, and the increase of 
her connections shall call for additional activity^ 
she may then possibly be obliged to avail herself of 
the power of self-correction she has reserved, in im^ 
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parting energy to such parts of her govermnent as 
niay seem to fail most in the balance. 
'' Goyemment must ever be placed in a high degree 
of security, to be just and mild in its administration : 
weakness produces jealousy, and jealousy injustice. 
It has been thus with all the republican forms which 
have prevailed in the world ; they have always been 
Tit>lent in proportion to their timidity and their want 
of confidence in themselves. Every individual can 
shake them, and every minute derangement afiects 
their existefice. It is for this reason that they are 
always so occupied with the detail of their domestic 
quarrels, a^ to be rendered inattentive to the great 
interests of their political establbhments. A strong 
l^vemment,- ^^^^ that of our own country, elevated 
above thes^ petty apprehensions, has no coucemi 
with individuals simply as individuals, but in their 
capacity as members of a corporation. Here an in- 
dividual in his own person can produce but little 
harm to the community, unless he can acquire such 
ab influence over the body to which he belongs, as to 
persuade them to act in concert with his wishes. 
When thus much is etiected, still bodies of equal 
magnitude oppose his career ; and if singly they are 
insufficient to encounter him, ah invincible junction 
is speedily formed, to which he is obliged to yield 
with disgrace. Thus in our balanced constitution we 
see every day individuals of gigantic ability, of 
power to wield sf democracy, straining every nerve 
to exalt themselves on the ruin of our establishments : 
but the constant re-action resulting from the coun- 
terpoise of interests and authority is such, and sucl 
the elastic vigour of our system, that the pressure oi 
these attacks has only tended to exercise its resources, 
and to provoke its might. In simple republics, 
where power is subdivided and frittered away, a 
vou xui. I. 
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sudden combination meets with small resistance, and 
rarely the state supports the rencounter; but the 
tempered solidity of the British goyemment not 
only views without alarm or embarrassment the as- 
sociations perpetually formed in support of requisi- 
tions of a dangerous tendency>but calmJy hears, exa- 
mines, and rejects. 

This insecurity and jeak>usy characteristic of re- 
publican governments, place them in one view of m- 
feriority to limited monarchy, in which humanity is 
most deeply concerned : they dare not relax the se- 
verity of the laws, iu those cases where mercy 
should season justice. The danger is extreme, where 
the immediate authors of law interrupt its course, or 
set aside its execution ; Ihus the curtain of hopeless- 
sorrow is drawn round their tribunals, forbidding to 
knitate the justice of heaven, and suffering no ray t» 
enter from the source of mercy above. 

But although the obvious interests of a republic 
point out the necessity of an sMvful regard to the laws^ 
yet the English constitution is £sur better adapted to 
uphold their sacredness, and ensure their stability. 
The triple sanction they rec^ve, the solemn process 
of their ratification^ the variety of discussion they 
undergo, and the necesmty of the same solemnities 
in their repeal, all conduce to strengthen their claims 
to veneration. Indebted for their existence to no 
single power in the state, they are in a manner in- 
dependent of all ; and each department of the con- 
stitution will look with greater awe to those penal- 
ties which separately they stand qualified neither to 
repeal nor avert. 

The monarchy of England has these remarkable 
advantages, to which I should be happy could I turn 
the attention of my countrymen. It is according to 
nature,, and anticipates her ; for the course of human 
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affairs is always tending to produce what our go- 
vernment has in the first instance established. It 
creates therefore without struggle what would proba- 
bly otherwise take place with violence and convul- 
sion; it does that coolly and temperately which 
might otherwise be done precipitantly and lavishly. 
Power conferred immediately, and on the occasion^ 
by the people, is generally the offspring of sudden 
fondness^ and consequently extravagant ; we are not 
■to expect enthusiasm and moderation to mix iu the 
«ame acts and adoptions. 

Another advantage we derive from this monarchi- 
cal part of our constitution, is the discouragement it 
holds out to intemperate ambition: the establish- 
ment of so splendid a post beggars all objects of am- 
bition in which an unsolid titular greatness is the only 
incentive, and the public esteem is become the source 
of our truest exaltation. On this side a passage is 
clear to patriotism and public virtues ; and yet so 
are things constituted in this happy country, that 
|)opular favour, which in other states may carry an 
individual to a dangerous elevation, . in England set<i 
bounds to itself, and expires by its own exertions : 
borne upwards by the gale of popularity, the aspir- 
ing individual rises and rises, till he loses that mti- 
mate connection and fellow feeling with the people, 
and escapes alnH)st out of their sight, being called, if 
I may so say, into situations of splendid obscurity. 
A mutual apathy succeeds, and his place is filled up 
in their hearts by some new adventurer. 

Thus in England the supreme object of society is 
obtained : what is great in the souls of individuals 
finds room for exercise, without endangering the 
common safety : ambition is called forth by high 
fewards : but these rewards are also its limits, and 
Its consummation is its grave. Meantime the unity, 
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solidity, and indivisibility of the British crown^ is 
the source of complicated blessings to this kingdom. 
As the point of union to the different members of the 
community, it cements and compacts our frame of 
polity, and gives steadiness and direction to the jar- 
ring interests and counsels of the difierent organs of 
the state. 

The same circumstance of nnity and solidity ip the 
executiive power, is admirable in a view to the liber^ 
. of the subject Wherever it is shared among many, 
it becomes vague, slippery, and fluctuating ;^ difficiflt 
to be limited, because difficult to be ascertained : but 
thus bound down and consolidated by the constitution 
of England, it presents a permanent and definable 
object to the people of this country, agsunst which 
all their efforts and their caution may with certain^ 
be directed. Thus^ in the. progress o£ political li- 
berty, a regular conrse of attack has been conducted 
against this citadel of prerogative, and a regular 
course of grants have been obtained: what has been 
thus gradually and with difficulty acquired, has been 
wisely used and piously guarded, and has been con- 
t nually increased by casual accessions^ till it has 
gained a predominancy in the system. 

In contemplating this mild strength of the execu- 
tive power, it is an additional comfort to consider, 
that it arises, not so much from its own separate re- 
sources, as from its binding connection with, the rest 
of our government ; as an integral part of the whole, 
deriving its security, not from its own private supr 
ports, but from the reciprocal dependence of a con- 
stitutional balance. Here we see the reason why th^ 
army is so little depended upon by the crovin : to 
this we ascribe the subjection of the military to the 
civil power, and the sacredness of the English law< 

But if imperfections still remain in the British 
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constitation (and imperfection is the law of nature in 
every thing that is human), let it console us to re- 
flect that it is not more distinguished by what it has 
already acquired, than by its power of acquiruig still. 
This principle of Improvement has lately endeared to 
us our precious inheritance, by adding fresh value to 
the trial by jury. While therefore we are grafting 
new excellencies on our native ** tree of liberty, 
while we are reposing under its guardian shade, let 
us gratefully cherish its root; let us moisten it with 
cKir blood, in defending it against those who would 
unnaturally change it for one of French growth and 
cultivation, with its crude and noxious produce of 
the " rights of man." 
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TO THE ASSOCIATION FOR PRESERVING LIBERTY AN& 
PROPERTY AGAINST REPUBLICANS AND LEVELLERS. 

The most difficult part of my subject lies yet before 
me — I mean the question of a reform of parliament. 
I have endeavoured, in what I have written already, 
to show the danger that lurks in the phrase of the 
*' rights of man," when unexplained and unqualf 
fied, and the nonsense it implies in its vulgar acce] 
tation. It has been attempted also, as tar as tl 
necessity for compression would allow, to contra 
the funoamental principles of our own constitutic 
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with the spirit of these doctrines. Happily for the 
«^ct of this reasoning, there was an appeal to prac- 
tical proofs, in the experience of two great countries ; 
examples interesting and afiecting to Europe, to the 
world, and to posterity. • If the reasoning has been 
good, it fumishes two most valuable conclusions: we 
learn from it, to consider our constitution as devolved 
to us in a course of nature, and as, con8e(|aently, well 
accommodated to the condition of man — but we 
learn from it also, that, like its great prototype, it con- 
tains a principle of improvement, has a property of 
growth under due cultivation, and a£R>rds intimations 
fi*om time to time which assist our endeavours to 
promote it. 

In this view, while we bury in our hearts the pre- 
cious treasure of our rights, to depart thence only 
with our blood, we feel it a duty to ourselves to add 
to them, as time and occasion permit; meanwhile, 
taking a religious ^re that what we add is sterling 
gold, and not a jittering bastard coin of foreign 
adulteration. By rights, I mean the rights of the 
people ; and by people, I mean all the orders of the 
state ; for the word supposes^ orders and degrees, and 
includes them — I mean the rights of Englishmen — 
such rights as breathe no spirit of destruction, and 
can only be promoted by referring to subsisting mo- 
dels. Let those then cherish, as doubly sacred, the 
principles of our constitution, who meditate whole- 
some reforms. If they wish to reform the practice, 
they have additional reasons for preserying the prin- 
ciple entire; since, as it has been said before^t* spoil 
and to improve, are words more strongly opposed 
than to spoil and to preserve. 

I pro<:eed to consider the subject of reform under 
two heads; in respect to the time when, and the 
manner how. 
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The argument which appears to hare b«en most 
insisted upon by those who press the present moment^ 
is the security a£R>rded by the prosperous conditioa 
t>f the cocoiU'y — an argument tp which there are 
evidently two handles: for it' may either wfcom^ 
mend the time beitig, as'oftering less gcound of comr- 
plaint, and therefore less to apprehend from yio- 
lence; tn*, supposikig other reasons- to exist ^ the 
propriety of delay, this same prosperity of the coun- 
try makes the task of supporting sucn delay easy, 
and the intermediate time *is brightened oy the 
<^>n8ciousness that we are nevertheless advancing. 

It is doubtless the character of a strong govern- 
ment, as it is of a well-constituted mind, to shrink 
from no examination of itself, and to acknowledge 
with candour its infiimities and errors. This is, m 
fact, the great praise of the British constitution. 
There b nothing mysterious, or imposing, or jealous 
in its operations; and so often are its nindamentid 
articles implicated in subjects under the consideration 
of the legislature, that to one unacquainted with its 
cautious provisions against hasty adoptions, consisting 
in the triple ordeal to which they are subject, our 
system might appear but a perishable tenure at best. 
Built to encoimter the storms of human passions 
and human vices, our vessel is borne out into the 
main with all her canvas spread; the tempest in 
vain assails her; she has no rocks, or shoals, or quick- 
sands, to fear: what seems to menace her with mo- 
mentary ruin, only speeds her course; and what 
looks so like her own unwilling labour, is in truth 
the toasings of the troubled medium through whicb 
she proceeds. 

Although the constitutimi of our country is thuf 
hardy from its habits of daily exposure, yet thert 
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•ye roufffa miBchances to which every thing that is 
human is surrendered : and there are contingencies 
in the affairs of men^ which ifr would be policy in ai 
to elude, and madness to encounter. If it were true, 
that in this country the fan£itical doctrine of the 
*' rights of man*' had so far gained upon the good 
cense of Englishmen as to blind them to the blessingi 
ef our constitution, and inflame a deluded majority 
of the people with a zeal for destroying it, I should 
9Ay, that this was the wrongest time that covid be 
chosen for canvassing its defects. 

All reforms, which are meant to be nothing more 
^an reforms, require a sober disposition of the coun- 
try at l2u*ge ; and those who sit on so solemn a ques- 
tion, should be able to devote to it the undivided 
force of their minds, in the fullest security as to 
every other political or personal concern. Now, 
although the present is a moment in which too many 
Outrages are passing near us, and too many bad spi- 
rits are at work in our own country, to leave our 
minds in a state of tranquillity ; yet the high conso- 
latory proofs of a loyal and constitutional sentiment, 
re-echoed through all iht classes of the community, 
to his majesty^s late proclamation, have, for some 
while at least, laid all our apprehensions to sleep. 
Thus far we have a negative argument in favour of 
the present juncture for entering upon the work of 
reform. 

A great deal has been said in the preceding papers, 
<m the powers of action and re- action, residing in our 
constitution, as copied from the great law of nature: 
. in pursuance of the same plan of policy, measures 
that work towards any capital alteration in the scheme 
of our legislation, can never be so wisely timed as 
when there is evidently a spirit residing in the coni- 
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munity at large to balance against this derangement, 
and an active sentiment is awakened in favour of 
the subsisting establbhments. 

When minds are heated with a love of innovation, 
and hurried by I know not what fatality towards re- 
volutions, regenerations, and conventions, to make the 
minutest change is to open a floodgate through which 
the torrents of the great deep are ready to burst in 
upon ua. Now we may choose a time in which the 
ardours of the whole nation are directed towards the 
saving side; in which the different classes of the 
community, with a spirit of union and sobriety most 
honourable to their understandings and hearts, have 
joined in one great fraternity for the preservation of 
order and peace ; in which the body of the people 
will be themselves the security for the maintenanoe 
of the whole, while a regular and constitutional modie 
is pursued of altering, repairing, and strengthening, 
the construction of particular parts. If this be an 
opportunity, it would be wise, to embrace it, for such 
a time may not hastily again present itself: it would 
be wise to embrace this great occasion of contrasting, 
in the view of all mankind, the sterling sense and 
moderation of this happy country, with the violence, 
the cruelty, and absurdity of a neighbouring nation : 
let these memorable and opposite events pass down 
recorded together to our latest posterity, and furnish 
examples for warning and for imitation to future ge- 
nerations*. 

It is a circumstance beyond all praise honourable 
to the nsO^ion in generalj that two feelings, which 

* Tt is necessary to look back to the date of this paper, as 
its principles may not apply at present. Indeed whether the^ 
did then apply or not, it little imports to their value : the a 
plication is a question of fact, which was far from being t 
maiu ol^ect of the paper. 
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seldom arise together in the mind, except where 
there is much good sense and discriminaticm, at this 
moment divide the minds of Englishmen. They are 
at once occupied with their cares for the safety of 
ihe omstitutioa, and their solicitude for its rerorm. 
Nothing can afR>rd a stronger testimony to the mo- 
deration of their yiews, ana the correctness of their 
ideas on this question- of reform, than their anxiety to 
preserve the spirit of the constitution entire for its 
sake. To demands so regulated, io reasonable, and 
so universal, the legislature must listen sooner or 
later ; but the conduct and consequences of the mea* 
sure may be deeply and permanently affected by this 
difference in the order of tune. It is particularly 
-wise to do what must be done, with the best grace 
'We can assume. It is, in such a case, the summit of 
good policy in the legislature to anticipate the strug- 
gles ctf the people. The general sense of a country, 
when it has outlived its first enthusiasm, is for the 
most part in the right. If it remain steady through 
-a course of years, it is for the most part irresistible. 
Whichever way it points, the legislature must one 
day or other go, or be driven ; and it had better go, 
than be driven ; go willingly, and at once, than late, 
^nd by compulsion. The people are never content 
-with what they have extorted; unreasonable opposi- 
tion provokes their indignation ; and when once they 
have become acquainted with their own strength, 
they can rarely be brought to use it with discretion. 
Perhaps, for these reasons, the present is a crisis the 
most favourable that has happened, or is likely to 
happen again, for the parliament of England to becin 
a reform of the representation, and correct what 
pther abuses in the practice have falsified the spirit 
^ our excellent constitution. 

With respect to the conduct and degrees of so d&» 
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licate a proceeding, I shall state loosely some gCDeral 
obserratioDS. — To a business of such difficulty and 
danger, every man should bring with him a certain 
temper of mind, borrowed from a previous contem- 
plation of the political situation of his country at the 
Difonent. He should make up some general resolu- 
tion as to the degree of alteration to which his assent 
■hould be given. When our objects are undefined, 
there is danger of being drawn by the detail into a 
wider scheme of correction ttian is prudent and salu< 
lajy under our circumstances. Evils are not always 
lo be removed, sijnply because they are evils. In 
every human system there are necessary evila; and 
wmetimes, in our solicitude to shake o0 these badges 
of our infirmity, we substitute more s«lid inconve- 
niences. Those who go to work with high-wrought 
notions of purity and perfection, are as ill calculated 
for the undertaking, as if their object were really to- 
destroy our government, or to render it unfit for the 
purposes of society. As there is neither absolute 
good itor absolute evil in life, it is the buMuess of 
him who wpuld reform oar condition, not simply t» 
separate the evil from the good, but to balance be- 
tween evils of dtfferent magnitwks. He mustdistin- 
guisb between adscititiousand necessary ills; between 
those which ate compensated by no advantages, or 
by none that amount to a counterpoise, ana those 
which grow out of our felicities and cling to our 
blessiiigs as the badgesof our imperfection. With 
out this thorough examination, this round calcu 
we can never effectuate a wholesome refbrn 
the same arrow, which was aimed at an evil 
itiike through a blessing that lies beyond 
sacrifice a substantial good to the removal of a 
native sorrow. GovemmeM it wyt a mert I 
aouuemaU, not a modtl to be jwctj at for Ut e 
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of workmoTt^i^; but a hiachinc to endure, to suffer 
eonstarU use, constant attrition, constant exposure; a 
thing (^ every day, fit^ to the vulgar, the coarsr, and 
the prqfane, us well as to the refined, the lofty, and the 
learned. 

I ha?e said that a member of the legislature, be- 
£»re he enters upon so momentous a question, shotiki 
brin^ with him the proper teniper, resulting from a 
candid surrey of the present state of the country. If, 
in regarding her comparative situation in different 
periods, he perceive that our present constitution, 
with all its imperfections and abuses, has not prevent- 
ed a rise of fortune since her depressed condition in 
F7 83, 80 rapid as to be almost incredible ; if he find 
^at four annual millions have acceded to the revenue 
of the nation; that the nuntber of ships entered in- 
wards and cleared outwards have increased from 
•even to twelve thousand ; that the value of impoits, 
which in 1783 was thirteen, is in 1192 not less than 
nineteen millions sterling; while the exports, which 
produced fourteen, have mounted to twenty; that 
the public funds have risen firom between ^fty and 
aixiy, to between- ninety and a hundred; — ^if he suf- 
fer his n\ind to meditate at leisure on ^ese important 
facts, will bt not be reserved in the liberty he allows 
hiitiself, of proposing or supporting plans of altera- 
tion ? He may say, that the {political prosperity which 
has here been referred to, does not include political 
happiness; but let him solemnly ask himself, if the 
people, unless they were generally happy, nay, ren- 
dered so by their government, would or could enable 
their government, by their loans, contributions, and 
commercial exertions, to pursued its objects widi such 
'vigour and success? * 

The Americans, whose example has sometimes 
Iteen cited for very opposite purposes to those to 
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which it hat be^ adduced in the coarse of these es- 
says, built as much as possible on old foundations, 
VM left i^anding their ancient records, and prece-* 
dents, and all the common law of the land. They 
left them standing, not only because they wisely 
held them in veneration, but because they felt (for 
woeful experiooce had improved them in polity) that 
it was enough at once to establish a constitution 
which oontamed within itself the principles of its 
future melioration. They lefb ^us reforming prin- 
ciple to. operate in a course analogous -to that of na- 
ture, in a coarse of incidental improvement; to wait 
the suggesti(His of time and occasion, and to advance 
cautiously on the lessons of expaienee; The same . 
seeds of melioration are treasured ki our own con- 
stitutioQ^ and ai% not to be provoked into sudden ma- 
turity by violent applications, but must be left to the 
kindly influence or the seasons^ and the cherishing 
dews of heaveja. 

I ^ not propose to myself, in setting out, to en- 
Uir at all into the detail of the question; but one or 
two thoughts occur so forcibly to my miud, that I 
B|ust Uy them before the read^ . 

Much has been argued, by the advocates of re- 
ibrna, on the duty of going back to the Saxon schem# 
of legislation, as the ancient government of our fore- 
fathers, and, as such, entitled to be followed by^ their 
ppsterity. The inheritable nature of our riglus and 
and liberties has been eloquently enlarged upon by 
9k man who, with a giant's strength, has stood be- 
tween oi^r constitution and its assassins: but this 
part of his argument our Saxon reformists have been 
mconsistent enough to assail with ridicule and oon- 
teiiipt. It is clear that both are ^vourers of tho 
principle of inheritance, with this immense difierence> 
that the ope would st^nd us back upon our steps^ ia 

VOL, 3aiK M 



122' LOOKEft-OK. If* SS. 

contradiction to the order of nature, to imitate kn in- 
ceptive government subsisting in rude and unlettered 
times; the other exhorts us to regard with such ve- 
neration as nature inculcates towattls individual men, 
the constitution which- our ancestors have fotBied in 
a course of successive experience. As W6 cannot 
repay this debt of gratitude to our fore^itiieFB, let us 
discharge our bosoms by emulating their virtue in 
our love to posterity, and our solicitude to send down 
to our children a constitution entire in its jmnciples, 
but improved in its pracdce. Thus> like the ancient 
husbandman in Tully*s Old-age, we must ^Hi8wer> to 
those who demand for whom we ^re planting our oak, 
"For posterity and the immortal gods/* 

No man, whose mind is properly constructed, cam 
abstain firom venerating the first struggles of an in* 
fant people towards obtaining a correoter liberty— 
it is another thing to imitate their conceptions; ttul 
is a homage which no thinking person Would wish 
to see paid to them ; as well might we set about 
pulling down St. Paul's, to make room for a metro- 
politan church after the model of the ruin on Salis- 
bury Plain. But though, upon the whole, the Saxon 
legislature, as it appears by such records as we have, 
was very inadequate to the purposes of good govern- 
ment, and to restrain the disorders of social life, yet, 
18 it is always safer to borrow from former establish- 
ments than to follow our own inventions, it k both 
uatural and right to consult the practice of these 
eariy times, and to copy, but with discrimination, what 
examples they may happen to afford us for the bene^ 
fit of our own. 

It would be clearly according to the spirit of ths^ 
government, for not only every copyholdeji but 
every householder, to have the privilege of voting for 
a member of the representative body, in respect to 
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the copyholders^ I own I see no colour of justice or 
reason in the exception ; their place in society is 
among the most respected orders^ and they are ca- 
pable of serving their comitry in parliament. It 
seems, therefore, an inconsistency to deny them the 
full rights of citizens, and to depress them below 
every freeholder of forty shi^ings a year. On the 
Other hand^ I know of no good that can result to the 
government of this country from extending this pri- 

"vilege to every householder : this measure, instead 
of giving purity to our constitution, would be stirring 
m the bottom of the stream, to sully its waters and 
obstruct its course. In the mean tmie, the system 
of borough*representation is intolerably corrupt in 
itself, and t^e source of incredible dissipation and 
immorality among the lower orders. I build nothing 
on the impurity of its origin, as having had its be- 

. ginning in the interested partiality of princes and 
nobles. If it be notoriously corrupt and rotten, it 
demands an effectual- remedy, at the hands of the 
British legislature^ 
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lalenti exptdaiU ugiUM, TntGH.' 

Eager the; wiit thtt ngn. 

SED my readers the coocliuion of die contri- 
:hat was MOt me <m the subject of sigw: 
ford us a sort of iofbrmation that oenneais 
'ith the history of the ihumIi and diq>la^ 
' its strange waodeiinga and c^nicioua. ood- 

e junction of many Emimals, titeiutls. tec 
le aame^ign, may be accounted for ia di&- 
ys. Some appear lo be put together niere^ 
sake of fltiteralioii, as the Ljuuh and LaiJc, 

Goose a^ Gridiron; a figure so degraded 
abuse of jt in modem poetry, that at preaent 
hardly be dishoHOured by any sfi^icatkai. 
have a sort of connection, as the Fox and 
the Dog and Duck, and the Ship and Star. 
It and TuQ I take to have been a rebus upon 
ler's name ; and> many others, it is probutl^ 

accounted for in the same manner. The 
!id the Bottle has, 1 imagine, some cmmection 
a transactions of the Cockpit The Cat and 

is a corruption of Catherine WheeL The 
d Mouth, and the Bull and Gate, are weU 

to be corrupted ftum Boulo^e Gate and 

very fashionable ngns at the time of taking 
f from the French. Many of (iiese junctitoi) 



otheninse reiy unaccountabk, have been occasioned 
by the removal of -laiidlor4s |rom one inn to another, 
who, unable to forget their Ipcal attachments^ have 
^^requently incorporated their new sign with that of 
their old habitation, however monstrous the union 
might be. Some such idea as this will help us to 
.account for the good understanding that subsists in 
this new creation between beings which have seldom 
or never met in any other; as, the Lamb and Dol- 
phin, the George and Blue Bc^ the Cock and Rose; 
the Black Lion and Three Bee-hives, and the Blue 
Mare ind Magpie. • Of this sort lil^wise is the cele- 
brated Bell Savage inn on Ludgate Hill, the most an- 
cient perhaps in tl:^ city of London. This si^ has 
- been the sublet of various conjectures, many of them 
ingenious^ but all erroneous. By some it is attributed 
to a lady of the name of Ai-abella Savage; others 
nippQse it to allude to an old romance,, and to be a 
cpiToptioi^ of X« Belle Sauvqgc. The sign formwly 
.represented a savage man standing by a* bell ; and 
. the truth is, that it arose from an union of two inns 
. which i>ore these respective signs. This piece of 
information I gained froip an ancient record, in which 
His ciescrtbed as the Savage Inn, alias the Bell upon 
the Hoop. There is reason for supposing that most 
8ign$ cotisisted formerly of carved representations 
fi^ed.up<Hi a hoop; and several old books mention 
the Crown upon the Hoop, the Bunch of Grape 
upon the Hoop, the Mitre upon the Hoop, and t' 
Angel ppon.the Hoop. A sign of this nature is r 
preserved in Newport Street, and is a carved rej 
.mentation of a bunch of grapes hanging withi 
Jioop. The, Cock on .the Hoop may be seen also 
Holborn^ painted on a board, to which perhapi. 
.was;traQi&ier]:ed on the removal of sign-posts. H 
^prpbaUe also .that this sign may have given rise 
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' '• Cock a Hoop.' ' The Mitr* nesr the 
II called, -iccordiA^ to tbe old mamer 
The Hwe and Mitre;' tbosgh mow of 
vill bt diaposed 'to put a more IttenI 
upon ^1 sign> miS judge tbe connectida 
neaati utmaUia). . 

trademan abandons hia original call- 
in intc vfaat n temwd the public line, 
' engnfts on tbe lign acMoe allnsioD Is 
AttoB ; -a circamstance which faak like- 
a source of many iU-aorted couples, a* 
uid Hftneshee, the Ai^el and Sogaiw 
) and Arudioke^ 

ia sometimet an indication of the la- 
it* and anaoBeraeBti of the landlord, or 
lent Bpofta for nuar milai roond : thai 
3elU, the Cricket Playen, and •ncb-lte 
e very common dpoo ereiy rowL Ike 
lower preraih am<»g florisU; though I 
its idea greatly improved «poD> in tlw 
ign, by an eminent gardmer, wtm, ho- 
of a beautiful carnation caHed after ifaa 
ired an accurate portrait of it, aid, 
t his door aa a ai^, wrote ondonealli, 
Caroline.' 

ligna diatingaiahed bv their Rtngnlaritr, 
Eoned the Tumbte-down'Dick, in the 
e Old Taberd Inn, in the aame plac^ 
Chancer's Canterbury Tatea ; the IW 
a, in Houndsditch; arid the Four Winds, 
Naila, at Pimlico, formerly called the 
ig of Naila, baa been auppoaed to haT* 
leotation of Pan and the Bacdianafiaiii. 
L book, however, wherein it ia called the 
uiif the Woolpack, olioc tbe Devil and 
, The Labour-ia-raia, or tka I>e?il in' 
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% Tub>' at Canterbury, alludes to the old fable of 
washing the Blackamoor white. The celebrated 
Devil Tayeru, near Temple-Bar> now no more, was^ 
an instance of a remarkable misnomer : the sign, 
properly speaking, was that of St Dunstan, tbe pa- 
tron of the neighbouring churchy and represented 
him in the act of performuig that signal exploit of 
pulling the Devil by the nose with a huge pair of 
tongs. Notwithstanding this humiliating condition 
of his infernal majesty, by a natural obliquity in 
ottf minds, the sign was unhandsomely transferred 
firom the saint to the devil, from whon^ the tavern 
has been called time out of mind. 

" The Chequer, so common at the door of a pub- 
lic-house, is said to have been intended formerly as 
«a intimation that draught-boards were kept within 
foe the entertainment of the customers. The colours 
of the Chequer used to be red and white, whence 
the houses so distinguished were called rdd houses ; 
and they were at length so numerous, that a red 
house became a general name for a tavern, and is 
used as such in many of the old plays. I must dis- 
agree with those who suppose the Chequer to refer 
to the arms of a duke of Norfolk, who had formerly 
Uie profits of a duty upon ale-bouses ; for the arm» 
allud^ to, are those of Maltravei*s, quartered only 
by the dukes of Norfolk, which are chequers or and 
azure, of blue and gold ; colours which do not occun 
at Uie Chequer inn. 

*' The solemn mystical sign of the World's End 
is variously adumbrated. Sometimes the emblem is 
a man and a woman walking arm-in-arm, with f^ 
following lines underneath : 

'I'll go with my friend 
To ^e world's end.' 
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s it ia the fi^re of a globe on fire, as at 
—The various signs of the Salutatioa exhibit 
icimens of dreas and manners, according to 
B, Sometimes we behold two fine gentle- 
e last century, equipped at eoBoUcr, and ex- 
mpst eourteons SEtlutes, to the efiect of 
nr horses conspire \>y their caperings and 
p. Sometimes two antiquated beaux, with 
:ramed accoutrement* and fiowing perakei, 
ands, and bowing almost to the groaod. 
elcome Rodney to the Prince of Wales,' 
tb, is the only modem Salutation I recol- 

ire put in mind of a striking period of onr 
y the Saracen's Head. The roagfa manner 
that people treated our crusaders, and tbe 
tales that were told of them by those who 
from engaging with them to their own 
^e this sign the formidable appearance it 
this day. 

local history which signs afKird us is not to 
iA. The Mitre at Lambeth, and, the Hc^ 
''orcesler, are specimens of this sort. Bishop 
B patron of the wool-combers, adorns a sign 
}wns which have any connecUon with mt 
lanufacture. The Dog and Bear, .in the 
perpetuates the memory of the Bear-Garden 
id Simon the Tanner, as I have said before, 
ds a place among the brethren of that mys- 
irmondsey. 

pleasant enough to remark the cwiteits 
point of originality between neighbouring 
le same description. Some years ago the 
an very high between the Magpies on the 
road ; and the pride of anti^uitv had nearly 
ick their clauns to the Ark ibmL We hu 



•ccordip^ly the Ma^ie, the Old Magpie, and the 
Old Origioal Magpie. 

" Sign-post poeiiy ia mach too extensive a field 
£ir me to enter upon in this place ; but I almost 
wonder that the prevailing tasle for scr^s and col- 
lections of all sorts, has not set some of my worthy 
contemporaries to work upmi these specimens. I 
think admiren in this age might be fbund for them ; 
and it is evident how fruitful such a compilation 
would be in subjects for the painters and engravers 
of the day, who are grasping at every thing that can 
be embodied and represented, and layingtbe whole 
world under contribution to their arts. The young 
student, who sets oat from the Bull inn, in Holbom, 
to travel to Ozibrd, ntay remark his approach to the 
seat of the Muses, in the following models of ale> 
luHtse poetrjr. 

• Fine Purl rare 0, 
Fit for a hero. 
If not in haste. 
Step in and taste.* 

* I am a Fox, you plainly see ; 
Then is no harm can come of me; 
'My master he has plac'd me here. 
To let you know he sells good beer.' 

" I have now, Mr. Olive-branch, nearly exhaust- 
ed my sign-post erudition, which may perhaps have 
afibrded some intbnnation tha.t is new and interesting 
to many of your readers. To you at least it ma- 
show what a multitude of topics lie befc 
have scarcely been breathed upon, and 
that seem of no importance are connectec 
objects of real magnitude in the system 
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e is practned in Mononiotapa, where, when the 
Dg sneezes in a room, those present greet him in 
roice loud enough to be heard by those in the aiw 
chamber ; these give the same warning to those in 
e next nxKiu ; thence it goes into the court, next 
to the places nearest the palace, and at length into 
e town; so that in a few moments all places re- 
und with acclamations. If ererr action of tbote 
love HI could be so extended, ana erery loand tiiat 
nies from them be promul^ted in the same a»- 
entic and <tfficial manner, it would affiird infinilg 
tis&ction to their curious inferiors; and I am son 
>ne would t^e greater delight in heating froa 
em this way than, 

" Sir, 
« Yoor rery obeditnfbiiiiAte KTnmt 

"PwwPw.* 
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O mkalores servron peeus, ut mihi snpe 
Bi.9'n, tTpejocum vettri move re tumidtuiT 

O imitators vile ! O slavish herd ! 

How oft v^ithin me have your efforts stirr'd 

The spleeq, how oft with laughter shook my beard ! 

I KNOW of no quality of the mind) of a more geoeral 
force than the love of imitation : every circumstance 
of opinion or behaviour bends to it by degrees ; and 
often, while we suppose ourselves entrenched in a 
most inflexible singularity, we are working after 
some secret model which engages us insensibly, and 
in a manner steals us from ourselves. My old house- 
keeper is an instance of the truth of this observation ; 
the irregularities and roughnesses of whose temper 
are every day yielding to the. contagion of tranquil- 
lity, and to the gentle influence of my mother's ex- 
ample. My principal correspondent in town, be- 
tween whom and myself there subsists so regular an 
intercourse, and who is my first cousin by my fa- 
ther's side, is mightily taken with the smooth and 
uniform character of the Olive-branch family. I am 
informed he has so successfully hit my manner, and 
the turn of my features, that the other day, upon his 
entering the coffee-room, a Northamptonshire gen- 
tleman declared, that Old Simon was come up to town 
— and spread a general alarm. The curiosity of all 
present grew so troublesome to my representative^ 
that he could not forbear contracting his brows^ anc' 
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showing evident signs of dissatbfaction and distress, 
which immediately convinced the whole room that 
the origkal Mr. Simon Olive-branch must be still in 
Northampionshire. I have desired him to add a tail 
to his wig, and to dismiss his little round buckles 
and sugar-loaf buttons, that he may b6 less suspici- 
ous for the future in public places. 

In our own society, I have seen both the good and 
the bad effects of this love of imitation. . It appears 
very evident to me that the gentlemanlike and easy 
manners of Mr. Shapely have greatly won upon Mr. 
Barnaby the churchwarden, with whose homely 
style of behaviour my readers have been long a^o 
made acquainted. If my friend Mr. Barnaby could 
have contented himself with catching the spirit of 
Mr. Shapely*s behaviour, hb fear of disconcerting, 
his attention to the person addressing himself to lum, 
his tenderness of contradiction, his silence on all 
matters of obligation, his frugal mention of himself, 
and his little curiosity in other men's concerns, he 
might have gained his point without laying himself 
open to ridicule by abandoning his' natural manners. 
But, unhappily, it is the exterior about which Mr. 
Barnaby is grown so solicitous; and' being of a 
bulky unactive make, the determined manner in 
which he eicecutes his civilities, firequently ends in a 
catastrophe that completely disappoints bus purpose. 
It you drop your tes^-spoon, your h6ad encounters 
Mr. Barnaby's as you endeavour to recover it. As he 
rises with the pirize in his hand, he comes with such' 
fury against the table, that every glass and tea-cup 
is thrown down, and the Echo vehemently excited,' 
At last, you are presented with yout spoon, but the 
name courteous hand oversets your tea. You are 
scalded, and rendered uncomfortable for the evening; 
and Mr. B4rnaby retires to his place, with a fit of' 



coughing, that lastshim a quarter of ui. boor, and 
keeps the Echo in constant amaze. 

Last night this siagular gentleman came to our 
society with a pair of rufiles and a sauftbox; look- 
ing, as Mr. Allworth says, like beef d la mode. 
Every tender of his snuff-box is sure to be followed 
by some inconTenieuce to his neighbour ; for as he 
generally gives his arm a swing upon theae occa- 
sious, it is sure to take by the nay aoniebody's nose, 
or wig, or spectacles, ajiJ give them a very rude as- 
sault. , In short, Mr. Barnaby's hostile civilities haye 
pnt us all in such bodily fear, that it is agreed amongst 
us, that, unless the paroxysm die awa.y of itself, 
which we trust it will soon do, svemust thmkof some 
laws for the restraint of boisterous breeding, 

I observe with great pleasure, however, that this 
love of imitation is directed to aoother object in our 
club, from which no ridiculous mi sconce plions can 
'possibly arise. The sentiments and maxims of Mr. 
-Allworth begin to be retailed by every member of 
)the society, and his temperate use of words is becom- 
ing very general. Thus when we are emulous of a 
person's spirit and principles, rather than his man- 
ner, our attempts are generally to a certain degree 
successful; ana if we tail, we are but where we were, 
without any superinduced absurdities of carriage 
and b^aviour. If we succeed in our endeavours, wa 
often, carry more points than one; for the new ha- 
bits of thiukiag and conversing we have acijuited, 
seldom taW to give a new eOect and colour to our 
manners, to impress «n our conduct new modes of 
address and delivery, and to give to our feelings nev 
tDues of utterance and expression. 

The other evening, as my mother and 
were litting over the parlour fire, we happe 
N 2 
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fall upon the subject of to-day's paper. I remem- 
ber, it was a remark of my mother's, that those per- 
sons whom it had pleased Pravidence to place in 
such situations of eminence as necessarily hold them 
but as objects of imitation to half the world; tnust 
hare a yast deal more to answer tor than their own 
conduct. *' The eldest son of the crown," continu- 
ed she, '* what a mighty influence has this man oyer 
the nation in general ! Let him wear the bow of his 
neckcloth at the back of his neck, and the seam of 
his stocking on the front of his leg, and in a fort- 
night's time not a leg or a neck but would receive 
the same twist. How worthily might such an in- 
fluence be exerted on the moral character of hia 
countrymen ! How easy 'twere to make it the feshicm 
to be just, honourable, and religious, if thb great 
personage could be convinced that these were points 
of equal importance with the style of a head-dres^, 
or the structure of a phaeton ! I wish he would read 
and study,'' continued the good old lady, reaching 
from the window-seai a small octavo, with black co^ 
vers, *' this excellent book, which belonged to your 
great;grandfather, and, for aught 1 know, to his an- 
cestors before him.*' 

She then read to me a great part of the Life of Siir 
Philip Sydney, till, beginning to grow weary, she 
shut up the book, and thus continued^" This bright 
and accomplished cavalier might, if he pleased, in 
his day, have set the fashion of a shoe-tie, or have 
altered the shape of every man's peruque in the 
country ; but he thought it more beseeming his man-f^ 
hood and his greatness of soul, to hold out a brave 
example of virtue and religion. While all were 
looking up to him as the sample of courtesy, of ele- 
rance, and gallantry, he wa^ bethinking himself of 
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his paraphrase of the P^lms. He fell, fighting 
for his country, and Uied in an act of ChriK^an cha- 

For my own part, I am thinking that it might 
not be much amiss if a petition were dratvn up ta 
the P-rce of W-les, by a body who should style 
themselves Christianity-mongers, which might run 
thus: 

" Humbly showeth, 

" That your petitioners conceive they have 
en equal title with the buclcle-makers of Birming- 
han), to entreat the bene6t of your bighnesa's sanc- 
tion to the interests of their trade. The commerce 
of Virtue and Religion is the most important that is 
carried on by this prosperous nation. That your 
petitioners are convinced, that all the articles of 
their manufacture are of sound and staple consis- 
tency, and would be particularly becoming to your 
hi'ghness's figure and condition. Your petitioners 
are the more particularly Induced to throw them- 
selves upon your royal protection, because they are 
well assured that their commerce, so intrinsically 
noble, wants nothing to promote and enlarge it, but 
the recommendations of fashion, which your high- 
ness is so well able to bestow upon it. Your peti 
tioners take the freedom to assure you, that while 
their cause would borrow great advantages from 
your polished deportment, thest: qualities would de- 
rive infinite grace and dignity from their new con- 
nections- Moreover, they pray that your highness 
would not content yourself with bebg n 
virtuous ; and that while you are, to the gri 
good and loyal men, laying down your imj 
trav^ance, you would take up, to fill the 
Mme of those Christian habits which your 
n3 
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in, ami which, for waiit of fashion, lie low 
. In great hopes that ibis petition will fina 
to the eat of your higtinesi, your peiitioaen 
r think themselTes bound to pray, mth a 
[istian loyalty, for long life and prosperity la 
BBt Son of the Britbh Crowi^ &c. &c." 



e now done with the moral eflects of imita- 
d shall devote the lest of my paper to a con- 
m of them in a literary view. 
it) these proTiDces that imitation is for the 
Tt ill'directoi, and pointed at the manner of 
nal rather than the itpirit and the character, 
niuscji are always bold, and pass on to tlie 
rge of permission, the very furthest limit of 
ent ana propriety J but their imitators break 
le barriers, outrage their spirit, and distort 
anner into downright caricature. Most imi- 
]egin at the wrong end ; they think if the^ 
unqte enough to catch the manner, the spirit 
:ceed: whereas the converse of this idea is 
truth; if we can once emulate the spirit, 
mer will generally follow, or some manner 
I grace and effect 

he decadency of dramatic writinrr, manv rea- 
ay be given ; but no one strikes me more 
' than the rage for imitation, so character- 
modern composition : for perhaps with no 
' poetry does imitation go ill agree as with 
the stage. Nature and real lite is its only 
and the fluctuation of common opinions, 
ints, and manners, requires a fresh impression 
aken off at erery time we wish to exhibit a 
I. When the great and simple eBects of 
.are described, as in the epic poetry, imit»- 
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tion is more allowable and less discoverable : such 
general descriptions are suitable to all ages and na- 
tions. Here sdso we expect one general cast of lan- 
guage^ for the great passions of the mind have al- 
ways the sames tones and utterance : but when we 
take in the more mixed and complicated scheme of 
human actions, the smaller varieties of character, 
and the more multiplied forms of distress^ cruelty, 
ambition, intrigue, love, affectation^ and fraud, the 
language as well as the sentiments must be suited to 
the actual course jof real life> or the hearer cannot 
participate with much feeling or intelligence. Let 
^e subjects and scenes of our plays be what and 
where they will ; let them be heroic or domestic ; 
let it be Athens or Venice ; the piece must wear the 
stamp of real life, the colouring must show the 
breathing vivacity of original observation, or not a 
genuine tear wiU flow, or a natural laugh break 
forth. 

To all these ends nothing is so contrary as the 
eflfeets of imitation, which excite in the mind of the 
hearer or reader a disgusting idea of artifice, decep- 
tion, and want of feeling in^ the author : and even 
though it remain invisible itself, it never fails to im- 
press its character wherever it prevails, and produces 
incongruities and disproportions, and a general sick- 
liness of colouring, that fatigues and ofiends the 
reader of animated taste. We shall nowhere perhaps 
find these observations better illustrated than in the 
ridiculous imitations of Shakspeare,soconmionamong 
our modem dramatic writers. It is not by imitating, 
but by emulating this great poet, and by copying 
unweariedly from the same model which he himself 
had ever before him, that we can hope to rise to any 
sort of resemblance. We make but little advance- 
ment towards this perfection, by a superficial mU 



lis forms of expression, and those witiquatetf 
which time, not St^kspeare, ' is properly 

Shakspeiu^ wrote, bis style was doublles) 
}t popular and familiar sort. In the ment 
•e, therefore, we best imitate this great au- 
1 we adopt the most natural and suitable 
IS relatively to the times ip which we live, 
ich we write. It is plain, that the same 
ivhicb was natural and simple in his time, 
lat character in our own, and is become 
amote, and affected, l^e reverence it in 
' himself; we are prepared to expect it i|i 
Pthat age; we revere it as the rusty ar- 
)ur ancestors, which would nevertheless 
ulous enough on the shoulders of a modem 

eert the fate of another great original wri- 
oivn country, to be succeeded by a crow^ 
hy imitators : I speak of the aothor of 
jhandy. As his mann«rwas extraordioarv, 
Jen the great object of imitation to ^ 
s copyists. It.hasbecn the fate of this man 
is style and composition degraded by the 
likenesses through which tbey have been 
vulgai' view. All his imitators are in the 
; and we will conclude this paper with a 
that may do for them all. 

bese obwrvaliotiB were written, a play hu been re- 
1 out itage, in times tmly diBCoanj^ing to luch *n 
times in whicli.the dspravit; of poblic taite hat 
averted Uie theatre intq a puppetshov, which hai 
these ilisadrantages, and atnieli >o vigoroaBly on 
Fnature and feeling, as in some measure to shale 
r duUaesa, and alarm tiie «)eepin; seme of the na- 
i* the " Wb«el of Fortune," writtsu by Mr, Cnnj- 
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« THE TOUR OF SENTIMENT. 

" And BO ! — said I, on entering the lamed town of 
Brentfoid^ — and so! — I could bear it no looger — I 
gnahed into a Sood of tears — An unfeeling bntcher 
who stood Dear, and who had no joy above the fruit- 
less struggles of the ox who tottered under his axe, 
pointed me out to the ridicule of his hardened com- 
rades — A glow of shame, which by the bye human 
nature cannot always suppress, sufiused my cheek — 
This, said I, is the dark side of things — My botse 
(who perhaps felt the force of the appeal — 'tis a 
pliant beast] went onward, as if gratelul that 1 had 
spared the spur. Before I knew that I was out of 
the reach of the butcher's taunts, my faithful steed 
slopped, as if unwilling to interrupt my reverie, — 
at Mr. March's great inn at Sall-hill. — And in ntiut, 
said I, am I superior to the labouring wretehe* that 
herd in the meaner houses which are open to their 
more circumi^crihed necessitieti ? A conviction of 
telf-applause inrigorated my whole frame. — In my 
life I never experienced a more tranquil, glow of ani- 
mated sensibility, — A chequered window - shuiter 
soon caught my eye — ' Good entertainment fur man 
and horse' — Aye, aye, s^d 1— for my late triumph 
over pride still made my blood dance in niililer 
meanders through my v^tns — Aye, aye, said i, and 
I patted the meek neck of my faithful companion — 
Aye, aye, said I, and I hope we may reverse the 
motto, and say, * Good man and horse for entertain- 
ment' —  and so saying, I gave my horse to h 
Will the ostler ; and walkmg briskly into the 
room I could find, I feved sumptuously on a en 
jbrown t*reBd, half moittdy with age, and a gU 
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water which I drew from the pail in which my- steed 
had been drinking. The worldling will smile at my 
mortification — but let it be remembered that I am 
writing a language which the worldling cannot un- 
derstand. 

"'Tis strange! said I— passing strange^ that 
French cooks should be called in^ when sentiment 
can give so keen a zest to the homeliest farel — [A 
tear filled each eye as I spoke — I know not how 
they came there — and as the heart is not made for 
scrutinies, I did not stay to inquire.] Thou, haplesi 
animal, said I to my faithful steed, art unacquainted 
with this luxury. Esopus knew it not, or peacoc^' 
tongues would not have been in his bill of fare. I 
spoke with vehemence ; and I fear my quiet omipa- 
nion suflered by the enthusiasm of h^ master — for 
he stopped suddenly, hung his head, and pre^nted 
an attitude so moving, and so pregnant with silent 
reproach, that Balaam's ass, with all his loquacity, 
would have suffered by the comparison. ' Pardon 
me,' said I, ' most usehil and harmless creature, if I 
have unwarily drawn innoceitt blood.' My tones, ^s^ 
I spoke, were sweet and flexible — partiJdng of tfaje 
l[nelting philanthropy of the soul tli^t gave them ut- 
terance. His gentle nature was appeased — he re- 
covered his pace — ' Kind heaven/ said I, ' for osc^ 
reverse thy decrees, and grant my excellent beast 
the immortality he merits, by virtues his rider 
would be proud to possess.' Whether my imagina- 
tion was warmed by a train of reflections> each of 
which would put ^he tyrant conqueror to shame, or 
whether merit, though in a quadruped, is* never u^ 
noticed — but it matters not — the e0ect was the 
same ; (we are ever prone to judge by events ;) so 
it was, that he reared exultingly as I finished my 
prayer. He had never thus raised himself befor<3.; 
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his humble disposition kept him nearer the earth. — 
And why, said I, should 1 reject the suggestions of' 
my expanding heart i Xanthus, said 1, prophesied 
before thee, honest brute. I embrace the omen ; 
and, if I amcredalouB, let me not be scotied. Achilles 
was so before me — And so saying, I raised my eyes 
[which, by a habit of thoughtfulness, were generally 
riretted to my horse's mane) to view the streets of 

SLOUGH. 

" Shush! — 'tis an invidious name — but let that 
pass. — Charity would perhaps have chosen a ten- 
derer appellation : but are not words intended as the 
pictures of ideas? -The town, reader, is not clean; 
and the mire which my steed )^thered in his passage 
through it, impressed more forcibly upon my mind 
the appoaiteness of the title. — Yet what will not 
habit efTect? — The countenances of the inhabitants, 
though defiled, were illumined with serenity; but 
the solution is not yet complete. — Patriotism will . 
have its dues — it was native dirt; and who shall 
siy that the natale solum can ever inconvenience or 
disfigure? — The mystery was at an end — or I was 
too indolent to pursue the inquiry — or perhaps 
pride concealed the deficiencies of my theory [as is 
often the case with wiser men, or what shall we 
Sly to Descartes and his atoms ?)— But be it as it 
may — when an attempt is made to remove difficul- 
ties, one may fail in the primaw em' 
madeup to us in anotherway; and the 
arising from a consciousness of sirenuou 
More than pays us for our trouble. If 
let not a cruel world too harshly buffet i 



A fly's wing might overturn it— I have 
feeble and tender to sustain the penal 
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the errors of my head might expose it.< 
laugh^ but pity me.'" 



* 

'Do not 



It w^ my intention to have added something on 
the signs and evidences of imitation in authors ; but 
the question is too diffusive for my present paper. 
I cannot help remarking, however, while 1 am upon 
it, that we are to make up our judgements in this 
matter from evidences which lie' both in the senti- 
ment and in the writer. No man has better descri]^ 
ei what ought to be taken into the account in respect 
to the writer, than the author of 'the £ssi^ on Juni- 
tation. — " If a northern poet/' says he, '' desodbe 
an Italian spring — if an autW of a gloomy dispo* 
sition delineate scenes of merriment — if we find a 
course of sentiments or cast of compositimi different 
from that to which genius, situation, nr complexion, 
would naturally lead; that is, if a recluse man write 
like a man of the world, if a great writer, deviate 
much from his natural manner, if a humane man 
deal much in- bitter and acrimonious sentiments — we 
may judge them all to be led away by the charms of 
imitation/' We must make also a comparison be- 
tween the general turns of sentiment and manner, by 
which two writers are characterised; and in pro- 
portion to the. affinity we think we can perceive be« 
tween them, we should be disposed to think a simiU** 
tilde of thought fortuitous. 

Perhaps this apology cannot fairly be made f<^ 
Tacitus, one of whose most beautiful passages rups 
suspiciously parallel with one I met with the other 
day in the twelfth chapter of Zenophoa's j^esi<» 
laus. 
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" Hue illnc a^batur Galba vario tiirb» fluctoantia 
imputsu, completis undique basilicis et tempHs lugu- 
bri prospectu. Neque populi nee plebis ulla vox, 
led attoniti vultue et converBse ad omnia auras; nee 
silentium ant quiea, ged quale niagni metfis magnce 
irae ailentinm est." T*cit. Galb. 

^t^ is Tif igy roieu/ri) imv t^yr^ rt xat l*^Xi 
wetfemoiT ov. Zenopb. 

la detennjnlng with respect to the probability of 
imitatioiL froi^ a consideration of the sentiment, we 
perceire that >^ne thought, by its own nature and 
quality, U more probable than another, to have oc- 
catred accidentaQy to different writers ; and there- 
fora that, Dotwithitanding the widest dissimilitude of 
character, authors may sometimes exhibit remark- 
able Goincidencei, without deserving to be suspect- 
ed of imitation. Tl>ua the well-remembered senti- 
ment in the play of Terence, Homo atm, &c. is ex- 
actly ozpressed in a line which 1 read a long time 
ago, in the first or Kcond part of Lucian's Panegyric 
OD DenvHiax ; but which I do not remember well 
enongh to quote. 

The resemblance which a passage of M«Kinder ia 
Hireliui bears to the Scriptural conunandments, is re- 
markable, and is certainly not lo be ascribed to iroi- 
tation, but to the breadth, compass, and universality 
of the thoughts, as well as tiie home appeal they 
make to the moral sense and our general natlire 
any one, O Pamphilus, think tliat, by mereU 
ing a sacrifice, he can arrive at the favour of C 
has an unworthy opinion of him, and will fim 
Mlf mistaken. He must become a man of 
beneficial to society ; must not pollute vir^ii 

VOL. XLll. « 



eommit adulteiy « nor steals nor mofdisr ; md the wife, 
house, horse, youths and niaids of another, he must 
mot covet them. — Sacrifice therefore to €od with 
justice and benevolence ; let your purity be in yorar 
hearts rather than in your garments/' 
* ft is -altogether the operation of a nice judgeraantf 
to discern the tme marks of imitation. Upon the 
veconsideration of a passage which' at first wore a 
auspicious appearance, we- often dtscoirer that there 
was a train of thought in the writer's mind, fi4iieh 
led necessarily to it, and that to have avoid^ the 
resemblance would have been realfv an efibrt of 
-^tudy, and an injustice to himself, l^ruth *and fact 
too, and the same track of observation, wilF often 
force two writers upon the same adoptions ; and by 
sacrificing too much to a delicate sc r up ulo s ity, an 
author may submit to a cruel dedication 6i hh pHn- 
cipal idea. Would any man have chosen that the 
author of the Reflections on the Revolutron in 
France, should have givdn up the followmg tran- 
scendent passage, because part of the thought, or 
rather the fact on which it is grounded, occuis in 
Bufimi or in Virgil ? 

'* Our political system is placed in a just cor- 
respondence and symmetry with the order of the 
world, and with the mode of existence decreed to a 
permanent body composed of transitory parts ; 
wherein, by the disposition of a stupendous wisdom, 
moulding together the great mysterious incbrpora- 
. feioh>pf the human race, the whole at one time is 
nevet*6ld, or middle-aged, or young, but, in a con- 
dition of unchangeable constancy, moves on through 
the varied tenor of perpetual decay, fell, renova- 
tion, and progression.'* Burke's Reflections. 
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" Nevertheless, however admirable this work ap* 
pears, it is not the individuals that are the most won- 
derful, but the whole under which these individuals 
are in perpetual fluctuation — It is in th^ succession, 
reproduction, and duration of species, that nature be- 
come» inconceivable. This mysterious ftcufoy of 
reproduction which resides alone in animals and ve- 
getables — this kind of uAity in diversity, always 
subsisting, and s^mingly eCernalr—this proereative 
po«i»r, which perpetually exercises itself, without 
being destroyed — is a secret, the depth of which we 
are unaible t& liathom/' BuvfoN, Nat. Hist. Aninu 

Ergo ipias fuamdiMf^fi^ termixM 4ni 
JErcipitU (neque enim plu9 septima duckwr itUts) 
Sed gemoi immortale manet, vudioaque per annoB 
§tmtjvrtuua danms, €t ovt numerantur avcrum^ 

ViROiL, Geor^ iv, 

I am sorry tiiat my limite allow me to say no more 
•n tlis h^d of inftita^n, as I am persuaded of itft 
importance to the general o^cts of literature. To 
aospeot it every where, and on insufficient grounds, 
or Oil the other hand to be dupes to ks artifices, ai^ 
eaUrmnes thai tend equally to betray our jud^esEtents. 
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^* Romid him much embryo^ nnicli abortkm Uj, 



In refolring the general cast and q>trit of rach of my 
lucubrations as have been coaunitted to the world, 1 
cannot help secretly accusing myself of twati ng the 
Yotairies or ^hion with too kittle indulffence. So 
much has this lain upon my conscience, mat I deter* 
mined, a few days a!go, upon makinff tliem flone re- 
paration; and accordingly wrote with great urgency 
to my friend the Projector to turn the course of his 
labours as fi^ir as possible into a channel that might 
produce some advantages to 6uhionable life. He has 
accordingly exerted himself with his nsual yigour 
and alacrity, and has sent me several draughts and 
plans designed for the ease and benefit c^the worid 
offiMhiop. The first produce of his iucnbrationa is a 
system of economy, by which the Great will be en- 
abled at once to abridge their expense of time, of 
pocket, and of study. His conceptions are given to 
me almost in the following words: 

'^To persons whose lives are full of business, and 
of great concern to themselves and their fellow-area* 
tures, as is undoubtedly the case with people of 
&shion, no gift is so worthy of being cherished as * 
t^mo : — to economise and preserve which, I propose 
tbo following rules ; 



*' isL NdtkD6 to be expended OB tbeught, as nolhing 



it 



u 



comes of it among men of i^shion. 
2dl]r. Tlie wear and tear of time, by constant u$c, 
to be avotded> as so precious an article ought to 
be employed sparingly. 
3dly. Time often to be protracted by long and 
wearisome lounges, by way of makmg the most 
of it, 

*' 4thly. When time is heairy with lassitude, apd 
duU with inocciipalion, be tender of using it in 
this torpid and vapourish condition, and endea- 
Yoar to refoesh it by the ^mibers of inanity. 

" i^thly* Make up your mind at once and irreroeafoly 
on ev^ questiM) : by these means you save 
the time that would otherwise be lost in choos- 
ing, and need never after waste a moment in 
keunng what anotber man has to say. 

^ dtbly. Avoid theaequisition of too many new ideas, 
whidk will demand considerable time to arrange- 
m your m|nds. The fewer yaat idea% t^ more- 
speedily will your measures be taken, and your 
resolutions formed ; it being a much shorter 

Srocess to determine with two ideas than with 
alf a seore. 
^' 7ihhr, Dispossess yourself as much as possible oi 
ail feeling for other men ; sorrow for others is a 
doubW consumer, and Mgfats at both ends the 
toreh of existence* We lose to ourselves the 
present moment, and quicken the approach of 
grey hairs and the grave. 
'* &thly. Rob other men of as much of their ^me as* 
possible, by way of saving your own. This is 
a^galden rula, and*a most ingenious economy. 
^ 9thly. Study your own gratification in every con- 
cern of me, and wute no time^kk thinking of th< 
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yoQ make to them, dr of their conaeo 
auences to other men. • 

^ lOthly. Let all yoar time be spent upon yonnelf, 
on the fanner's principle of spending his ma- 
nure on his own gronnds; and let yonr con- 
stant admiration of your own perfectioni absorb 
all the praise that is due from yon to others. 

** 1 Ithly. Fill up your time as much as possible with 
pleasures that exclude participation. 

«« 12thly. The last and greatest rule is this : — Allow 
no time for praying, or for works of diarity ; 
for this is giring up a portion of our time to 
eternity, which is a greater absurdity than send- 
ing presents to Crcesus, or pouring water intQ 
the ocean/' 

So much for nnr friend's rules for ^e economy of 
time, designed for the benefit of the fissluonaible 
world. He next considers the yarious articles in 
which mogey may be saved, so that a sufficiency 
may be preserved for the uses of gaming and the 
bunness of dissipation, 

^ Ist All expensive feelings and sensations to be 
subdued; such as compassion^ generosity, pa- 
triotism, and public spirit. 

«'ddly. The money bestowed on horses to be 
saved out of the education of our chikiren; they 
are therefore to be sent to school where the 
chewest bargain can be made for them. 

^ Sdly. To banish hospitaliW firom our bosoms, 
and to ask the ownpany of our friends for the 
sake of pillfl^ng them at play, and in a view 
to the tUmceim which they in ooune leave be- 
hind than, and which we divide vrith our fiier« 
vants, 



** 4tbly. To sacrifice comfort to ostentation in 
every article of life ; to go without substantial 
conveniences, for the sake of shining superflui- 
ties*; to be misers at home> that we may lo6k 
like prodigals in public ; and to live like beg- 
gars in secret, to glitter like princes abroad. 

'' 5thly. To abandon all poor relations^ and to be 
charitable only to those who are much richer 
than ourselves — this is pious usury. 

'' 6thly. To be loud against the ingratitude of the 
poor, which we have never experienced ; and 
to reserve our charity for deserving objects^ 
which we are determined never to acknow- 
ledge. 

** Tthly. To be active and forward in speculative 
schemes of charity, which we are well assured 
can never take place; while we are silently 
raising our rents, to the ruin of distressed fami- 
lies. 

*' 8thly. To pass by the door of Famine, with our 
money glued to our pockets; while, to see a 
new dancer at the Opera in the evening, we 
draw our purse-strings as generously as princes. 

*' 9thly. To repair to the house of Distress, not to 
dissipate our money in common-place acts of 
compassion and generosity, but to extort good 
bargains from hunger and necessity, and to 
purchase at cheap rates the last valuable relics 
of perishing fortunes. 

'* lOthly. To be lavish of kind speeches, which 
cost nothing ; and to lament, when death has 
come in relief to misery, that the circumstance^ 
of so melancholy a case were not known to r 
in time to afford us the luxury of exercising e 
humanity.'' 
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I shall now retail my friemd's hiati (or the scono- 
my of learniag and molality. 

" IsL To become a membei of two or ikaee leun- 
ed aecieties ; for thus we mtuntain the title of 
pbilowpher, at the clieap nte of a few ^ineas 

" SHy. Instead of callecting a library, to bdong 
to a reading club, where one book may serre 
many peraona, and where Ute waiter takes the 
responubility of choice c^ oar hands, and 
contract* to supply ImoIu, as he nsualty does 
cards. 

" Sdly. A cheap system of morality may be col- 
lected from the introductory parU of advertiae- 
ments, which may do for ounelves and children. 
For inatanre— Some fne sentimems on the pas- 
sions may be found in the advertisemoit of the 
Cyprian Preventive. — The Dumb Dolly, or a 
machine for washing, is recommended by some 
Urely remarks ou the saving of time. — Anele- 
gant preface on pareiit^ duties ushers in the 
lamous pills forconception.— The great fecun- 
dity of nature is a natural thraie of^admiratioa- 
in the advertisement of the Persian powder for 
lice. — The contagion of bad communicatioDs is 
very forcibly descanted upon by the inveitlorof 
the antirariolitjue bags a^inst the infection of 
the small-pox, &c. — A sincere believer in f u- 
t«ire rewEudi and ponistunents conscientioudy 
Mcomraends his elastic dewida-ata. — The advan- 
tages of exercise are set forth <rery pointedly in 
iccommendation of a plastav for oonu:— The in- 
ventor of tiie <Kpia ndri^a for the eve, has not 
fei^jotten to expatiate on the tentfency wUch 
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Uie contemplation nf NatnTe*! works bas to< 
and expand the mind." 

These valuable panagH contain all the raor 
necessaiy toa man of/aaltioH. The rambling a 
carriage will M>on shake them together, ao aa to : 
them into a compacted gystem ; and so fumii 
he will soon acquire the title of a great philoto 

Together with his system of fashionable econt 
my friend the Projector has sent me some hint* : 
TlHti»g-map, wbicb be deaire* me to lay before 
elegant part of my readers. To this map then 
to be an equator, ecliptic, poles, circles, degrees, 
The houses where visits are da«, are to be distrib 
alter the following manner : — Persobti of high 
lily are situated nearest the line, as claiming 
greatest warmth of attachment; and all above 
d^ree of baronet to be placed within the tro 
Inthedegrees.without the tropics, our acquaint 
to be raf^;ed according to their figure and fori 
A poor relation to be carried to a very cold latiu 
and DO old friend with brolcen fortunes to be ti 
ported to the regions of eternal frost. Persoi 
celebrity for genius or beauty to be placed Of 
own meridian. Whatever part of the map has i 
of the sun, which is the emblem of prosperity, t 
yonr visits are chiefly to be directed, till this t 
vary again forsake them. The places of wor 
are to be situated on the tops of high mouab 
which will allbrd an apology for leaving your < 
at the door only once a month or so. As visit 
charity make no part of the feahionable schemi 
visiting, the poor must either be kept at a great 
gitudi^ diatance, insulated in the midst f 
Dcean, or ke-bound io the polar extremitiea. 
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figas of the Zodiac are to be noted, and the sun's 
passage through them is to ioflueBce the spirit and 
plan of your visits. While he passes through Aries 
and Taurus, a^ the reaJms of Lot«, let love lie the 
principal object of your visUing ; hut when he enters 
Cancer, you may mirly let yourself loose in scandaL 
While the sun is in Libra, you are to sit in judgement 
on your neighbours ; and during his stay in Scorpio^ 
you are at liberty to deal around damnation to all 
you have ever known or heard of. Persons to whom 
you may ha|>pen to be under great obligations, are 
to be placed as far as possible out of reach, on the 
point of some cape or promontory, at the back of 
impassable mountains, on the farther side of vast lakes^ 
or in the midst of forests and dehles, or lastly at the 
bottom of the sea. Your creditors are to be set 
down in the map as Nogayan or Katschintz Tartars; 
and in your progress you are to do all you can to 
avoid the trade winds, which may hurry you against 
your will into very inhospitable climes. 

My friend has sent me one or two more contri* 
Taaces lor the accommodation of the fashionahlo 
part of the community, which I shall lay by tiU a 
fit opportunity calls for them^ 

As* by some accident or other, it has transpired^ 
that I was about preparing some hints for th« im- 
provement of visiting, a gentleman whom *I do 'not 
know, has requestedr me, by letter, to publish the 
£»lk>wing advertisement for him, in the Looker^on^ 
in so pressing a manner, that, considering too thft 
importaaee of the commnaication, I don't know how 
to refuse it insertion. 



<y 



''A. gentleman at the court end of the town,- 
having a great many cards to leave in Bloomsbury, 
JEtedford, Hanover, Cavendish^ Manchester, and 



" GrosTMior squares, wishes for an agreedbte con 

* nion who has been used to traveirm<;. The ] 
*■ tleman is of a cheerful disposition, and will rea 
" enter into any scheme that may be calculate 
" render the journey pleasant. He wishes pari 

* larly to take advanta^re of the present fine weal 
" and the moon which now rises before the g?r 
" part of the morning sets." 

As my aim, throughout thia paper, has beei 
conciHate the favour of my fashionable readers, 
io make up ibr past serenties, I think two let 
*hich I have received from a gentleman vHio ae 
as heuty as myself in the cause of the great wi 
frill liot badly conclude the entertainment of 



To Mr. Simon Oliee-hranch. 

-Sir, 

" Among the many csrious Mid elegant 
commodationa for the rich and luxuHous, which 
fcrtilegeniosof my countrymen is daily produc 
BO art seems ki me to have been cabled to gre 
perfection, than the ctmstntction of those mach 
by which the labour of locomotion is tiansfei 
firom our own limbs lo those of our horses, and by 
help of which we preserve the serenity of our mi 
WW composure of spirits, during the most vio 
agitation of all about us, and the greatest rapidit; 
motion from place to place. 

" I hope lo raise myself in the opinion of ) 
readers, as a person of elegant taste, when I asai- 
Uiem that loften admire a gay equipage, at the  
of being run over by it. My mind, ttuak God 
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not 80 mean as to think that the existence of a poor 
pedestrian deserves the least consideration^ when op- 
posed to the sublime satisfaction a yooth of distinc- 
tion qmst enjoy in finding that dinner at the Thatch- 
ed House has not waited for him abore two hours. 
Indeed, as the poor are an useless and expensive part 
of the creation, and are likely to over-run the rich, if 
the rich do not run over them, I am vastly pleased 
when I see persons of exalted rank, or great fortunes, 
whiri over the pavement, and especially throngh a 
crowd, making us fly on all sides. There is some- 
thing truly magnificent, and indeed classical, in this; 
for, if I rec<dlect right, we read of anned chariots, in 
the ages of antiquity, driving through the thickest 
ranks, and mowing down all resistance ; and as the 
poor-rates are an enormous burden upon us, I think 
It a question not unworthy of consideration, whether 
the audition of a few scythes to our phaeton wheels^ 
would not more effectually thin our streets, and di- 
minish the number of the poor (especially the help- 
less through age or infancy), than any of the me- 
thods which the numerous writers on that subject 
have proposed. 

" Since I have suffered mv thoughts to run upon 
wheels, I have turned aver Fitz-Stephens, Stow, and 
several others of our civic histonans, intending to 
have traced the rise and progrg» of these machines ; 
but, upon reflection, I considered it as losing time to 
locii back into the practices of our barbarous ances- 
tors. I shall only observe, that in old times coaches 
were unknown in our island. The first chariot, or 
whirlicot, that I read of, is one that was erected by 
Richard the Second for his mother, ' because she 
was sick and weak.' Richard was not one of the- 
wisest of our princes ; and the absurdity oi his trou- 
^liiig hiy head about his mother, an old woman, will 
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forcibly strike tbe yoath of the present day. The 
chariot, notwi^istaiimig it was introduced by the 
kifig, was &r from becoming a general fashion; 
and some time after, Ann of Bohemia, Richard's 
queen, invented side-saddles ; and the ladies, follow- 
ing the queen's ^cample, went a shopping, Tisiting^ 
and to the public places,^ on horseback. The mules 
had the hcmour of carrying the churchmen for sere- 
ral centuries; and cardinal Wolsey appears mounted 
OB one, in his picture at Windsor. In the reign of 
Mary, a|i open carriage, called a Landau, was kitro* 
duced, so named from the place in Alsace where ^ 
was inve^^ ; and Stow informs us that, in his day, 
the world'was running upon wheeb. If we should 
hit horses-fogetherthis tim^ perhaps I may whip up 
sometinng more for you on this subject on a future 
•cession. In the mean time I shall continue 

** Your constant reader, 

" Peter Pry * 



To Mr^ Simon Olive-branch. 

-Sir, 

^' I understand that the funds of a charity- 
school, in Cripplegate parish, were in such a de- 
clining st^, that the governors found it a hard task 
to support the establishment, even upon a rery con- 
tracted scale. Sermon after sennion was preached^ 
and little advantage derived from them. At length 
a genius, who happened to be in the direction, sug- 
gested the happy idea of instituting a ball for the 
benefit of the charity. The proposal was instantlj 
adopted : a room was hired, and a number of ticket 
were printed, on which the device represented a fi 
. gure of Charity in the fourth position. For thes< 
VOL. XLir, p 
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thett wat a veay spMdy «lenand ; >nd tb» wortf^ 
kikabitantt of tbe parish cooriaead the wstld that, 
although wbeo yc moMned unto tiieoi *^^ woaU 
not weep, whca ye piped unto then they would 
dance. The profits arismg from tfae wouibly, n- 
atored the afiaira of the icbool; and these ii eraj 
reason to hope, that a bailor two anwaally will cany 
the intention of the pions founder into e&et. I fv^ 
ther understand that, in gratitude to tfaa tcience fran 
which the cttablishnient has derived s«eh adf airt^at, 
tfae children' are all lo be taoght to donee, A.avniig' 
will be made, sofitcient to Mraaterbalaflce tbe ex- 
poise, in not soffeiing them to lears ta nng ; fer 
charily, which u*ed to be at oh fingers' ends, ha^ 
of late, got as low as our teei ; and tfaoa tfaey kave 
gained more by a single appeal to this pan of )l^ Am 
by all the anthemt and hynms they have chanted 
these seven years. I suppose, as the experiment has 
been attended with success, charity sermons will give 
way to charity balls, and the poor 'children must 
foot it in future into the favour oi the public. 
" Yours, &.C. 

" Petes Pet." 
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le Is as long CQfltUng aS CotswoM bailay. 



RAY an.Prtnerbt. 



•<. 



In r^turniBg to the loi^g-forsakQn subject of religion, 
I feel tike a traveller, who, after feastiag upon the 
lEa^ious.pFodvwe of various couotries, after roving 
froojt deUcacy to delicacy, and sharing in the luxury 
of priaces, turm, homewards his weaned steps with 
i^ereased delight, k>ngs to slake his tbivst at the 
fountain before his door, and brings a keener relish 
t0 the simple f£»« his home affords, than he carried 
to the remotest rarities of the jichest climates. 
Not, however, in quality of a. clergyman, but in 
quality of a thinking man — not on account pf my 
profession, but on account of my nature — not from 
a peculiar, but a commou interest, do I love to turn 
my thought! towards religion, froi^a time to time, ais 
their final home. In all its distresses my heart 
fastens upon it as the great anchorage of its hopes, and 
refuge of its sorrows. It refreshes ip^e from a foun- 
tain that- seodanevr life into my veins, and braces 
me anew for the warfare of the passions. After ail 
its crosses and all its perplexities, in the unsatisfac-* 
tory roimd of common occupations, to this at length 
my mind reverts, as the solace of its cares, as the 
sabbath of its labours. 
- In ptHWuaace of the plan of my argument, after 
^onsidert&g the grooAds for our li^lief in a future 

p2 
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mcem is with the conditions of th«t 
analogy, or fron uty other conai- 
be any finuidalion afibrded for think- 
ppin ess or misery in that-fiitnre life 
nr actions here, thtai there it abini' 
' oar moat acUre thought and solici- 

for it Socb an apprehension woold 
lort serknu consideration, though it 
I atronger pwnob than what'the ^^- 
ogy supplies. 
: events of this world can determine 

God's goTemment, we have every 
X a intnre state of rewards and pn- 
I that too depending npon circttn- 
our own power. Pleasure and ' ptiin, 
ire the craiseqneBces of our actioM ; 
iued by the Autfaw of our uMve' 
y of feraseeing theae consequences, 
of this world depends npoD oar Dwn 

we MTive at no kind or itagree of 
t thmgh the medium of our own 
> prodent management and discreet 
f may pass our days in tolerable ease ; 
if indcdence and excess are, disgrace, 
:ss, and untimely death. It is not at 
in in this plaee, if it can be soberly 
ere, why the Snpretae Being adc^ - 
of governing the world, and ordaini- 
1 not be happy bat by the instramen-  
wn actions i The whole end and do- 
nee in the goremment of the world, 
tpoisible for us to conceiTe, as for a 
od to bave a right conception of oft- 

foru 
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tkBTicMKuhuorerthivir: the mMvl ■dteme is tbsre- 
fon far from being perfect in the pretent exiateiiM. 
ThU is not a itate in which tbinga can be expected 
to be perfect; were it tke abode of perfecUoa, it 
would Gea»e to be a >t«te of prepantion. A rigfate- 
ott>. goTcmibcnt, however, appeart to be carried on 
in this life to a certain degree — eoough to groantl 
an apprehension that it ahall ultimately be c<»npletMl, 
or niiaed to that degree of perfectim which religioB 
aesureg oa it aball eccotnplish, but which cannot ap- 
pear until much nxMe of the divine adminiitratioa 
shall be seen thaa can be contemplated in the pn- 
sent life. . 

Let us inquire bow &r this is die ease ; bow far 
the principlei and beginnings of a moral gorem- 
raent may be discerned aoiidst the oooiiision aaddiv 
order of human afiuTB. It is agreed that virtiM nuist 
iittea be discppoinied of ttt jutural efloct^ and Tioe 
rescued fr<nn ito cmseqaeDt erili^ by aedcleBtal d>- 
ftractitms and perrerMonsarinag from Uie perplexed 
and jarring coune of human actions and human po- 
licy. Notwithstanding these ntermptiauB, however, 
it u plain that they maintain an uniform character 
aod eatabliriied tendency. Tbe gcfmal tranquilHt^, 
the raentftl satbfaction, wad the external adTsnta^et 
of Tirtue^ ai well as the frequent calamities of which 
''"'• •• productive, manifest a right c<»istibition in . 
as the correction of chiUven, under eircum- 
of misconduct, is a part of ri^t education, 
er, as we are eadued with a capacity of re- 
upon this constitation of things, and of fbre- 
the consequences of our behaviour, some sort 
1 goremment is plainly implied, 
let only in tbe natural coune of things, but 
intervention of human means, the same moni 
appears to be carried on ; ' and a 
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theraselyes placed by Providence in such circum- 
i^iiec!8» 88 to be nnavoidably accountable to each 
other for their behaviour. Thus is our conduct re- 
warded or punished, in a view of its being mischievous 
or beneficial to society. Besides which, in the social 
commerce of the world, virtue and vice are distin- 
guished by various degrees of favour or discounte- 
nance. The man of upright conduct claims and re- 
ceives from the generality a disinterested respect and 
regard ; and the vicious man, for the most part, has 
a - great majority even of his own character against 
hkn* Injuries are retaliated not only in a view to the 
harm they produce, but to the wrong they imply ; 
and we have our resentments in behalf of others as 
well as of ourselves. On the same principle we are 
disposed to requite good offices, not merely as a party 
benefited^ but from a love of the actions themselves* 
Upon the whole then, besides the good and bad 
effects of virtue and vice on their authors, the course 
of the world does in a great measure turn upon the 
approbation or disapprobation of them as such in 
others. — Thence we may reasonably inter the exist- 
ence of a moral nature etected in our minds ; and 
since our condition here is such as to give this nature 
scope for operation, and in effect to oblige it to ope- 
rate, it holds out a farther additional proof of a moral 
government of the world. The first observation leads 
us to conclude, that God will finally give efiectual 
support to virtue ; the second furnishes an example 
of a certain degree of actual support afibrded it in the 
present eiastence. This constitution of our minds 
that inclines us to discountenance vice, and to tre* 
virtue with favour and distinction, is an intuitive pro 
that so Nature intends it, or a palpable solecism wou 
follow. It is doubtless her pervading voice that pr 
claims Uiis pre-eminence of virtue, and promulg< 
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ita aBa)terabie decrees, amidst all t^ tmn andtio- 
congi'uitiei of bnman aciuNis. — " Suu ejiim ingetuir 
notlrit lemina itmata virtuitan, qnm ti adoUteen licertt 
ijua m>t ad beatam vitam nutiara perduetreL" 

lam well aware UiBt the cxiste^OB of a moral tenae 
or instinctiTe preference of virtue, is a point tn mocb 
dispute. Those who take the negative side of dte 
question, insist that our distinctions in favpur of vir- 
tue Drigiiially result friMU a perception of its advso- 
ta^s ; and that nothing but repeated axp^ence of 
the good which is refUcted tram it on ourselves, 
erects in the mind liiat settled habit of approbation, 
which at length comes to pronounce an insiantaneons 
judgement in its &vour. The constancy of tliese 
good efl'ects establisbes a general ctmsent in behalf 
' of virtue ; and at the feelmgs of mankind are im< 
proved by the exercise of social benevolence, new- 
maxims and duties branch out, as the interetta of hu- 
manity become better understood. This, accordiog" 
*" them, is the course In which we proceed witboot 
ernatural aids and instructions. Were yon to rs- 
! the story of Catiline's conspiracy, orTarqnln's 
rpation, to a solitary savage, he would discover no 
rks of abhorrence, or even of disapprobation, 
ireover, wer^ this prefe|«nce of virtue instmcbve, 
oust necessarily act with uni&an and universal as- 
idancy : on the Cf»trary, bowever, what has hem 
.sidered as vicious in one age and in one country, 
been regarded as praiseworthy in other times and 
er situations. Suicide, titefi;, fornication, and evea 
nea which we tremble to name, have been sanc- 
led and approved in particular nations, and among 
tain individuals, 

To-all this it may be replied, tiiat it little import* 
ether or not it l>e allowed that these seeds oi vir- 
are given us with our. exiMence, if it tw nctmittMl- 



»• 42. LOOKER-ON. 165 

ibal tis soon as reason begins to operate it pronounces 
in its faTOiM% and that there is plainly a constitution 
of things adapted to foster and confirm this pre-emi- 
nence. The existence of a moral gOTemment is no 
less il^icated by such a disposition of things^ than 
by snj^Msing an instinctiye preference of virtue, or 
what IS termed the moral sense. The relation pf any 
particular act of criminality might fail of its due im- 
pression upon the mind of a savage^ from the abso- 
lute impossibility of conveying to him an adequate 
idea of its mischief^ and a perfect sense of its conse- 
quences : for the real nature and injury of vice is 
only to be contemplated through its operation on so- 
ciety ; and the mind must be placed in its proper rela- 
tive position, ore it can come to any right conclusions 
respecting the tendencies and qualities of human ac- 
tions. Still, however, this savage has clear impres- 
sions of right and wrong, although his right and 
wrong be not shaped to the condition of man as a 
member of civil society. 

Again, the objections to the doctrine of a moral 
sense, founded on the want of uniformity and univer- 
sality in our notions of virtue,- and the' encouragement 
afibrded to particular vices in difi^rent ages and na- 
tions^will lose their force if we consider that where these 
inverted maxims have prevailed through whole coun- 
trieSj they have arisen either under some violent and 
unnatural system of religion or civil policy, or during 
a state of barbarous depression; and that, where they 
have obtained among particular sects or individuals, 
they may always be traced to son»e peculiarity of 
circumstances, or to some superadded motives which 
have over-ruled the tendencies of this secret guide. 
The encouragement of theft, said to have been a 
principle of Spartan policy, was the result of a forced 
and distorted system> which had for its sole object the 
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motioii of militaiy takntsi among wfiioh, in tbsM 
s, deception and stntagcm held « . cOBSpioM* 

bare never read of any: eonntry, ttowerer barba- 
1, where the eeose.of nrodeaty was eHttrcly «de«p; 
tbe promiscuous compierce of tbe lexei liet frei^ 
ire under an implied reproach, irtiere marriage m 
mg the customs of the country — aad marnage has 
ry where place, where the smallest approaches 
e been made to social intercourse. Murder hi 
er been purely and positively sanctioned in toy 
dition of humanity. The Indians, it is true, put 
ir captured enemies to cruel deaths ; but to dm 
)dy practice they are prompted by an excessive 
i to their fallen associates, and mistaken princi- 
I of patriotism and friendship. Snictde was wimt 
any with it such an imposing ima^ of virtue) be- 
: the promulgation of Christian moraKty, that the 
|uency of it argued no want of inMincttve love of 
ue, but was an instance in which a fond interprfr- 
an was put upon her decrees, to favour the impa- 
ice and imbecility of passion. 
o much for the argument as it rests spon tfiat in- 
lal evidence which a view of our nature afibrds: 
; tendencies.of virtue and vice, as seen in the ex- 
lal order of things, deserves a little tarther con* 

[) respect to individuals, these tendencies are ob- 
is ; but the settled tendency of ^rtue to accamn- 

power in society, and to prevail over every sort 
>ower which is not under its direction, is perbapt 

readily conceived. It is an important port of the 
ject, as it may elevate in our conceptions the dig- 
' and might of that instmment by which [VoH- 
ce governs the world. 
n the Sams' manner as reajon has « natural ten' 
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4eiicy td trimnph over brutal force, and to give to 
man aa ascendancy over the rest of the animal area* 
tion^ so has virtue a tendency to produce si]q9eriorityy 
and a( perpetual increase of power. It exerts this 
teadency by renderii^ public good an object and 
end to the members of a society, by inspiring dili- 
gence, recollection, and self-government, and by 
uoitiBg men together in harmony and afiection, on a 
hwi of mutudl confidence. Yet do these tendencies 
o£ virtue, as well as Uiose (^ reason, require many 
ccAcurring circumstances to promote their opera- 
tioB. There must be a certain proportion between 
the oatunJ power which is, and tlmt which is not, 
mider Uie direction of virtue; there must be sufficient 
lengUi of time ; for, in the nature of the thing, its 
•access must be gradual ; there must be a fair field 
of (arial, a stage ample enough, with proper occasions 
and opportunities, for the virtuous to join together. 

.Now^ as to the first requisite, it is to be hoped 
thene is in the world a proportion of virtuous men, 
snfficieBt to render virtue prevalent to ar very consi<^ 
derable degree, if other circumstances would permit i 
for much less force, under the direction of virtue, 
would prevail over nmch' greater, not imder its di« 
section. There are many causes, however, which 
obstruct the union of virtuous men, spread over the 
£atce,of the earth ; and, above all, the- very short and 
busy scene we. are passing through, denies to virtue 
its proper latitude of operation. This tendency, 
therefore, is disappointed of its natural effect in the 
present state. But haply these hindrances may be 
removed in a future world ; and surely it is more 
natural to conclude, that the obstructions will be re- 
moved, than that the tendency will be destroyed. 
Virtue is militant here, and many untoward acci- 
dents contribute to its bein^ overborne ; but we may 



161 LOOKSR-OII. W* 4^. 

feirly hope that hereafter it may combat with 
greater success^ or rather may enjoy its rewards in 
triumph and in peace. 

It appears, therefore, that God has qualified us t» 
perceive a peculiar connection in the several parts of 
his great scheme, and a tendency towards the com- 
pletion of it arising out of the very nature of virtue, 
which tendency is to be considered as something 
moral in the essential constitution of things. On thft 
whole then, there is a kind of moral government im- 
plied in God's natural government— virtue and vice 
are naturally rewarded and punished, as beneficial 
or mischievous to society, and rewarded and ponisii- 
ed directly as virtue and vice. — ^The notion, there- 
fore, of a moral scheme of government^ is not 
fictitious, but natural; for it is suggested to on 
thoughts by the constitution and course of nature ; 
and the execution of this scheme is actually began in 
the present world. — And the notion of a moral 
scheme of government, much more perfect than 
what is teen nere, is not a fictitious but a natural no- 
tion, suggested to our thoughts by the essential ten- 
dencies of virtue and vice. 

I shall conclude this paper, with reconunendiog 
my readers to turn to the 36th and 37 th Psaims, 
where they will find this natural tendency of virtue, 
and its final rewards, in the completion of this moral 
scheme of government, sublimely treated* 
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Smt ftrocul tUe autem ramis imignis Olhie 

Sacra /erensf YIRGIt, 

Bat wbp is he that yonder comes, that wears 
The OLnrB-BRAMCH, and saered incense bearrs ? 

If the reader i| at all interested by the character of 
poor EugeDio, or sympathises with the unfortunate 
Amelia, he will pardon that affection for their me- 
mories which induces me to consecrate the two or 
three succeeding papers to my long-lost and re- 
gretted friends. Poor Eugenie! I little thought, 
when I held Ihee in these arms in thy last struggles 
for breath, and received this little deposit of thy let- 
ters, that I should have lived to moisten it with my 
tears at this distance of time. The great ones are 
hourly passing before me ; events of magnitude are 
happening daily about me; sorrows and catastrophes 
surround Due ; but still the traces of thy virtues are 
freshest in my thoughts; and hardly do I live to 
present times, when I think on those quiet hours we 
passed together, and those evening walks, and those 
various conversations on men and things, ever end« 
ing in the subject of thy heart, thy dear Amelia. 

Metbinks I have him now before me, with his tall 
and graceful figure, his oval face, his dimpled mouth 
and large benevolent eyes : I seem again to see hit 
features sathering fresh and fresh animation as invo- 
luntarily.he winds the conversation into that channd 
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feirly hope that hereafter it may combat with 
greater succesSy or rather may enjoy its rewards in 
triumph and in peace. 

It appears, therefore, that God has qualified us to 
perceive a peculiar connection in the sereral parts of 
his great scheme, and a tendency towards the com- 
pletion of it arising out of the rery nature of virtue, 
which tendency is to be considered as something 
moral in the essential constitution of things, Qn th« 
whole then, there is a kind of moral government im- 
plied in God's natural governments— virtue and vice 
are naturally rewarded and punished, as beneficial 
or mischievous to society, and rewarded and poniah- 
ed directiy as virtue and vice. — ^The noti<m, there- 
fore, of a moral scheme 4>f government, is not 
fictitious, but natural; for it is suggeited to our 
thoughts by the constitution and course of nature ; 
and the execution of this scheme is actually began in 
the present world. — And the notion of a moral 
scheme of government, much more perfect than 
what is teen here, is not a fictitious but a natural no- 
tion, suggested to our thoughts by the essential ten- 
dencies of virtue and vice. 

I shall conclude this paper, with recommending 
mv readers to turn to the S6th and 37th Psalms, 
where they will find tiiis natural tendency of virtue, 
and its final rewards, in the completiim of thia moral 
scheme of government, sublimely treats. 
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h the reader i| at all interested by the character of 
poor Eugeoto, or gympathises with the uofortuuate 
Amelia, he will pardon that aflection for their me- 
mories which induces me to consecrate the two or 
Aree succeedipg papen to my long-lost and re- 
gretted frtenda. Poor Eugeniol I Tittle thought, 
when 1 held thee in these arms in thy last Btru^wles 
for breath, and receired this little deposit of thy let- 
ters, that I chould have lived to moisten it wiUi my 
tears at this distance of time. The great tmea are 
hoorly passing before me ; events of magnitude are 
bappeaiag daily about me; sorrows and catastrophes 
uirround me; but still the traces of thy virtues are 
freshest in my thoughts; and hardly do I live to 
present times, when I think on those quiet hours wa 
passed together, and those evening walks, and those 
various conversations on men and things, ever esd« 
ins in the subject of thy heart, tby dear Amelia. 

Methinke 1 have him now before me, with bis tall 
and gracefol figure, his oval face, his dimpled niou>' 
and Wge benevolent eyes : 1 seem again to 
features gathering fresh and fresh animation 
luntarily tie winds the conversatim into that 
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in which his bosom so loyed to discharge itself: and 
novr his countenance assumes a softened expression 
of melancholy, as the subject gradually takes tfae 
colours of his mind — a mind> almost from tlw cradle, 
of too high a pitch for the tones t>f onHnary life, and 
destined to a course of continual disappointment. 
But nothing had the eflfeci of souring the temper of 
Eugenio ; and I know not if I am right in calling 
that melancholy which produced neither complaint 
nor despondency, and which felt it no indulgence to 
criminate the motives and actions of mankind, but 
showed itself alone in a certain bias towards topics of 
sorrow, and an inclination to visit the house of 
mourning rather than the house of joy. It comforts 
me to think that the soul of this excellent youth has 
been long at rest, after a short career of sorrovr in this 
world; and that that bosom which found so little 
congeniality here, is probably in those abodes where 
its sorrow is turned into joy, and where what was 
the source of disappointment is become the fi^untain 
of delight. 

Eugenio was in his four-and-twentieth year when 
i first became acquainted with him. It was not long 
B,^t this that an increase of fortune enabled him te 
live up to his own feelings of duty, and to fbllof^ 
these amufsements which his heart pronounced iiino- 
certt. After a youth of much variety and uniform 
disappointment, he retired to his faitlier's house ill 
Shropshire, which their circumstances now enabled 
them to render more comfwtable, and the grounds 
about which Eugenio took great delight in disposmg 
in such a manner as was cakulated to favour the con* 
templative turn of his mind. Five years he spent in 
k truly elegant and philosophic retirement, not sr* 
Tftgely shutting himself up from the world, but as- 
'yting tkuM title to the use of his time which ht 
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deemed necessarv to the cultivation of his sou), and 
the great ends of his creation. Before this period he 
had passed through various scenes and sitaatinns of 
life. — But why should I thus piece out tlie history of 
my friend i I feel that in the end it mnst all be told, 
such is ray fondness for talking about him : I will 
therefore lay it before my readers, with the advEUi- 
tages of a regular narration. 

It was on a cold night in December, that the fa- 
ther of Amelia and myself, being overtaken by a 
shower of rain, entered the kitchen of an inn on the 
western road to warm ourselves by the fire. There 
sat in one corner of the room a tall thin young man, 
ID a mean travelling dress, but of an elegant form 
and dignified aspect. He leaned upon the table with 
his elbow, and had very much the air of fatigue in 
his looks, though there was evidently too much agita- 
tion within him to admit of the necessary repose. I 
ftbaerved, as we stood by the fire, that the eyes of my ; 
ftiend were fixed upon the youth, who himself never / 
once regarded us, or paid us the least attention front,' 
our first entrance into the room. / 

As my fi'iend's house, where I then was upon a 
visit, was only a mile distant, und as it now held up, 
we took leave of the company, all of whom rose, ex- 
. cept the traveller, who took no more notice of oup 
departure than he had done of our entrance. My 
friend (whom in fiiture I shall call Barville, having 
some reasons for concealing his true name), dnriiig 
our walk home, was silent and thoughtfiil, and 
would enter into no conversation the whole evening. 
The next morning we met early in the garden, 
where he thus addressed me : — " My good M 
Olive-branch, I must beg your forgiveness for ' 
behaviour yesterday- evening; but the truth is, 
(ihysiognomy of the young stranger we saw 
q2 
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ca9t oiixHlKenaAioBy a sort of complexional tinctiire, 
which some would call cam, that penrades the whole 
profession. Mr. BarvUle's learning was not of tbii 
technical sort; his preferences and avefnons were 
the progeny of his own mind^ and his taste was 
unborrowed, as well as the principles on which he 
supported it. 

His phraseology had something in it that was 
strange at first, but which proved it to b^^his own, 
and at once told you he was no common man ; and 
those who conrersed with him were frequently sur- 
prised by new combinations of words, and new 
effects of language. He abounded in principles, in 
maxims, and in systems, which he cherished the 
more fondly, as bemg his undisputed ofi&^ng, and 
could therefore nerer endure interrupdon until the 
whole scheme of his argument was perfectly detail- 
ed. He was fond of framing fmproveinents, of 
which humanity was the object ; and the pocor and 
unfortunate were the constant theme of his inven- 
tions, and the unceasing objects of his care. On the 
whole, he was tender on the subject of religion, seri- 
ous in all questions of morality, and ardent and dis- 
interested in his search after truth ; and if the quidc- 
ness of his apprehension, and the constancy of his 
tenets, made him sometimes impatient and imperious, 
it was almost worth while to be exposed a little to 
this defective part of his character, to witness that 
benevolent concern and unaffected candour with 
which he studied to expiate the offence. 

Mr. Barville was just proceeding to address some 
important questions to the stranger, whom I shall in 
feture call Eugenio, when Amelia entered the room. 
\ shall attempt no description of this young lady's 
>erson : it will be enough to say, that the most melt- 
^g sensibility, and the most exalted virtue, height^ 
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ened and corrected each other's expression^ in a 
complexion and a set of features formed for love and 
delight. Mr. Barville introduced her to his guests 
whose frame underwent a new kind of agitation^ and 
who now felt doubly ashamed of the meanness, of his 
apparel. "Amelia,'* said the father^ "you are to 
look upon this gentleman as no common acquaint- 
ance ; certain rules of judging, which have never yet 
betrayed me, make me very ambitious of his friend- 
ship. This speech, in spite of herself, strained her 
looks towards Eugenio, and an involuntary expres- 
sion of sweet approbation kindled the first spark of 
that unhappy flame in which they were both des- 
tined to be consumed. Mr. Barville stopped a- 
moment for their mutual compliments to be paid; 
but nature had fixed on their mouths a seal of silence, 
on which each other's image was engraved, and 
which a little time sufficed to carry to the hearty 
there to abide for ever. 

The vivacity of Mr. Barville's disposition, and the 
fermentation of his mind, never suffered a pause to 
last till it was painful ; and in any embarrassment of 
that kind it was usual for the company to turn to- 
wards him for relief. Some agreeable comment, or^ 
some useftil inference, was always revolving iu Tiis 
mind, and ready for the occasion; and a certain 
equability and delicacy of thought were more re- 
markable in his conversation, than the poignancy of 
satire, or the splendour of wit. He made us all join 
in requesting Eugenio to spend that and the following 
day with us ; but it was easy to see whose applica 
tion had the most influence in obtaining his conser 
A thousand agreeable topics were started by t 
hospitable entertainer ; and so much pleasantry a 
good-&imour prevailed through the day, that t 
wards the close of it, the stranger had shaken 
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much of bis reserve, and more than once ^la my 
to emotions of g^ety ^d mirth, which so developed 
the expressioa of hU cpuoieiuuice, that many new 
and excellent qualilies were read ia il by the. philo; 
sopbical Mr. £arville ; and the seeds of miicb future 
Borrow were sown in another bosom, where, alaxl 
the same philosophy did not, at least at tba^momeut, 
«xist. 

, The next morning, as soon as breakfast wrb over, 
the worthy gentleman of the house, tunungtowards. 
hia guest, and putting his two fingers i^»ai)ua band, 
as it rested upon his knee — (I see th^m botb navr 
tefore me) — " You must be sure, sir,", said he, *' I. 
fould have had no inducement to seek so earnestly' 
your acquaintance, but what was perfectly disinte* 
rested and honourable : I have long cheri^ted the 
persuasion that there are certain lines in the counte*. 
nauce which never fail |o announce a well-ctMsti-' 
tuted mind. There is a kind of running'title in the 
faoe, which opens fresh patter to interest us in 
every page. Not a certain assemblage of features, 
' but the modification of those features under the va- 
rious influence of successive emotions, ia the rule of 
my judgement in these cases, with a reserve, how- 
wor.Jn favour of the testimonies of subse<jueat expe- 
rience. Look upon me as one, therefore, whom no 
accidental circumstances of obligation or connection 
de your friend, but whom the secret ties of 
lerself have drawn towards you with a force 
le resisted. I frankly offer you my confi- 
id friendship ; makewhat use you cut of me 
own af&irs ; and if you have any distresses 
ley are legible in your countenance) which 
too desperate for relief, or toe Bev«re.to be 
by communicatkai, I earnestly entreat you 
1 me a sharer in them, I too have Itad my 
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sorrows: in the most virtuous and affectionate of 
wif e9> I have lost the tenderest of friends ; and my 
only son is gone from me^ Heaven knows where> with 
circumstances that render the loss of him ten times 
more distressful, and which add weight to a misfor- 
tune that one would think almost too heavy for ag- 
gravation.** 

These kind sentiments, uttered with great energy, 
were too much for Eugenio : he was mute for some 
moments ; in spite of his efforts, a tear stole from 
him, and a sigh escaped from the depths of his 
hosom. At length, after some unintelligible eflu- 
sions, he went on thus : *' This generosity, my dear 
sir, and this extraordinary goodness, are so greatly 
above what I have been used to experience, that I 
dare not attempt to make adequate acknowledge- 
ments, llie best way, doubtless, to manifest my 
sense of it, would be to yield instantly to your flat- 
tering request ; but, indeed, sir, my history contains 
but little to interest or to amuse you. As for some f&w 
distresses I may have suffered, they have not been 
ef that incidental, various, and adventurous kind, 
which affect in the relation, but were for the most 
part spun out of my own feelings, which are such as 
to raise trifling circumstances into serious misfor- 
tunes : while, so is my mind constructed, that I can 
endure those evils, whose sensible magnitude is infi- 
nitely greater, and which most disturb the serenity 
of others, with sufficient calmness and composure. I 
know, sir, I am making a confession much to my 
discredit; but I cannot abuse such a noble good- 
nature^ by keeping you ignorant of the un worthiness 
of its object** 

It is easy to imagine that the excuse was not 
listened to ; and Eugenio, after a pause of some mo- 
W^nts, was beginning to gratify the curiosity of his 
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new friend^ when, perceiyinff Amelia and myielf 
rising from our chairs, as if to leave the room, he^n-f 
treated us both to remain, and, with a look of some 
impatience, assured Amelia that there was nothing m 
the siory he was about to relate, which could give 
any umbrage to her delicacy, or which he conl4 
wish to conceal from her knowledge. I think, if 
subsequent events do not deceive me, a melancholy 
forecast at that moment drew from me an involuntary- 
sigh, and I felt inwardly troubled as the situation o€ 
things brought to my thoughts the eiiects wrought 
on the mind of the gentle Desdemona by the pitia^ble 
story of the valiant Moor. . 

Euorenio proceeded, as well as I can recoUeet^ 
with the assistance of my niemorandums, in the fol-r 
lowing terms : " I am tne only son of virtuous pa- 
rents, and who, if more need be said, were bot^ of 
gentle blood. My father bore arms at a very youg^ 
age, served his country in many campaigns, am 
was, as those report who have followed his fortunes, 
a truly gallant soldier. Whether it was from read- 
ing, or a natural elevation of mind, I know not ; but 
it was his misfortune to have imbibed a certain en« 
thusiasm of honour and grandeur of sentimeqt, 
which proved a great interruption to his happiness 
during the whole course of his life. My father had 
a soul for great actions : he was the hero in the field, 
but he was also too much the hero in cpmmoa li£e; 
and as Soci*ates is said to have brought down philo- 
sophy from the skies, so it seemed an ambition of my 
father's to force into the most ordinary concerns ij^ 
which he was engaged, those erect principles of 
justice, and those sentiments of heroic disinterested- 
ness, which, though in the main they certainly 
should form the great rule of our actions, yet can 
never be rendered universally applicable in the pett)^ 



jninmerce of society. I use the past tense in speak- 
ing of my father, not because I know that he is dead — 
trt be assured of that would remove from my mind a 
heary load of anxiety — but because I fear I have 
lest him for ever ; and my busy sorrow is ever pre- 
senting him to niy thoughts in a state much worse 
than death — a state unworthy of his birth and his 
flings, and ill accommodated to his age and in- 
firmities. In short, sir, after having lost him for one 
twelvemonth, without knowing whither he was fled, 
i heard only a week ago, that during all this interval 
he has served as a common soldier in the army of 
prince Ferdinand. But I will not anticipate the 
fevents of my story ; I fear they will interest you but 
little, with every advantage of relation.'* 
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Huic pudor, et justiti<9 spror 
'Incorrupta fides ^ nudaque Veritas^ 
Quando vUam inoenient parem ? 

Sister of justice uncormpted faith, 

And naked truth, and generous shame, ah! when ] 

His equal shall they find } 

•'Iw the year 1735, my father, then a youth, and 
burning to distinguish himself in the field, fought 
under the Imperialists, at that time at war with the 
French. In a fierce encounter; an Austrian captain 
vtras slaint by hi» side, a gentleman of great merit. 



1 



180 ix>OKBa-OM« H^ 44k 

and whose friendship aad courage had, ob a fonn^ 
occasion, saved my poor father from the bayonet's 
point. His comrade and friend fell npon his bosom, 
and had just time to entreat him to madce a transfer off 
that affection which had so long been his pride and 
happiness, to a helpless orphan he was leaving be* 
Kind him. In his sorrow for his departed friend, my 
father found comfort in thinking tlutt still the oppor- 
tunity was left him of evincing his gratitude towards 
him, and of honouring his memory by better testi* 
monies than unavailing tears. Touched with the 
destitute situation of the daughter, his pity was soon 
succeeded by a warmer sentiment, which the gootle 
sorrow and the amiable qualities of the youns lady 
strengthened and matureid. In short, he fulfilled his 
engagements, by marrying her as soon as the peace 
was concluded between the belligerent powers. In 
a few months after they came to England, and took 
those little premises in Shropshire, where they have 
lived ever smce. I was born in about three years 
after this marriage, and destined, alas ! to succeed to 
all my father's pride, and all his mortifications ; to 
all his exaltation of spirit, and all his depression 
of circumstances. 

" The narrowness of their income, and still more, 
my father's jealous eagerness to inspire no senti- 
ments into my mind but his own, determined them 
to take my education upon themselves, every essen- 
tial part of which they were between them well 
qualified to conduct, except that in which worldly 
wisdom was concerned, and the interests of my future 
fortunes. As myself and a sister were their only 
charge, the duty they had imposed upon themselves 
was not more ttian they could fulfil -with ease and de- 
light, and my finher has often assured me that the 
ten years vvhicb succeeded his marria^ were a 
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counterfoalance to the fatigues and sufTerings of hig 
wiM)le life. 

*' He had married a woman of no personal accom-* 
plishnients ; but Providence had rewarded his pious 
regard to the memory of his friend, by giving her a 
soul great like his own> and full of the most exalted 
notions of justice, parity, and benevolence. Her 
German ancestry were noble, and a tincture of na- 
tional haughtiness had formerly discoloured her sen* 
timents ; hut as their union was more a marriage of 
the mind than of the person, their constant communis 
eation and n^utual respect softened down the pride of 
my mother's bosom, to the same temper with that 
which informed my father's, and effected a perfect 
congeniality ii(i the pruiciples on which they were 
founded. Stre|pgthened by his reasons, animated by 
his example, a<[id assisted by the force of her^own 
understanding, ^he was soon persuaded of the Vol ty 
and fragility of that pride which has no sources to 
draw from but human prejudices and self-flattery, 
and discerned the broad partition that separates 
dignity from disdain, and grandeur of soul from prid^ ' 
of circumstance. 

*' In the year 174-5, when I was entering on my 
tenth year, my father followed the Royal Duke into 
the Netherlands^ and left me to the sole care and 
tuition of my mother, who, though not wanting in 
female sensibility or maternal softnes-s, was yet so 
well acquainted with the duties and the oriiaments of 
my sex, that every endeavour was made to build up 
that masculine structure of thought and habit, of 
which my father had laid the foundation in my 
•mind; ^n^i-^w- *V^-^^rmth and ^pnvf^'^ity ^^f frmalfL 
bosonisjcarfily sutfer them to b e moder ate in a cause 
in which their mfef6§ls'or attections are engaged, she 
1wrT«rTmrpnn5rp6-aT1^^ wbuldbear, and 
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perhaps a little beyond tbe scope of its meaniiig and 
application. 

" The hi«tories of great men and great times wen 
the constant objects of my study ; and those pa|a 
were pointed out for my particular attention, wiienia 
-deeds of heroism abroad, or acts of patriotism at 
home, were recited ; and I consider the sequel of mj 
life as a ct»ninent on a passage in an ancient writer, 
which casts a just reproach on the general teodencf 
of education, to hold up roles rather for the extraor- 
dinary, than the ordinary occasions of life. AU m; 
playthings were martial; guns, trumpets, sworda, 
uid helmets, were lavished upon me; uid every dar 
I was so busy in plyinK toy batteries, in bombard- 
ing and cannonading, that my little heart was exalt- 
ed almost to madness, aud the hom of battle was 
always blowing in my ears. 

'^I am ashamed, my good sir, to trouble you with 
this petty detail : but as the period of life we are 
now considering, though of little importance in itself, 
borrows a great deal from the influence it has on the 
years of maturity ; and as it may, perhaps, in acHns 
degree apologise for the siogular and unaccommo- 
dating cast of my mind ; I cannot refuse myself the 
liberty of relating an anecdote of my injaacy, which 
I still remember with teelings in which pleasure and 
pain are somewhat whimsically blended. 

"I had just completed the extravagant though be- 
witching Memoirs of Charles XII. of Sweden, and. 
the roar of bombs and cannons was still souoding id 
my ears, when a letter from my father brought us an 
account of the defeat at Fontenoy, acquaintmg us at, 
the same time, that he was then in garrismi at. 
Ostend, and in hourly oKpectation of the enemy. 
Here my ardent imagination figured to me all toa 
loiTort of a li^, and L resolved to sympathise, with 
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^^ the supposed sufierings of my father. I chose a spot 

in a meadow about a mile distant from our house, 

jj where I laboured incessantly for a week, in raising 

. ^ ramparts, and digging trenches, to represent the for- 
tifications at Ostend : as soon as they were completed, 
I prevailed upon the son of a gardener in our neigh- 
bourhood, a boy about my own age, to carry on the 

^ siege, while I shut myself up within my works, re- 
1^ solving to hold out to the last, having previously 

, J frightened the besieger into secrecy, by threatening. 






in case of treachery, to lay waste his father's cauli- 
flowers, and put all I should find to the sword. We 
_ kept up this mockery through half the day, when 
^ suddenly the operations of the enemy ceased alto- 
gether ; -whether the vigour and impetuosity of my 
nrequent sallies had driven him ofl^ or hunger, a more 
powerfiil assailant, had forced him from the field. I 
^ gloried, however, in neglecting the calls of hunger; 
and imagining myself blockaded, I resolved to try 
. how long I could hold out in such a situation. I kept 
; . "within my fortifications with great obstdnacy till late 
' ^ in the evening, when, beginning to find that the con- 
. test with nature could no longer be maintained, I de- 
termined not to surrender to the besiegers; but 
^ snatching the standard which I had fixed on the 
^. ramparts, with one hand, and grasping my sword in 
the other, I rushed out at a breach that was made in 
one of the ravelins ; and fancying myself in the pur- 
*8uit of the enemy, I ran to our ^irden wall, where I 
fell, overcome with weariness and hunger. Here I 
lay for some time, with my sword and standard still 
in my hands, and probably should have died on the 
field of honour, if one of my faither's labourers, who 
happened to pass by, had not picked me up, and 
conveyed me to my mother. 
• *' As soon as she was made acquainted with t¥ 
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»ent of * new sword, -and promised me to per- 
ide my Guber to make me a colonel aa soon as be 
urncd. iShe kept, howeyer, a more watchful eye 
■r my proceedm|i;s in future, aad confinetl my 
orations wUhm our garden wall. Tbe Pretender'i 
asion. which took place soon sStei, so agitated my 
id, ihat I wai very near ktsing my Benae»; arn 
' mother began to repine at the ertraordinaiy 
xesa ot' her metbods of education, aud used her 
\t eQorcK to bring this luxuriancy »f mind within 
bounds of reason. 

' Afier (he victory of Culloden, my father return- 
covered with honour, and wounded in the service; 
I, alas! his circumstances were lower than ever; 
his own illnesses, and his compassion for others, 
1 rendered these late campaigns more than ordi- 
'ily expensive. The tender and endeannff recep- 
n, hi'wever, which be found at home, banished 
Ty subject of reg;ret from his mind; and he sat 



:a, aa he then thought, to enjoy for a length of 
le tbe solace of domestic tranquillity. 
' The Quixotic mania with which 1 was possessed. 



t but be displeasing to a man of his 
vas very wide of that character which it had been 
object to tbnn. He bad but little, however, 
combat with, in convincing my mother of her 
ttake : she had already begun to perceive it, and 
' mind was too great to scruple confession. Soft 
I gradual means were used to let me down gently 
m the heights to which I had been raisc6 ; and ai 
ow had the rank of colonel in my own eyes, espe- 
1 care was taken not to wound the honour which I 
iceived to be attached to my situation. By their 
icious Dianagemcut I was weaned a good deal 
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from my military enthusiasm ; but, as you will see 
Mn the sequel, the impression has never been tho« 
roughly effaced. 

^' My father had resolved, on his return home, to 
sell out of the army, and enjoy the repose which he 
had earned ; but as soon as he was perfectly cured 
of his wounds, his ardour of mind returned with his 
health, and all his sedentary projects disappeared. 
In the autumn of 1746, he followed sir John Ligo- 
nier to the Dutch Netherlands, and was wounded in 
three places at the battle of Roucoux. He returned 
home in a very wretched and emaciated state, to the 
great affliction of my poor mother, to whose unex- 
ampled care he again owed his recovery, which 
however was not completed under full four years, 
' during which time he was confined to his apartment 
in a state of extreme lameness and debility. 

*' I shall now pass over a lapse of seven years, 
which were chequered by no incidents worth re- 
lating ; except it may be proper to mention that in 
this interval my father, surrendered to the impres- 
sions of sickness, grew gradually sedate and tranquil 
in his deportment and sentiments, and lost in great 
part his predilection for the military life. So great, 
mdeed, was .the change which time and circum- 
stances had wrought in his mind, that when I reached 
my eighteenth year, instead of realizing the splendid, 
visions of my childhood, he sent me to college in the 
year 1755, to accomplish myself for holy orders. 
But before two months had expired,.! was heartily 
wearied with the forms and institutions, as well as 
with the manners and usages .of the place. 

^'My ideas had been accustom^ to^xpatiate over 
a wide scene of action, in whicU l^veiy thing that 
was vast and unbounded in human enterprise, or ele- 
vated in human character, was ever moving befo' 
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in which a shade was cast orer yulgsr 
ulgar interests, and in which diat miiUte 
n, among whom I was now to take mp 
een at a confused distance, or lost in' the 
blaze. The inactive pomp, the ingh- 
he narrow range, an<l the petty politics ef 
e, were ill calculated to artcst a mind 
-hich had taken flight, at ten years of age, 
I of visionary perfection, and whose ai- 
Hir had dready taa^t it contempt, not 
common amusements of infancy, but for 
1 playthings of maturity, 
ir, since those days my wings liaTe been 
ey were severely shorn at my firrt en- 
those real scenes of which my yoang 
naged such delusive representations. At 
red like a young eagle imprisoned in a 
: privilege it once was to sit on the sum- 
k, in the broad blaze of the sun, and con- 
3 immensity before it, as filled with ob- 
:rprise — as the scene of prowess and ad- 
lut though I never could accommodate 
my cage, I ceased to make those in- 
uggles which would only serve tn cover 
licule, and sink me in my own esteem ; 
'99 not happy, I was at least apparently 
uid took some care that, at this intro- 
ge of my liTe, my singularity should not 

rinciually fostered ray aversion to college 
!M the very circumscribed state of my 
hich soon taught me to measure ue 
wincb poverty throws us from our social 
a just participation in the courtesies and 
riife. It is, however, its high privilege 
tion to be secure from the seductums ef 
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flattery, to see before it the unvamished side of ha* 
man nature, and to view the native forms of Virtoe 
and Vice in their genuine light. 

'* Though my poor parents almost beggared them- 
selves to support me with respectability, all would 
not do ; apd my circumstances were so low, as hardly 
to suffice for my bare maintenance. The reverence 
I feel for the principle of every institution which has 
the good of mankind for its object, makes me cau- 
tious how I reprove ; for there is a spirit of correc- 
tion, which chases away the eood with the evil, and 
which, in its zeal for completing the beauty of a 
building, destroys the cement on which its existence 
depends. But 1 cannot avoid, in this place, express- 
' ing my concern, that means are not more industri- 
. ously used, to lower the rate of living at college, by 
a close inquiry into frauds and excessive charges, by 
the prevention of long credit, and a clearer exposi- 
tion of college accounts. I had not been above three 
weeks in my new situation, before I began to be 
weary of the society into which I had entered, and to 
draw upon myself no small portion of hatred and 
persecution. I was nicknamed Major Strutt; my 
windows were frequently broken, and my doors were 
scribbled over with low and contemptible scurrility. 
The high and dignified notions which my father had 
taken such pains to rear in my mind, were in a great 
measure the cause of this odium ; yet it is but feur to 
confess that whereas these were mixed and Qualified 
in my father's mind with a thousand soft and humane 
ingredients, in mine they soon hardened into a firm 
and indissoluble firame, and bred within me a degree 
of misanthropy and choler which neither reason nor 
religion has yet been able to subdue.'' 

** I cannot help thinking, however," cried M 



u 



^ 



188 LOOKEB'ON. N* #4, 

Barville with some eamestncM and preciphstuuv 
"that ycHt do not yourself understand all the iDgTV 
dients of this boiling spirit I will take upon my- 
self to affirm that inhumanity is not one of them; 
and I am persuaded that yoar severity was princir 
pally directed against yourself. You carry yoar 
own eulogy in ymir unintenance, and that is a testi- 
mony which I never dispute." Eugenio bowed and 
■hook his head, while a tear trickled down his face, 
as he thus proceeded — 

" A thousand boyish and pitiful insults continued 

to be lerelled at my peace, but they were yet too 

weak and diminutive to provoke any thing more than 

contempt ; I treated the whole pack with sovereign 

indifierence; and I really believe that hitherto the 

mortification was greater on their side than my own, 

My lofUness of temper, and the scorn expr^sed in 

mycountenance, challenged their utmost malignancy. 

Hmts were at length thrown out in disparagement of 

my birth, and derogatory to the virtue of my mother 

as well as to the courage and honour of my father. 

This atrocious attack applied a torch to my feelings, 

and kindled them into a blazeof indignation. What 

methods I took to vindicate the honour of my family 

are perhaps as well omitted : they were such as com- 

tiy calumniators to contradict in writing the 

s reports they had spread, and even further, 

severally to their parents in the spirit of ab- 

and remorse ; which letters 1 put myself 

post, and in a few days received answers, 

Lth expressions of shame and sorrow for the 

«us conduct of their sons. These letters, lo- 

vith their recantations, 1 took care to make 

itly public: my enemies were abashed, and 

val of peace Micceeded. Tbb suspension of 



hostilities was, however, only a hreathing-time for 
my persecutors, and th^ same infamous tales conti^ 
nued to be propagated. 

" My disgust now rose to such a pitch, that I 
lived a whole year in entire solitude, nourishing the 
pride of my spirit, and my contempt for those around 
me/' — At this moment, a gentleman of the neighs 
bourhood called in ; and Eugenio and myself, in the 
interim, ^ook a wsllk into the garden. I seized this 
opportunity of entreating him to continue one day 
longer among us, and was secretly delighted at his 
ready acquiescence, and with his manner of express 
ing his confpliance. " Mr. Olive-branch,*' said he, 
pressing my hand, " I don't know what it is. which 
gives you this power over me, but I feel that I can 
refuse you nothing. The complacency I read in 
your looks, helps to tranquillize my own thoughts — 
and it seems as if my spirits could find in your friend^ 
ship a harbour from those storms within and without 
xne, to which I am ever exposed." A tear, which 
stood in my eyes at this moment, assured him of 
those sympathetic feelings which were really top 
strong to sufl'er me to answer him directly, and, 
taking courage from this omen, he addressed npie a» 
follows.. 
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^oor little Sophy |[for that was my sister's name)« that 
nojnadvertentexpresstmi might escape me, to betray 
the sitaatton of my mind : ajod daring the few weeloi 
1 spent with them, I feigiied all the complacency 
i coald possibly assvune, thoagh I could perceive^ by 
the anxiety expressed in my mother's countenance, 
that my dissimulation was not as successful as I had 
hoped. 

^ In spite of my abstinence from all the dirersioos 
t>f my age, my expenses were considerably greater 
^han my income. To confess the truth, in money 
'concerns I was s^ready as much a soldier as my fa* 
ther, wbo woald long ere this have swallowed up his 
little retenue, had not my mother's excellent ma- 
nagement suspended the blow, to fall in the end with 
-redoubled violence." — Here Mr. Banrille interposed 
— " And can you not," said he, " call to mind any 
secret donations to the indigent and distressed, which 
might help a Uttle to impoverish you ? Did no truant 
guinea steal away in some holiday of the spirits^ 
when an object of misery has thrown itself in the 
•way of your compassion, and betrayed this misan- 
"thropy, which you profess to have relt, into a mo- 
mentary slumber ?" — "Indeed, sir," replied Eugenio, 
-'* there need no such collateral drains, to account 
for my poverty : the direct expenses of an University 
*iiffe, are a sufficient reason for a man's becoming pOor^ 
-whose pocket is but moderately supplied. I will not 
tleny that sometimes the imbecility of my mind may 
'have drawn me into such imprudences : for wha( 
better title do those feelings deserve, which induced 
me to dissipate monev that was not my own ? In 
the order of moral duties, justice precedes gene- 
'rosity.** 

^ I know," interrupted Mr. Barville, " that you 
^f^l' pardon a curiosity which results ffom the deep 



•olicitude I feel in all that concern^ you. An abso-^ 
lute seclusion from society for a whole year, appears 
to me a situation so dreadful, that I can hardly con<>> 
ceive a mind endued with strength to support it ; but 
as your quarrel seems only to have been with our 
sex, you may perhaps have derived consolations from 
the other, which were capable of very much soften* 
ing this sentence of solitude/' 

'* In my situation at that time,'' answered Eugenio, 
*^ it was nqt easy to form any of those tender con<^ 
flections to which you allude ; but however," conti- 
nued the yi^ung gentleman, looking on the ground, 
And redde^ng as he proceeded, '' to keep from you 
no part of the truth. Nature, when she planted so 
many strong and ardent propensities in my mind, did 
not forget t^e passion of love. Not all the haughti-* 
ness of my temper has been able to resist its growth ; 
in spite qi every opposition it has flourished with in-^ 
credible lui^urismcy. I cannot, however, accuse my^^ 
self of any hard-heartedness, treachery, or design, in 
my intercourse with the sex: nothing but simpla 
crimes of this nature load my conscience — tear hast 
been shed for tear, wherever they have flowed on my 
account.'' 

Here the deepest vermillion overspread the cheek 
of Amelia ; and in spite of her utmost pains to sup- 
press it, a tear trickled down, that in the sequel of 
their mournful intimacy was to be paid by a thou-« 
sand from Eugenio. I took notice, that, as he finish* 
ed this sentence, his looks involuntarily strayed to-* 
wards Amelia's i and in the chaste and melting con« 
cent which he read in them, he saw himiself rebuked* 
^Vistised, pitied, and forgiven. 

** Well, sir," continued Eugenio, '^as soon as I felt 
^t my fortunes were sinking fast, I revolved in my 
laiBd Tarious schemes of redemption ; and no re^urci 
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took my fancy so much as that of wtiting for the 
press. With this I immediately retouched some sa^ 
tirical pieces, into which I had poured all my indig-* 
nation, and sold them for trifling sums to a bookseller 
of no eminence, who appeared to esteem them so 
little that I never afterw^ds made any inquiries after 
them, or even looked for Uieir characters in those 
monthly bills of literary mortality, the Reviewa. 
They answered, however, the purpose of present re* 
iief ; and kept me from that saddest of alt degrada* 
tions, the necessity of running into debt. By engage 
ing in various booksellers' jobs, I gained a tolerable 
supply ; and as I was subject to no interruptions, I 
maoe such dispatch, that I was able, out of my say* 
ings, to send two or three little presents home, and, 
among others, some books on medicine, to my mo-* 
ther, who, finding it impossible to be bountiful is 
proportion to her feelings, was daily filling up the 
measure of her humanity by administering such com** 
fort as was within her reach to the sick aikl the sor* 
rowful. This experience of what I was able to per#' 
form towards my own support, fired me with an am- 
bition to launch forth into the literary world in qiut- 
lity of Author, which situation 1 figured to mjrsen as 
most correspondent to my feelings of independence. 
'* Impressed myself with an awful respect for ge* 
nius, I coiK^eived that its claims must be heard where- 
ever ihey were advanced ; and that, as soon as my 
title was acknowledged, it would insure me plac^ 
And precedency amidst the press^ of interest and the 
Wide of fortune. Full of these illusory expectations, 
j[ wi:ote a very florid epistle to my father, in which I 
•crupled not to acquaint him with the irksomeness of 
my situation, as Well as with the ui^rofitable ex- 

Cnses to which I was subject, and painted the ad- 
AU^g^ of my plan of au^orship in the best colours 
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i was able. I proposed to take a lodiging in town, 
and immediately to enlist in the service of the book- 
sellers, some of whom had suggested such tasks to 
me as they thought were suitable to my particular 
talents. My father, whose enthusiasm was not en- 
tirely vanquished, and who felt his old fires rekindle 
«t the notion of enterprise and adventure, enter- 
ed readily enough into the proposal. My mother 
resisted for a time, from a general habit of caution 
*uid timidity ; but being furnished with no particular 
objections from experience, soon left the field to my 
iather, who now growing heated with the project, as 
was his custom, urged me to hasten my departure 
from college, and to enter upon my brilliant career 
"SA soon as my arrangements could be made. My 
precipitancy corresponded with my father's impati- 
ence. In two days after the receipt of this letter, I 
cleared all my accounts in the University, and set off 
for London with a few guineas in my pocket, and a 
lighter heart than I had ever yet felt in the course of 
my life, except when I sallied out against a flying 
enemy from my little fortifications behind my father's 
^ouse. 

*' As soon as I arrived in town, I repaired to the 
house of a bookseller, with whom I liad corresponded, 
and who had promised me accommodation and employ- 
ment. My friend was as good as his word, and I en- 
tered immediately on this brilliant career, as my fa- 
ther had termed it, in a little room four stories high, 
which was my parlour, my study, and my chamber. 
From this elevated apartment, I looked out of my 
window, and proudly surveyed the little world below 
me, as a victorious general casts his eye over the 
countty before him, which he soon expects to h 
under contribution. Such were the extravagant ho[ 
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I had ftufiRsted tny fancy to indulge, which a few 
months were sufficient to disenchant. 

'* My employer, if rigid in his exactions, was ponc- 
tual in his payments ; and such was my zeal and as- 
siduity in this undertaking, that in a quarter of a year 
I found money to follow up those presents to my pa- 
rents, which had once already so sweetened the re- 
wards of diligence. I began to wonder, however, 
ithat I entered coffee-houses, and travelled the streets, 
without hearing my name mentioned,- or my writingi 
applauded. I never had supposed that genius stood 
in need of patronage, or talents of introduction ; and 
as I then persuaded myself that I was not without 
these pretensions, my choler rose at the frigid indif*- 
ference with which I was regarded, and my mind 
began again to fluctuate between pride and despon- 
dency. 

" One day, as I was passing through the shop, I 
observed a young man. turning over some books with 
an air of contemptuous importance. As he looked 
round, I recognised a fece which I had seen at col- 
lege. It happened that this gentleman was one of 
those who had manifested a good disposition towards 
me, and had made frequent offers of service to me, 
which it suited not my pride to accept. I was no 
sooner perceived by him> than he made up to me 
with great Cordiality, and endeavoured to engage me 
in conversation. Though I felt but little promptitude 
to push my acquaintance beyond its narrow limit, in 
my present quarrel with the world ; yet there was 
something of originality and history in the counte* 
nance of this person, that interested my curiosity ia 
spite of myself. He drew from me, somehow or 
other, the particulars of my situation, and the naturs 
pf my present engagements^ of all which cirqim* 
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*8tances I observed that he made notes in a little book 
of memorandums. 

*' ' My dear sir,' said he, putting his book into his 
pocket, * it gives me concern to think that you have 
so egregiously lost your way in the pursuit of fame. 
The direct road which used to lead to its temple has 
long been barred, and there is no access left, but 
through by-ways and secret passages. As you have 
always had my esteem and good wishes, it is a sensi- 
ble pleasure to me to be able to put you right, and 
to lay before you a chart of these cross-roads, with 
all the odd turnings, that will help to shorten the 
length and fetigues of your journey.' Here he pro- 
posed to me to step into a coffee-house, that he might 
be at liberty to detail those instructions which were to 
rabe so rapidly my fortune in the world. As soon 
as we were seated, he thus continued : — 

•' ' I also was intended, sir, for holy orders ; but I 
^^as of a humour uncongenial with all professions ; 
and my mind was too excursive, or my nature too 
Tolatile, to endure the confinement and buckram of 
any formal course of habit, or punctilious line of 
duty. I resolved to remain at large, and to take up 
at once the character of a gentleman, without sacri- 
ficing the most precious half of life to obtain it. In 
the life of an author I saw all that distinction of 
which I was enamoured, and a range of exertion very 
• suitable to the vivacity of my temper and genius. 

*" I must confess too, that having but a small fund 
of my own to draw from, I saw vast room in this great 
town for the exercise of innocent chicane, in profiting 
by other men's superfluities of talent, and disguising 
my own deficiency ; in which kind of resource 1 may 
say I have proved myself consummate. Thus pre- 
pared, I set out upon my career about twelve months 
ago ^ and, notwithstanding the great competition 
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, which late years have produced among our firatemiky, 
I soon acquired more than my just sfaoure of distincr 
tion^ and am already considerable enough to be abesied 
by half the town. By computing the ratio of this 
abuse for the last three months, I find that my credit 
is making very rapid advances ; and, as I am pretty 
prodigal of abuse in my turn, I have reascm to expect 
that my head, ere a month passes over it, will eith^* 
appear in the pillory, or as a frontispiece to the next 
magazine.' 

" As this was all new ground to me, I expressed no 
small surprise at what I had heard : upon which be ob- 
served, * that as I had not yet passed my noviciate, it 
was no wonder that these mysteries and sublimities 
of the art were above my comprehension ; but a little 
experience would convince me that in these crooked 
times the ways of the learned are not the least 
oblique. Is feuxie your object ? — Be assured, the com- 
mon-place methods of labo^iring to deserve it, are the 
last now-a-days to succeed in obtaining it. If you 
persist in this obsolete course, you may extort a De- 
dication from a Dutch ccHnmentator, or be called aa 
ingenious gentleman in the preface to a new rhyming 
dictionary; but your purse will remadn empty, and 
your face unknown. 

'^ ' And now, sir, what are your sentiments ? Are 
you willing to follow the track which I have marked 
out for you, and which I believe you will find as pro- 
fitable and easy as any ? ' I shook my head, and 
replied, that I was afraid I had not much talent for 
abuse; and moreover, that as this particular branch 
of literature required a disposition invulnerable to 
abuse from others, I knew myself to be very ill qua- 
lified for a member of his academy. ' Well, sir,* 
^ntinued he, ' I will lay some other schemes of 
dvancement before you; and, that example may 
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not be wanting to my instnictions, I will expose to 
yoUy in great confidence, the various methods of lite- 
rary chicane practised with the most brilliant success 
by a club of gentlemen^ of which I have the honour 
to be a member. Two or three instances will be suf- 
ficient for the present : but 1 shall be proud to intro- 
duce you to the whole society, that you may become 
the disciple of him of whose fancy you shall most 
approve. They are none of them those ordinary 
drudges, that drag their steps along through the com- 
mon rounds of the Forum and Academy; but speed 
onwards, as the crow flies, unanxious about what 
tbey leave behind, and fearless about what they en- 
counter. These gentlemen disturb no families by 
their early rising, or their midnight lucubrations; 
but by a little management, and much acquaintance 
with human nature, and the motives of human ap- 
plause, they have risen to greater eminence than your 
great 'readers, without the same expense of spirits 
and constitution. There is a kind of economy of 
learning, with which none but these adepts are ac- 
quainted ; and to make a little go far, by a mode of 
setting it o&\ is one of those peitections on which we 
value ourselves the most in this our select society. Thef 
imposing manner in which we announce our publica- 
tions, the pompous stage on which they are reared, 
by the mechanical helps of printing, paper, and en- 
graving ; our flourished title-pages, comely portraits, 
and the procession of initials that march before our 
names; all help to distinguish our productions 
from vulgar performances, and to enable one of our 
eighteen penny pamphlets to wrestle with imperial 
quartos, and eclipse the labours of half a life.' ^ 
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Non eti Rtmano cuiquam loeut kk, M regnat 
Protogenes atitpu*, vtl D^)hibts out Ervnantlms, 

JUVEKAL, 

Wb^re artifice, pretence, and mockerj reign, 
Sound steiiing merit seeks for room in vain. 

^ I FEAR, sir,^' continued Engenio, turning towards 
Mr. Barville, *' that this discourse on authorship 
will interest you but little : it presses, indeed, rather 
forcibly upon my mind, as having wrought a change 
in my condition, and disabused me of a very material 
error : we are too liable to suppose our own feelings 
in the breasts of other men, without regard to diffe- 
rence of circumstances.'' *' Your remark is gene-* 
rally good/' returned Mr. Barville, '' but it does not 
apply. Little as I know of learning, I know yet less 
of learned men. How chicanery can find a place in 
the province of literature, I am at a loss to imagine. 
The skill of the modems in mechanical improye- 
ments has not yet risen to the inrention of false un- 
derstandings, unless false legs may be so called ; 
and I have never yet heard of the brain's being out 
of joint, but in a metaphor. I am therefore curious 
to be informed what means men have devised to^ im- 
pose upon one another in a point in which no arti- 
ficial aid will avail us, and where the appeal is so 
easy and direct to clear and unequivocal testimonies." 
" My dear sir," replied Eugenio, " this appeal is 
only open to the clear-sighted and impartial: it 
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argues no mean capacity to estimate the abilities of 
Qtber men. The mass of mankind, though right in 
their abstract judgement of things, are perpetually 
Vrong in their application of this judgement to per- 
sons. Here its purity is destroyed by associations, 
ifi'hicb mix in its decisions, and debase its value, 
'the common opinion waits upon the efforts of a few 
superior wits, who march before to cut down the bar- 
riers, that the muddy stream may escape, and clarify 
itself in its course. I agree, then, that in regard 
^ven to persons, give the public mind but time 
enough, and its opinions will be gradually depu- 
rated ; but unfortunately this process of fining is so 
slowly performed, that it is odds but in the mean 
time succe!^ has crowned the imposture. But tQ 
proceed with the group of characters to which my 
Iriend was beginning to introduce me. 

" * There is Dr. , of the scholar's depart- 

pient,* continued my communicative friend, * a ve- 
nerable linguist, commentator, and scholiast : if your 
bent be towards languages, 1 do not know what bet- 
ter model I can lay before you. The doctor was 
-whipped through a public school to very little pur- 
pose ; it was not till he had been a twelvemonth at 
college that those fine obliquities of his genius began 
to expand, and, taking a thousand slant and cross di- 
rections, to graze the confines of many of those re- 
mote provinces of scholarship, where few of our 
hardiest academicians have dared to venture. Ira- 
pellod by a generous love of distinction, and rightly 
judging that, in the ordinary paths of literature, to 
acquire fame he must penetrate further and persevere 
longer than suited the reach of his understanding or 
his powers of application, he struck out at once into, 
those roads where few were disposed to follow him ;, 
and^ living common minds to grapple with common, 
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difficulties, set out upon those great and gigantic 
pursuits, only to embark in which is greater glory 
than to carry a common undertaking to its accom- 
plishment.' These last words suited y^ry much the 
complexion of my mind ; and I had hegun to feel a 
predilection for this gallant course of study, when 
my friend proceeded thus to undeceiye me, by finish- 
ing his portrait. 

" ' It is with learning,' continued he, ' as it is with 
travelling. We are tired of accounts of Italy and 
Greece, and look with much greater admiration on 
him who tells us he has killed a lion or a lynx in 
Africa, or feasted with Kamtschadales on the fat of 
dogs, than on one who brings back from classic 
regions fresh accessions to the literature of his coun- 
try, and a taste inspired by the chastest models of 
Athens and of Rome. The same gaping principle of 
ignorant wonder leads us to contemplate with awe 
the merest smattering in Hebrew, Arabic, or the 
Gothic languages of Northern Europe; while the 
Greek and Latin will scarcely push our fkme beyond 
the walls of the university, or raise our fortunes 
above a Welch curacy. The learned gentleman in 
question knew very well how to avail himself of this 
propensity of the species towards the uncommon 
rather than the useful ; and at the same time that he 
suffered no pursuits but what were extraordinary to 
engage him, he took care to lose no time by proceed- 
ing a step fiirther in any one of these pursuits than 
was necessary to impose upon mankind. Thus he is 
generally understood to be consummate in the Coptic 
and Chaldee, and is supposed at this moment to be 
Very busy with the Turkish and Tartarian ; though 
^ is w«ll known to us who are in the secret, he 
vould be puzzled to ask his way in any place out of 
^ majesty's three kingdoms. He has always^ 
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however^ a kind of Lingua Franca ready at command, 
with which he assists certain authors of our fraternity, 
who imdertake to elucidate ancient customs and man^ 
ners by the help of the analogies of language ; like^ 
wise those who endeavour to account for the first 
peopling of countries by verbal coincidences ; and 
all those travellers who describe more than they 
have seen. As all this, however, was playing a very 
deep game, and as one or two ventures had been 
a little unlucky for him, he determined to make 
haste to profit by his reputation ; and about two 
months ago espoused the daughter of a capital grocer, 
whose heart he had gained by interpreting the 
Chinese characters on a chest of Souchong. I am 
informed, however, that the grocer's daughter is a 
match for him with only one language, and will 
fairly out-talk him at the end of a long day.' The 
disgust which this picture excited in my mind was 
sufficiently explained in my looks; and my in- 
structor waited for no other answer, but thus pro- 
ceeded — 

" 'Another of my intimate acquaintance supports 
a very high degree of credit at a much cheaper rate, 
and is thought to have made the best bargain with 
fame of any of our fraternity. His great talent lies 
in the art of preserving a most politic and pregnant 
silence. In exchange, however, he is profuse ki 
nods, bows, smiles, contortions of feature, and shaken 
of the head. He is supposed to be very profound in 
the mathematics ; and as this is not a verbose spe- 
cies of knowledge, and cannot easily be displayed in 
conversation, the world is content without any other 
proofs than the testimonies afforded by those who 
are interested in propagating the belief of his 
abilities. 

'As the nods and gesticulations of this man 
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have a sort of oracular equivocality, every one sup- 
poses the decision in his own favour. He is there- 
fore an acceptable guest at a great many good tables; 
and as his particular employment is tnought to im- 
part great force to the judgement, every one is prou<] 
of his acquiescence, and regards it as an omen of 
victory in whatever dispute he happens to be en- 
gaged. Thus he not only dines every day for 
nothing, but with less interruption than any of the 
company. Suspect me not, sir, of insinuating that 
your abilities are so low in themselves as to need 
either pretence or disguise ; but, believe me, what- 
ever they are, the fame of them may be prodigiously 
enhanced by this negative chicane, if coMncted 
with address.' 

'' I replied, that silence was not ill accommodated 
to my talents or turn of mind ; but that I was so un- 
practised in imposition, that I despaired of succeed- 
ing, even where my only task was to hold my 
tongue. This was not enough to discourage my 
friend from proceeding with his list, after haying 
assured me that these were the prejudices of a greei 
author, whom the logic of hunger had opt taught to 
conclude, that the world must, after all, be treated 
in its own way. 

" ' Voltaire says of Gassendt, It avoit nioins de rf* 
putation que Descartes, paree qy^l iioiiplus raisoima" 
bte ; and the truth of this remark was well under- 
stood by a young gentleman of my acquaintance, 
who, being determined to raise a reputation on a 
very slender foundation^ saw no way m> good, of con- 
ciliating the praise of mankind, as by contradicting 
them as roundly as possible. Oh whatever sobjeci 
this gentleman's thoughts are exercised, he is sure ttr 
Mrn up something that nobody has dreamed of he- 
ore; and where he cannot persuade by the inge- 
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nuity of his argument, he never fails to surprise by 
the hardiness of his assertions. He aETects in every 
thing a gout detravers; and the zeal of opposition 
has carried him to an incredible pitch of absurdity 
in the points of dress and deportment. To avoid 
the imputation of thinking like other men, he stops 
at no profanation in principle, or solecism in taste. 
He copimends Dr. P y for his religious argu- 
ments, as much as he condemns his pnilosophical 
researches ; and is much offended at the preference 
bestowed on the theories of Newton above those 
of Descartes and Bulfon. He pretends to great 
depth in the occult , sciences, and praises them 
chiefly for the certainty they afford, and their supe« 
rior precision to the deductions of mathematics. 
He accordingly aflects to be greatly enamoured of 
the sciences of physiognomy, demonology, and 
astrology^ wl^ere it is not easy to dispute the ground 
with him, aiul where ignorance finds a refuge from 
the weapons of logic, and escapes like the cuttle-fish 
by muddying the stream through which it glides. 
By these means, this gentleman has succeeded in 
raising a curiosity about his productions, which pre- 
pares them an universal reception, and has turned 
them very much to his profit. He is now engaged 
in writing an apology for polytheism, with a hymn 
to Jupiter Olympus, who, it is supposed, will reward 
him by descending again in a shower of gold. 

" ' Another knight of this our venerable order ha« 
adopted a plan of proceeding remarkable for the in- 
genuity of its conception, no less than the ease and 
certainty of its execution. He observed, that the 
general did not f\ght like the soldier, and yet en- 
grossed all the honour of the day ; and that the 
master-mafon, and the owner of the mill, and not 
those who actually performed the labour^ were tY^ 
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principal gaineft in their several crafts. It was his 
nmbition to introduce a like disposition of things 
into the provinces of literature^ and to bring it under 
those laws of exchange and profit, to which all 
^in^ should bend in a commercial country. To 
get his work done cheaply, it was his first care to 
search out obscure wits, whom the urgency of their 
affairs rendered happy to find any market for theii 
labours ; youthful geniuses, who knew not as yet the 
value of their productions, or those timid spirits, who, 
not daring to execute their own conceptions, re« 
<iuire a task-master to prompt their efiforts and ac** 
credit their productions. The success which has at- 
tended this gentleman's career has been equal to the 
dexterity of his conduct ; while the real founder of 
his prosperity has often, like the lamp to which 
Anaxagoras compared himself, been on the eve of 
perishing for want of oil. 

'* ' As he is not miaware of the disproportion that 
would manifest itself between his discourse and his 
publications, he maintains an inflexible taciturnity 
on every question which might hazard the credit of 
his understanding; and, by a master-piece of ad- 
dress, has imposed this political conduQt upon th« 
world for the natural result of a simple and unambi- 
tious mind. A negligence of dress and deportment, 
and a general nonchalance of behaviour, contribute 
not a little to favour the imposture; for when we 
once are become enthusiasts in behalf of a man's 
virtues or abilities, his character rather casts lustre 
upon his foibles, than his foibles reproach upon his 
character; and we accept the excuse which Miltoa 
has suggested in the following passage — Mens quasi 
grandior facta in tantis corporis angustiis diffiadter 
ugitans se, minus habilis est ad exquisitiores saluta^ 
tionum nesticulationesJ 
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*' You arc surprised, perhaps,** said Eugenio, 
" that I remember so well the greatest part of this 
lecture ; but the truth is, that it interested me in a 
more than common degree, and occupied my thoughts 
night and day for some time after ; not to mention 
some memorandums which I made on my return to 
my chamber. I could not help remarking, however, 
at the time,'* continued Eugenio, " that it was a little 
•extraordinary for a gentleman who had given proofs, 
in the course of the conversation, of respectable abi- 
lities, to mix in so low a conspiracy, and demean 
himself by the adoption of such illiberal arts. ' It 
is true,* he replied, ' I am not so destitute of real 
claims as some of those to whose characters I have 
introduced you; but as I viras full as destitute of 
money, I considered that the returns would be too 
slow for my necessities if I employed my talents in 
the service of mankind. Men do not read, out of 
gratitude towards the author, but from interest in his 
work : they speak well of a man, if they speak of 
him at all, who writes for their improvement ; but 
they do not read his book the more on that account. 
We must consult, therefore, the methods by which 
this interest is to be excited ; and as men are more 
alive to abuse than they are to kindness, an author 
will do well to practise upon them in this rough 
manner, if he hope to draw advantage out of them. I 
will frankly own to you, I bring rather too much 
feeling and nicety into the business for the particular 
department of authorship which I have chosen, and 
do not entirely possess those rigid nerves, those 
cornea Jihra, which are so necessary to form the 
great man. The gentleman under whom I have 
studied in this school of scurrility, is happy in a most 
classical obduracy of mind. He includes in his 
black list the innocent, the generous, the dignifiedj^ 
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and the brave ; and, to pay his lod^ngs for a mooth, 
nil! hang them aJI up together is a string of doggrel 
rhymes. 

" ' Our time,' continued he, ' will not permit me 
to go more at length into my present subject : indeed 
you give me but BmatI eocoura^ement to pvocecd, a» 
1 see in you little or no disfi^ition to become one 
among our worthies. Beliere me, however, on the 
credit of no mean experience, that neither learning 
nor talents will avail where address and manageioent 
are wanting. Whatever is the subject of much 
competition, will necessarily accumulate round itself 
much deception and imposture; it is the nature of all 
human things ; and while every one is practising his 
Brts about him, he imposes upon himself egregiously 
bo dreams of gaining his dues from mankind with- 
it some degree of imposition on his owo part. All 
e world are so exalted on stilts, that a giant be- 
>mes a dwarf without them. A part of your youth, 
well as my own, has been spent in the groves of 
le Academy ; but your habits of seclusion were 
ich, as to let you but little into the history of the 
tferent characters around you. Had your obaerva- 
>n been greater, you would have aeea that not even 
e Muses seat was secure from these sort of profa- 
itions, and that the hallowed river, even at its 
urce, is not entirely pure from stains and corrup- 
jns. You have there, as every where, a great deal 
' afiectation without learning, and but Uttle learning 
ithout affectation. 

" ' I used to see with sorrow, for I once had a pa- 
rotic love of literature, men of real erudition, by 
riving to appear more IciMwmg than they were, 
id to draw more than their share of attention, 
itrage the dignity of their talents, by contracting a 
^toi^oQ of manner, which, while it has scandalisedL 
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plain men, has passed with their juvenile admirers 
for the genuine characteristic of genius, and the 
eccentric produce of uncommon ability. You have 
there the loose-stocking hero, who claims to be an 
extraordinary wit, by neglecting the ordinary duties 
and decencies of life, and who gains additional admi- 
ration by a beggarly indecorum of dress and deport-* 
ment. fhere are some who find thei{ account in the 
afifectation of roughness and inurbanity of behaviour; 
some enhance their credit by stanmiering; some 
squint themselves into reputation ; and some manage 
to raise a literary on the ruins of their moral fame. 
IV^any impose by silence, many by volubility of 
tongue ; some by an habitual sneer, and others by an 
unremitting frown. So true is the remark of Roche- 
foucault, // y a certains d^auts qui hien mis en csuvre 
brill^t plus que la vertu mime, 

" i There are a body of authors, of whom I have 
not vet taken notice, oecause they are viewed by 
our fraternity with that kind of jealousy and indigna- 
tion wjth which the poorer sort regard the inventors 
of thoi^ machines which are calculated to abridge 
employment — I mean the literary manufacturers. 
Late years have brought their engines to great per- 
fection ; insomuch that a good workman, if furnished 
with the raw materials from a rhyming dictionary, 
may compose two or three hundred lines a day. 
Scii tef^dere versum — non secus ac si oculo rubricam di^ 
rigat uno. It is curious to enter the apartment of 
one of these mechanical poets, and view it strewed 
with l^eaps of half-lines from Pope, Dryden, &c 
which are joined together in a moment, like conjura- 
tion, with casuras between them to keep the peace, 
that never fail to fall, like smiths' hammers, exactly 
in the same place.' 

*' Here my kind instructor again consulted his 
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watch; and findins it timetod^mt, took an oblig- 
ing leave of me, with a premise of aaristauce and ad- 
vice upon all occasioDs. I turned myself homewards, 
with a bosom dismantled of all its towering; hope*, 
and abandoned to disappointment and lemone, it« 



tisual assailants." 
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Vfrgnawm cagila, VirgtnvaK Mfo, VirgiimmjtM vana anagiaiiia, 

TtceBiibut liBBtn, aulio, oJInfuor, ItMO, FLIM. Efut. 

i contemplate Eugenia, I lee Eogeoioi in nr Taip bat rWid 

iauginatiun, 1 bear, 1 hold, I coavene with EugcQio, 

" Mr mind," continued Eugenio, " which befbro 
this conversation had already begun to despond, felt 
the fall force of its disquietude return at these un> 
welcome instractions. I viewed the scene which my 
friend had presented to me, as a wide and desolated 
fiirest, in which all the straight and towering timber, 
the venerable pride of the place, bad fallen, and none 
but a kind of literary pollards remained, sending 
from their penurious tops a paltry growth of little 
branches, snort in their duration, feeble in their tes- 
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" Aa tbe proeresa of my indiipoiition was very 
gradual, I attended but littfe to its first approaches, 
till at length it attacked me with such rioleoce, that 
I was one morning unable to rise from my bed, after 
& night of paioml application. My fever, which 
was of a nervous kind, entrenched so much upon my 
understanding, that I became totally useless to my 
employer ; and, for tbe three weeks following, my 
life was considered as in imminent danger. My em- 
ployer, who saw his chance of compensation lessen- 
ing in proportion to the length and danger of my 
disorder, grew proportionably less solicitous about 
iny treatment ; and I was turned over to an apothe- 
cary and an old woman, who, between them, were 
conducting me very &st to my dissotutton. At the 
end of fourteen days my senses had almost abandon- 
ed me, and I become pretty much unconscious of 
what was passing around me. This dereliction of 
mind lasted but a short time ; and my surprise was 
not little, when 1 regained my iacnilaes, to find a 
very uOicious attendance at my bedside, and every 
convenience and solace which my situation required; 
I was now visited by a physician, whose methods 
of treatment succeeded beyond expectation; and 
in a few days I felt myself much advanced in- my; 
recovery. 

" As soon as my thoughts began to return to the- 
objects of this existence, afler having been some time 
absorbed in the contemplation of another, my pride, 
my gratitude, and my curiosity, wvre all interested, 
in discovering the humane quarter whencs these si- 
lent benefits had flowed. I could collect nothing,, 
however, towards the explanation of this mvstery, 
from any body that attended me, though 1 could ob- 
serve that my kind host aAected an air of conscious^ 
ness, as if he wished tbe suspicion to fall upon liim-^^ 
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self. I was now, however, too well read in mankind 
to be the dupe of such a finesse ; and as my blind 
aenslbilities had no where else to fasten, I felt myself 
strongly disposed to see in my physician my only 
friend and benefactor. This persuasion operated so 
strongly upon my feelings, that I could not forbear 
seising an opportunity of confessing my suspicions 
to him, and entreating him, if they were erroneoiis, 
to draw aside the veil that hid from me to whom 
those unappropriated feelings belonged, which so 
agitated my bosom. 

" This gentleman, it so happened, had too bo^ 
nourable a mind to give a tacit encouragentent to a 
belief which conferred upon him the credit of an 
action unowned by the delicacy of its real author. 
He assured me he had oo claim to my acknowledge- 
ments, except as the agent of another, whose silent 
charities stole abroad like dews iinder the shade of 
night, and who had laid upon him such injmiciiansof 
secrecy, a.'' he could not in honour disregard, how- 
ever painful it was to be dumb on such an occasion. 
] was constrained, therefore, to suffer the mystery 
to remain, after my thoughts wf.re fatigued by a 
thousand vain eilbrts to find some clue for its detec- 
tion. I am truly ashamed to confess, that at that 
time pride had as IsK'ge a share in the disappomt- 
ment aa gratitude ; and 1 felt myself shocked at the 
consideration that I had owed my preservation to 
any hands but mp ou-n. But how me^i*and unman- 
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thonts whereas Bcience rarely builds her lust. The 
▼ery name of a book nused painfii) ideasin my miBd^ 
and my intellect not hnviflg yet recovered its origi- 
nal lone. I forbore to push it beyond ita strength, 
for fear of occasioning a relapse. In the meantime, 
the care that was taken of me, and the assiduity with 
whirh I was attended, kept me still in an anxious 
perplexity in respect to the source of these huraani- 
tiea. One day, aa I was leaning out of my window 
for the sake of the air, a lady walked out of the shop 
below, and, having proceeded a few steps, was stop- 
ped by an elderly gentleman, who engaged her in 
conversation exactly under me, and whom I soon 
perceived to be the physician by whom J had been 
attended. Though the circumstances of this meet- 
ing were sufficient to rouse all my curiosity, yet a 
feelinft of common delicacy was forcing me to re- 
treat, when I heard my name pronounced by a voice 
that seemed to sy'hipathtse with my sufferings, and 
which was surely the sweetest that ever came from 
the lips of woman. I could no longer resist; and, 
listenmg attentively, I distinguished the following 
■entence, pronounced by the same lips from which 
inyname had issued— 7' Well, air,a8 you tell me he is 
ft young man of merit, I am doubly happy in having 
Contributed to restore him to his friends and to so- 
ciety.' What followed was in so low a tone of 
voice, that I could hear nothing that was said. As 
she took leave, however, of the doctor, she acciden- 
tally cast a look at the window where I was. I 
tiiought her concern in my recovery made her re- 
gard me with an unusual attention ; and her beauty 
was such as to rivet mine, in spite of my shame an4 
my pride. The eloquence of her large blue eyes, 
and a complacent sympathy in her expression that 
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charity : for, be assured, that such benevolence, so 
set on, can be contemplated by none with impunity. 
I regard myself, indeed, as safe, in an adoration' 
which excludes passion, and an ame that checks pre- 
sumption ; safe in the habit of considering myself as 
too much the outcast of Fortune to cherish any views 
towards your delightful sex. Thus fortified by my 
insignificancy, I dare ask to be permitted to pour 
M your feet the etTusions of the moat grateful 
of hearts; to meet again those gentle looks; and 
kiss, were it not too high a favour, the hand that 
has raised me from the bed of sickness and sor- 



" Three or four days of anxious expectation suc- 
ceeded, without any notice being taken of my letter. 
During this interval, ray mind was a prey to the 
most tormenting doubts: in a word, I felt like a 

Eroud roan that f«ars he has been officious. At 
mgth, however, I received a note from my benefac- 
tress, desiring rae to be in the Park at a certain hour 
on the following day — a day which 1 could wish to 
forget for ever, as the date of that melancholy witli 
which my mind has ever since been overcast, and, 
what is infinitely more lamentable, of the remediless 
decay of the greatest mind that ever inhabited a fe- 
male form, and of the fairest form that ever doubled 
the charms of an accomplished mind. Alas, sir ! 
bow shall I describe to you my sensations — I may 
Bay sufierings — when I saw her coming towards me 
at the place appointed ! My knees tottered under 
me, as if they carried an unusual weight, and I was 
ready to tumble at every step ; till at length my 
feelings overcame my strength, and I fairly sunk 
down upon a bench in a most unmanly trepidation. 
She approached me as 1 sat, and teemed an ang<I 
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charged Witli some gracious messige. At length I 
aummoned my fortitude, anil advanced, trembTin|^ 
towards ber. She stretched out her fair hand t« me* 
with a frankness that enchanted me, and &ive me at 
the same time that confidence of which I stood so 
much in need. It is impossible to detail the conTer- 
sation which passed ; it was such as raised my ad- 
miration at her understanding, as much as it bad 
already been raised by her sweetness and generoutv 
of mind. She left me, with an injunction to call 
upon her the next morning — an appointment I was 
punctual in observing. 1 found her in her study, 
with a book before her, in which she seemed to be 
making memorandums of her bounties, while the 
angel was registering them in heaven. As I ap- 
])roached her, she took off her large mellow eves, yet 
glistening with the dews of charity, and fixed on me 
such an alfectionate regard, that tnat moment repaid 
me for all the pains 1 had hiiherto endured. 

" ' This, sir, said she, bidding me sit down by her 
side, ' is the way in which I amuse myself during 
the absence of mv husband. I have more money 
than I can spend upon myself, by reason of the 
little satisfaction I receive in the pleasures which 
money can purchase. You perctive, therefore, that 
I can -appropriate to myself but little credit for these 
bounties, as the sacrifice they demand from me is 
so Hnall. My compassion too you may perhaps 
consider as of a contracted sort; for I confess to 
you, that the calls of loud and clamorous misfortune 
do but little excite it — the shallowest streams murmur 
most in tbeir course. I am in the habit of searching 
only for that peculiar wretchedness which courts 
conce^ment, and flows in a deep and silent channel 
through the vale of misery. The fruit of this em- 
ployment haa been a constant serenity and chcerfiit- 



x* 49; LflOKER-oM. 235 

a miserable pollard, in the midst of the heath. He 
accosted me in the German; but upon my answer- 
ing in English, he told me, in my own language, that . 
he was a Hanoverian captain, who }iad been cbm- 

gelled to fly with his troop, after receiving a wound 
'om a musketrshot in the shoulder. He then in- 
Tited me to accompany him to a light, which he 
distinguished at about a mile distance. I assured 
him, however, that I was unable to proceed any fur- 
ther, and, wishing he might repose that night in a 
safe asylum, desired to be left where I was to finish, 
my existence. This humane person, however, per- 
snaded me, after many entreaties, to suffer myself to 
be raised on his horse, which carried us to the house 
where the light had been perceived. 

" As soon as I was taken off the horse, I became 
insensible, through weakness, and was carried faint- 
ing to bed. It was morning before I came to the 
possession of my faculties, when I saw my compa- 
nion and preserver sitting by my bed-side, and ex- 
pressing m his looks the tendei'est concern for my 
situation. My wounds had been dressed, and I was 
every way so much recovered as to be able to con- 
verse with htm, which as siion as he perceived, he 
took me by the hand, and addressed me thus ; — ' Let 
it support you, my dear sir, to be assured that you 
are here under the kindest and most hospitable roof 
that the sun shines upon ; and the people to whom 
we are indebted tor such a seasonable relief, are some ' 
of the best, if not the wealthiest, on earth. But if 
vou, sir, h.ive reason to rejoice, how supremely 
liappy ought I to consider myself, not because my 
life has been preserved, for that is of no high price, 
bnt because in this place I have recovered that for 
which I most should wish to live — the best and mosi 
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my dear benetactrew, with the aciditirauJ sorrow 
iiupii^d by the reflection, that, m saving me, she lost 
herself, and that my very existence is implicated in, 
the destruction of the fairest and best of women. 

" In such circumstances, sir, what are my hopes of 
lutppinesB on this side of the grave i My very life if 
a repr^oach to me ; and with my breath I draw in an 
accumulation of that debt which is poorly paid in 
sighs to her memory. By the decay of her mind^ 
suppose not that I mean uiy vitiation of sentiment, 
or impoverishment of principle, much less any stain 
upon that virtue which passed immaculate with, bet 
to the grave, and was pure enough for an angel lo 
own, after all that was mortal about her had perish' 
ed. But such were the eSects, of her fatal passioii> 
that I was doomed to see all her ener^es of soul — 
even her alacrity in the service of humanity, droop; 
her spirits languish; and the sceptre drop from that 
mind, where reason and contpasaion had reigned to- 
gether. Alas! sir, do tell me, howlshallevertlis- 
charge such a debt as this, unless by dying a martyr, 
like her, which is surely an improbable event, tp the 
merciless efiects of a fruitless passion. 

" 1 shall spare both myself and you, by avoidini; 
a detail of this unhappy attachment, which, taking 
j^ace in a mind too unsuspicious of its growth, and 
too innocent to regard itself with distrust, attained 
insensibly to such strength, that no force could with- 
stand it, or even moderate its violence. It lay a Img 
time concealed in the deep sanctuary of her boeom, 
^ill an event happened, which drew aside the vei), 
iDd displayed the secret ruin that passion, bad 
wrought. We were one day on the road at a late 
Our, when two highwaymen stopped the carriage; 
le of whom putting his pistol brutally to the cheek 
' my companion, I was unabtft to restran mf in.- 
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d^aV^n, %ml wresting !t with violence from his 
hand, brought him to the ground with the butt end. 
At the same moment a bullet from the other grazed 
'my temple, whom however I managed to treat as I 
had done his comrade, and in the end secured them 
l>oth. 

" (hi my retnrn to the carriage, 1 found the deat 
lady so ill, that it was necessary to atop at the next 
inn we cune to for rest and refreshment. Her gentle 
spirits had been so agitated daring the encounter, 
that she was some time in recovering her faculties. 
In her detiriom, she insisted that I was shot through 
the heart, and held her handkerchief to my breast to 
Mop the blood which her disordered fancy represent- 
ed as flowing in torrents. As her reason at this mo. 
ment had deserted its post, her passion had nothing 
tA oppose it. From time to time she flung her arms 
ronnd my neck, and imprinted kisses on niy cheek ; 
then recovering herself, put her handkerchief agmn 
to my supposed wound, and cast her eyes up toheaveot 
streaming with tears. It is my firm persuasion, how- 
ever, that not one thought which saints might bluth 
to acknowledge, found its way into that spotless mind; 
^md I n^ay safely say, that these blandishments had 
no Jther eff^t upon me, than to distract my soul 
with the cruolest presages. In the state in which she 
was, it was necet^sary to rest at the inn ; and, as her 
servant informed me, she did nothing but talk in her 
sleep of Eugenie all the night long, and call for 
fresh handkerchiefs to stop his bleeding wound. 
Alas! sir, I am almost tempted to wish that it had 
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of battles ia which I have since been eugaged, re- 
'leased me from my melaachaly existeace ! 

" The next moruing this best of women had reco- 
vered her usual serenity, and fortunately retained but 
a faint recollection of the trensactioas of the preced- 
ing eTening. From this moment I marked the gra- 
dual waste of ber spirits and understanding : but the 
expression of humanity had given her unperishing 
graces; and though in a few months notiiing was 
left but the fibadow of that beauty which was made 
to rob princes of their rest, yet enougb of her native 
loveliness reqiained to manifest that it was a decay 
without degeneracy, and that her virtue, though in- 
active for a while, was waiting in dormant suspense 
the summons to a more suitable existence. Mean- 
while tbe breath of scandal, which tainted her repu- 
tation, gave her not a minute's sorrow ; and she re- 
pined for their own aakes, at the malignities of her 
sex. Confusion to that outrageous virtue, that can 
feast, like savages, on the very blood of the fellen! 
As to myself, it has ever been my opinion, that want 
of charity is the greatest heresy, and that ^e infirmi- 
ties of the sex are above their severities." 
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Tolve I'los Jialiar labom 
Jmpitne, IjtUij carptre timdat 
Oblioionri. 

Ab '. never shall thy modest btne 
In silence sink wlUiout a oainei 
While I can write, while 1 can fee!, 
Tbetomb shell not thy worth conceal; 
Kor ehall the livid hand of death 
Steal, unrereng'd, thy gentle breath. 

« As soon," continued Eugenio, " as my eyes were 
opened U> the fiill extent of the danger into which we 
bad incautiously plunged ourselves, Iw^s determined 
to exert every power that was left me, to avert the 
malevolence of our stars. As I had just received 
from borne a bad account of my mother's health, I 
embraced this occasion of making a visit to my pa- 
rents. I shall not speedily forget the sensations ^,11 
vith which my bosom was filled, upon my father's J:l 
observing the many new lines which marked a new ■.[,■ 
history in my countenance. In truth, he saw enough j^ 
ia my manner and deportment to convince him, that 
the brilliant career, in the prospect of which bis ima- 
gination had indulged, had not yet been entered 
upon. In the mean time, sorrows yfcre coming fast 
upon me from another quarter. The following letter 
was the last I ever received from that hand which 
t^es misery no more from its bed of sickness, but 
u3 
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w^ts in the grave till it is called up to receive a 
recompence above, for its unrewarded charities on 
earth. 

" ' Let not my best of friends feel a moment's sad- 
ness on my account. All my suffering is over; 
there is now no struggle, no conflict ia my bosom. 
My spirits are suddenly become wonderfully tran- 
quil — and 1 know not how: 1 do not even lament 
my situation^and I know not why : it is not cer- 
tainly because any new prospects within the barrier 
nf the grave are opening themselves to my mind. 
One thing however, my dear youth, I feel it neces- 
sary toiTisist upon, for our mutual repose — and thai 
is, that we meet no more in this mortal slate. May 
your passage through life be as smooth as my depar- 
ture out of it ! and let your sorrow for me be solaced 
in the reflection, that 1 am snatched from no enjoy- 
ments for which 1 could wish to remain ; and that as 
to thy society, which is a pleasure indeed, I am 
going to the only place where I can have that with 
innocence and irreproach. Fare thee well ! ' 

" You must, no doubt, sir, feel it time to have your 
attention diverted from this dismal picture — but to 
what objects more cheerful can I direct it ? In my 
short acquaintance with life, 1 have met with no- 
thing that ha? raised in me much enjoyment. If I 
succeed in rendering myself, by the aid of a religious 
philosophy, independent of what used to raise pain in 
my bosom, 1 shall think that 1 have pretty well filled 
ip the measure of my allotment here. Birth, nature, 
nd education, as you perceive, all marked me out for 
man of melancholy. Our minds are a kind of mu- 
icftl instruments, in which there is something in the 
uality of their sounds that originally adapts thaa. 
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to grave or merry airs, and which, if you strain them 
from iheir native bias, will often tnro grief into bur- 
lesque, and falsify merriment with involuntary 
touches of sorrow. 

" I had been about a fortnight at home, when a 
young gentleman took a lodging at a quarter of a mile 
distance from our cottage, in order to pursue the di- 
version of shooting, an exercise in which he took 
great delight, and for which the country about us has 
been much celebrated. It happened, that in two or 
three days after his arrival, in his search after ^ame, 
accident brought him within our little terntory. 
Our family was assembled together in an arbour at 
the end of the orchard, where my sister was reading 
to us, when this young gentleman came close up ta 
the place where we were sitting. As soon as he per- 
ceived us, he seemed a little surprised; but, recover- 
ing himself, approached my father with an ait of 
polite concern, and expressed himself sorrj' for the 
interruption his frequent firing must have occasioned 
us. He then put the game which he had killed into 
his servant's hands, and begged to be permitted to 
send theni to our house. 

" My father, with whom it was a point of honour 
never to be out-done in good-natured offices, insisted 
so much on his walking home with us, and partaking 
of some refreshment, that he could not help accept- 
ing his invitation. I thought, as . he walked beside 
my moUicr, I never saw a manlier figure than that of 
the young stranger. His limbs were large, but not 
ponderous, and adjusted to the nicest proportions. A 
complacency and sweetness of countenance mingled 
itself with a boldness of expression, that bespoke 
him at once brave and compassionate. His forehead 
and all his features were large, without being coarse : 
his nose aquiline ; his eyes hazel, and full of fire ; 
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h!s month wide, but set welt in its place, and fnll of 
intelligence when he smiled. His manners were per- 
fectly open and assared ; hi* confidence seemed to 
spring from good intention, and his vivacity from 
good-nature J while his sense prevented this good 
intention from being mistaken, and his sensibilitjr 
his good -nature from becoming tame and anint&- 
resting. 

" nis accidental introduction naturally led to a 
fiirther intimacy ; 'and in the course of a month, my 
fether began to be extremely fond of the yontb, 
whose name was Laurens. 1 wish indeed that my 
fether had been the only one of the family on whom 
this young man's attractions bad made any impres- 
sion : the truth is, they had bewitched the whole 
house. My mother was enthusiastic in his praise; 
but the effects of those attractions on the tender bo- 
som of my sister have been fatal to her health and 
her peace, in triith, my poor Sopby is a girl whom 
few can b«hold wilhout interest: — to that interest 
her subsequent sorrows have added what they hare 
t^en from the splendor of her charms. There 
never was a bodily machine so nicely formed to ex- 
press the movements of a delicate mind, as that 
which Sophia possesses. An exquisite slendemess 
of shape, a f^ry lightness of carriage, a subtle ele- 
gance, that steals into every act and gesture, and yet 
eludes detection ; a pervasive beauty, without name, 
description, or place, bat in the heart of the beholder; 
consnire to Eiive her the air of the heroine of a ro- 
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of reading that uaaally took place amongst us, had 
not failed to give a certain colouring to my sister's 
cbarjcter. With a sensibility beyond example, she 
could not hear the perpetual eulogy of brave actions, 
and the constant expression of gallant feelings, with- 
out becoming a little of the enthusiast in her bncies, 
and falling into some aberrations of sentiment. How 
often, when both of us were children, has she sat 
whole hours to hear me, with extravagant delight, 
describe the different sieges in which my father ha« 
been concerned ; building up my fortifications of 
mahogany, and converting whatever I could wield 
into bombs and mortars ! Yet, mixed up with this 
ardour of mind, there jras a severe sense of shame, 
which restrained it within its due limits, and in the 
 end, indeed, turned it inwardly upon itself, when the 
anxiety of her situation made it operate too strongly 
to be moderated or subdued. ^ ; 

" A person so elegantly constituted, witb an eye of/ 
anarchy, that refused the controut of her modesty ; a 
soul on fire, that maintained an endless struggle with I 
her prudence j a body trembling to every movement j 
of the mind ; could not fail of touching the heart .of, 
a young man whose countenance bespoke him noi' 
stranger to the softer passions, aiiy more than theyii 
could save a young woman from the attractions ofa 
youth decorated with the choicest gifts of natucej,an_d,'' 
glittering with all the polish of cultivati oii. J There, 
never surely was a truer model of a lover and a gen- 
tleman, than that which was displayed by this young 
stranger. His attentions were so delicate, his assi- 
duity so tender, and his whole deportment so manly, 
open, and engaging, that Sophy could not conceal 
her approbation, and a very little time was sufficient 
to ripen this sentiment into love; and love indeed it 
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ioipired, and of which prinocs night enry the 
object. 

" I speak, sir, in these terms of eulogy of my poor 
sister, because she ia uatbrtuaate ; for there ia in mis- 
fortune something that challenges all the praise which 
is its due, and that praise which at other times it 
might be indelicate to bestow. Their intercourse 
was now arrired at such a. state of maturity, that it 
was thought time to declare themselves to my father 
and mother — a service which Mr. Laurens perform- 
ed with every appearance of honour and sincerity. 
Yet it was a circumstance not a little surprbing, that 
when we requested to be informed on the subject of 
his family connections, he begged to be excused 
fi»m complying with this demand, reasonable as it 
was, as be luid powerful motives for conC(.>alin£! them 
at present, which he was sure our kiitil o^iintoD of 
him would not suffer us to imagine to be sjich ■■'^ i.r- 
Was ashamed to avow. My sister was so satishm in' 
his honour, and our prejudices were so strong in lits 
favour, that we could not suspect him of diBingenuous 
reasons for keeping fi-om us this essential part of his 
history. My mother, indeed, watched him from this 
time with gi«ater caution ; but the more he was ob- 
served, the more amiable be appeared; and nothing 
could equal the happiness he seemed to enjoy in So 
phia's company, but the respect and delicacy of hii 
carriage towards her. Things were in this state at 
our little cottage in the country, when the po^ 
brought me the following letter trom London. 

" 'Sir, 

'"No man rivals me in the auctions of my 
wife with impunity; and he who has so done, and 
refuses to give me salisfactioD with his sword, is > 
coward as well ai a Titlsun. How far you haw 
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gone with Mrs. — ^ I do not trouble myself with 
inquiring: it is enough for me that you have, some- 
how or other, robbed her of her peace and her health. 
Thai love is a poison, I never was so convinced as 
now; for no serpent's juice sould more efiectually 
have destroyed the lady whom you have chosen for 
the object of your mischievous passion. If you hare 
any of the feelings of a gentleman, you will not re- 

fiise to meet me at Coffee-house, on Monday, 

at twelve o'clock) to fix the time, place, and manner, 
in which we sliall settle our ditlerence/ 

" As every thing in this life has its consolation, 

BO is despair itself AOt without it, in its privilege of 
exemption from fear. 1 felt at that moment so little 
interested by any thing that this existence could 

Siromise me, that I would have gladly quitted it to 
allow my benefactress. But another consideration 
startled me : my despair was bounded to the objects 
of this world, and 1 had still ever before my eyes the 
most awful fears for eternity. My late sickness, and 
subsequent sorrows, had deepened every religious 
impression which education had made on my mind; 
and my conscience was not now to be satisfied with 
the sophistry of the passions, and ,with ai^umenta 
drawn &om the unauthorised principles of a ficti- 
tious honour. But the misfortune is, that where con- 
science is unsatished, she cannot always enforce her 
claims ; and so unripe al this period was my philo- 
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" I was at the cof&e-house which had beeo named, 
&t the hour appointed. The husband of my bene- 
factress was there. He was a person of a gentle- 
manly figure, and mettlesome carriage, though there 
was Mme^ng of the plebeian cast in the tnm of bis 
features. Ilis eye was fiill of fire ; but it did not 
bum clear, as from the furnace of a fine understand- 
ing ; and his manner was precipitate, without the 
vivacity which results from a quickness of feeling 
and comprehension i) In short, he was not the man 
whom nature had intended for her whose bed he had 
filled, whose bed he had dishonoured, and for whom 
he was going to fight with her friend that bad done 
him no wrong. I found him much too obtuse for 
any arguments to enter his brain, or interest his sen- 
sibility, which humanity or religion could supply, 
against the crime we were going to commit : he an- 
swered them from the common-places of honour 
and character, and persisted in his first resolutions. 
It was decided that we should meet on the morrow 
evening, in a tield at the back of this gentleman's 
bouse, which was situated at one of the extremibes 
of the town. The whole of the preceding night I 
spent in a. moat un philosophical temper of mind : 
my spirits Huctuaied amidst a thousand hop«s and 
fears respecting that eternity 1 was probably going 
to experience. I cared not a great deal for what the 
sword could do to my body, but I shuddered at the 
damage it might do to my soul; and I trembled at 
the criminality of adbrding to a fellow-creature aa 
opportanity of committing murder. 

 It wax hv moon-lioht. in one of those eveninm 
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but my adversary had his surgeon and his s^ond. 
As I stood on the spot on which we were to engage, 
I cast my eyes sorrowfully towards the house, and 
beheld the window of the little study in which I first 
visited th^ unhappy subject of our quarrel. At that 
instant the shutters opened, the gleaming light of a 
taper appeared in the room; and in a moment after, 
the form of a female glided rapidly across the open- 
^ing. I had i[io time to give way to the horrors which 
rushed into my mind at this mournful sight; my 
adversary's sword was drawn, and any more delay 
would have lopked like fear. I drew mine also ; de- 
termined, however, to act only on the defensive, 
and, if possiblv, to disarm my enemy. This I waft 
able to effect without much difficulty, as fencing had 
been one of the favourite exercises of my youth. 

*' Near the spot where we fought, there was a 
grove of trees, among which the wind was making 
a mournful noise, while the leaves were whirling in 
eddies about us. My adversary's weapon lay on 
the ground, and I knew that, under our present cir- 
cumstances, my superior skill might not avail me if 
he recovered it. I relt, however, so overpowered by 
my situation, that I stood still while he stooped to 
take up his sword. At that moment I thought I 
heard a thick panting among the trees : — my mind 
misgave me, and my hand lost its vigour. In the 
mean time my adversary pressed on, and passed his 
weapon through my jiword-arm. Immediately a 
▼iolent shriek issued from the spot where the panting 
was heard ; and suddenly the form of her on whos« 
account my blood was flowing stood before us. The 
dear unhappy lady staggered into my arms, and 
could only pronounce my unfortunate name;. She 
was instantly conveyed home, and, as I afterward* 
learned, breathed her last in a few days after this 
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,and death, and yet so &r under tbe domkuon of an- 
(-ient habits, as to fetl a kind of mectuuiical love to 
the soldier's profession. Before I set out on thia 
new career, I had just time to take leave of my pa- 
rents ill the country, whom I (buad still eoamoured 
of the young stranger whose acquamtauce they bad 
just made when I was last at home." 



N° 49. SATURDAY. APKIL 2( 



Tnque, S laittiaime Conjux, 
filix morle tua, aeque in fame lervala (fo&mn. VIRGIL. 
And tbou, dear partner of hit toil, repoee. 
Blest ID thy death, nor ut'iI for weightier woes. 

" I HAT safely assert, that no soldier ever begaa'hw 
fortunes armed with greater intrepidity than i]iyself> 
though I confess that this intrepidity was borrowed 
rather from the desperation thui the ardour of my 
mind. The remains, however, of former impressions 
were still alive enough within me, to mount into 
■ome degree of enthusiaan, when surrounded by Ob- 
jects of enterprise and courage, and all the spirit' 
stirring apparatus of a moving army. There is some- 
thing too, in a common participation of danger, 
which by closer drawing the knot of amity, and 
^wakening the social and benevolent affections, gives 
to the spirits a sort of spring arkd hilarity which the 
happiest occasions cannot always inspire. 

" I shall not fatigue you with a history of ths 
cunpaigns in which 1 served, much less with a ge- 
jieraL account of this destructive vrar, in which *i> 
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•f veDgeance. But, howeyer it may be coiMtdered 
in the light of humanity, in a view to history the 
aacieat pracUce had considerably the advantage. 
Ttie indecisiveoess of battles, the formalities of en- 
counter, the multitude of fortified places that retard 
the course of victory, and the intricacy and multipli- 
city of views and negociations, render the detail, so 
dull and heavy, that, contradictorv as it may appear, 
the moat active parts of modern history are generally 
the least interestiug and eventful. By the rapidity 
of ancient battles, we are so hurried along, aa to lose 
the idea of their inhumanity and fatal effects: by 
the coldness and deliberation of modem warfare, we 
gain time to reflect on its deformity. By the sudden 
and mighty consequences of aninient victories, the 
attention is solemnly fixed on the progress and issue 
of every contest; but the balance of modem suc- 
cesses generally leaves the state of things little al- 
tered, after long and destmctive campaigns, and 
an unwearied perplexity of plot and negociation. 

" But I must beg your excuse for so unnecessary 
ft digression, for which, however, perhaps, you are 
to blame your own condescension, which, by in- 
spiring me with an unusual confidence, has opened 
at once all the channels of my bosom, I have gene- 
rally observed, that pensive and thinking minds, 
which have treasured up, through a long silence, an 
kccumulation of sentiments and inferences, no sooner 
are unlocked to the gentle calls of friendship, than 
all their contents are lavishly poured forth, and th» 
whole reservoir is emptied as from so many slaicea 
and flood-gates. 

" I need not tell you, that the campaign of 1757 
was not very glorious to the British arms. The first, 
considerable action in which I partook, was very in- 
auspicious. I cwried a pair of colours under th< 
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8 miserable pollard, in the midgt of the heath. He 
accosted me in the German ; but upon my answer- 
ing in English, he told me, in my own language, that . 
he was a Hanoverian captain, who Jiad been com- 
pelled to fly with his troop, after receiving a wound 
from a muaket-shot in the shoulder. He then in- 
vited me to accompany him to a light, which he 
distinguished at about a mile distance. I assured 
him, however, that i was nnable lo proceed any fur- 
ther, and, wishing he might repose that night in a 
safe asylum, desired to be left where I was to finish 
my existence. This humane person, however, per- 
snaded me, after many entreaties, to suffer myself to 
be raised on his horse, which carried us to the house 
where the light had been perceived. 

" As soon as I was taken off the horse, I became 
insensible, through weakness, and was carried faint- 
ing to bed. it was morning before I came to the 
p«)ssession of ray faculties, when 1 saw my compa- 
nion and preserver silting by my bed-side, and ex- 
pressing in his looks the tenderest concern for my 
situation. My wounds had been dressed, and I was 
every way so much recnveryii as to be able to con- 
verse with him, which as soon as he perceived, he 
took me by the hand, and addressed me thus :— ' Let 
it support you, my dear sir, to be assured that you 
are here under the kindest and most hospitable roof 
that the sun shines upon ; and the people to whom 
we are indebted for such a seasnuable relief, are some - 
of the best, if not the wealthiest, on eartli. But if 
von, sir, h.ive reason to rejoice, how supremely 
liappy ought I to consider myself, not because my 
life has been preserved, for that is of no high price, 
but because in this place I have recovered that fc 
which I most should wish to live — the best and moi 
affectionate of wives ! My poor Matilda would fo 
low me yesterday to the camp, in spite of all m 
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persuauons: I would fain have lodged her in tin 

nrison at Hamelen; but a something which iba 
dreamed a week before, had made auch a glooia|; 
impreuion on her spirits, that she would not patt 
from me till we look the field against the enemy. 
Having heard that J was among the slain, >ihe betoolc 
herself last night to this little cottage, which is al- 
ways open to misfortune, determined to search the, 
field over as soon aa it was light, tor the body of her. 
husband, to wash its wounds with her tears, and per- 
haps to lay down her life by its side. You ma3r 
imagine, sir, what a delicious interview we have- 
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already sustained." PoorEugenio! Aahcspokcthie,^ 
his head dropped upon his breast, his heart's blood \ 
filled the veins of his temples ; a tear glistened on \ 
his cheek; and his bosom struggled with a sigh, ) 
which at length broke from its prison, and gave him / 
apparent relief After a pause of some moments, \ve/ 
continued thus: 

" Every feature in the face I was now conten*- 
plating, was bold, and would have been masculine, 
were it not for a certain dimpled expression about 
the mouth, which sent forth innumerable graces over 
the whole countenance. She was a native of a 
Danish island in the West Indies; — indeed, nothing 
could be less German than the cast of her features : 
her hair vras nearly black, but hung upon one of the 
whitest necks in the world, in glossy ringlets ; and 
her long sweeping lashes shaded a pair of large 
lustrous eyes, the whites of which, though sparkling 
like crystal, were streaked with two or three blood' 
shot veins, in which there was such a dance of the 
spirits, as brought her whole aoul into her counte- 
nance: her nose was very large and aquiline; her 
complexion a clear brown; the form of her face 
oval ; and her forehead divided into cnmpartments, 
by a large blue vein, which seemed to swell with the 
workings of the brain, and which gave such an in- 
tensenesa to her looks, as doubled the force of her 
meaning, and claimed homage from every beholder. 
Her husband was a yonng man every way worthy 
of her, and the trueat soldier I ever beheld. His 
'looks were full of spirit, tempered with an extraordi- 
nary gravity ; his deportment solemn and taciturn; 
hia make uncommonly robust; his face not hand- 
some, but dignified and benevolent: he had littlr 
hair on his head, but a profusion of it in hiswhiskt" 
under which, however, his mouth was well sha 
and expressive, and his teeth delicately wl 
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When on horseback and equipped for the field, be 
was the nfiost martial figure in the whole army. His 
element was the camp ; an4 he always seemed most 
possessed and collected, in the moment of greatest 
peril. A thousand times have I seen him weep at 
the commonest tales of distress, and at such scenei 
as the chances of battle were continually presenting 
before his eyes ; and then, in a minute after, rush 
like a lion into the thick of the fight, whence be 
would sometimes return with the enemy's colours ia 
his hands. 

*' We remained about a month under this kind 
roof, and in the mean time I was perfectly cured of 
my wounds. One day, as we walked round the tcr^ 
ritory of our poor host, my companion and preserrcr 
thus addressed me. — ^ I am happy beyond measure, 
Eugenio, that our care has been so completely re- 
warded by the restoration of your health. Yoa 
have doubtless seen enough of the military life, to be 
heartily weary of such a course of danger and hard* 
ship. You have too, most certainly, dear firiends, 
who wish for your return ; and you have abilities to 
«hine in a more peaceful profession* I am a soldier, 
and nothing else : my home is the camp ; and my 
wife, who is my only friend, attends me wherever I 
go. It is my determination to follow the army of 
the magnanimous king of Prussia, whose virtue I 
venerate, and who will reward my exertions in hit 
service. My wife and myself always carry our fiwr- 
tune about with us. We have enough to enable yoa 
to travel homewards with comfort, and to reward this 
poor cottager for his kind reception of us besides.* 
This was the first sensation resembling joy, which 1 
had felt for a length of time. My colour however 
rose in my face, to think that so noble a fnead 
should imagiue me capable of deserting him. I 
strained him to my bosom witl^ sincere delighjt» ami 
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assured h!m that nothing should induce me to leave 
him, while 1 thought my company would give him 
pleasure, or render him service. It was determined, 
therefore, between us, to set out in a fortnight {or the 
Prussian army. In the mean time Matilda's heaftb 
declined, and a cold which ahe had caught in the 
offices of hnmanity had fixed itself upon her lungs. 
It was with the greatest difficulty we persuaded her 
to remain where she was, till the conclusion of the 
next campaign. My friend left the greatest part of 
the little money he possessed, between Matilda, and 
the poor cottager and his wife ; and, on the 15th of 
October, we bent our course, disguised in the habits 
of peasants, towards the place where the Prussiaa' 
troops, under the command of their illustrious moo- 
arch, lay encamped. 

" The valour of my friend was sufficiently known' 
to procure him a welcome reception ; and we were 
both in time to participate in the victory of Rosbach, 
which happened on the 5th of November following. 
It is unnecessary to relate the particulars of this bat- 
tle : it is enough to say, that my companion and my- 
self, the one pushed on by his mettle and courage, 
the other urged by desperation, drew the attention 
of the sovereign and his whole army upon us, in the. 
conduct of that memorable day. We followed the 
fortunes of this gallant prince, through a course of 
splendid victories, till, at the siege of Olmutz, a fatal 
stop was put to our career, and afresh subject of sor- 
row was added to those mournful recollections with 
which my mind was oppressed. 

" We were talcing too close a view of the enemy's 
vorks, when my friend received a mortal wour 
and fell by my side. What my feelings wer< 
snch a orisia I shall leave you to imagine. He 
a(>plied his handkerchief to the wound j and 
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against this lelf-same trep, fainting with my wounds, 
and disposing myself for death. Again I seemed to 
hear the sounds of horses' hoofs ; again to see the 
lifted sabre : again I thought I heard, in the hollow 
breeses as they passed me, the comforting voice of 
my departed friend ; till at length my fancy was so 
worked upon by my feelings, that I thought several 
thnes I saw his spirit move before me. I raised my 
eyes, and beheld the same light gleaming from the 
cottage where the poor Matilda was letl. My legs 
scarce supported me till I reached the door. "^ 

"How shall 1 describe the scene which succeeded! 
The fewest words will do it best. Matilda lay on her 
poor mattress, the prey of that disorder which had 
seized her the week before our departure. She could 
hardly raije her languid head ; but when she did, 
was to recognise me, with a look so piercingly ter 
dfir, tliat I thought 1 must have died ere I could ex- 
pose thp fatal token. As 1 fell upon my knees, to 
bathe her hand with my tears, the bloody handker- 
chief dropped out of my bosom upon the bed. When 
I saw what was done, my eyes fastened tremblingly 
upon hers, where however 1 could perceive but little 
emotion. It was too late — her pulse was fluttering — 
her hand was convulsed— Surely death was never 
so kind as now. She drew, however, the handker- 
chief to her, and could just articulate — Bury it with 
mef — Poor Matilda! It was indeed buried with 
thee, but not till it was as wet with my tears as it 
had been with thy husband's blood. Alas! how 
ofi«n has it been my fate to follow the virtuous to 
the grave ! — But Heaven's will be done ! — it will be 
reward enough, if one virtuous jnan shall weep over ' 
Eugeaio's tomb." 
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impressions, I imagined this ta be a real summODi, 
and instantly resolved upon my little pilgrim^. 
The stars shone very bright ; and every terrestrial 
object being veiled in darkness, the heavens seemed 
to sttnd forth as the great subject of contemplation 
to man. I have always loved these midnight ram- 
bles ; — in a mind properly constituted, they never 
fail to engender wholesome resolutions, which, though 
they generally vanish with the darkness, yet I am 
persuaded they often leave a kind of glow in the 
mind, like the flushing that sometimes remains on 
the cheek afur a happy dream, and gives a gracefiU 
colouring to the features which lasts through the 
day. But here the comparison ends : the dye upon 
the cheek survives but a little time the cause which 
occasioned it; but the mind is so influenced by 
babit, that it gathers strength with every struggle, 
and retEuns for ever the vestiges of virtuous ex- 
ertions. 

" 1 do love indeed to feel my rpirit mounting 
xbove the low-thouphted anxieties and petty troubles 
of this existence, till it reaches ' the fiery-wheeled 
throne of the cherub Cuntemplation.t I knew no- 
thing, I confess, of the resources and satisfactions 
f)rovided for us in this self- converse, this silent soli- 
oquy, till the many meeting circumstances of that 
night conspired to produce in me a new train of rea- 
soning and reflections. Much of what I held most 
dear on earth had just been withdrawn from me ; the 
earth itself was obscured ; my thoughts, therefore, 
were involuntarily thrown upon the subject of an- 
other existence, and turned upwards to those views 
of fiiturity vrhich make every thing in this world 
look trifling and diminutive, except in the relation 
thev bear to those views, (low can we reL'ard that 
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that system upon system, without feeling every 
petty ambition perish within us, as village honoors 
lose their relish when the splendid preferments of 
the city are opened to us, or as lesser cares retire, 
when ermines, sceptres, and diadems, are placed 
within our refich ! 

'* These thoughts occupied me till I reached the 
grave of M^ilda. Here, after some moments of in- 
voluntary sadness, a lucid calmness took possession 
of my spirits, to which 1 had hitherto been a perfect 
stranger. In this favourable position, my judge- 
ment and all the powers of my intellect seemed to 
gather unusual strength ; and 1 felt on a sudden such 
a sovereignty of mind as 1 would not have exchang- 
ed for any throne in Christendom. 1 threw my 
thoughts back upon my past history, in which every 
thing now appeared absurd and unaccountable. I 
saw clearly how much I had mistaken my better in- 
terests, and how touch I had misemployed the force 
of my understanding. I saw too, that the only 
means of preserving the balance of the mind when 
nature has bestowed upon us too large a share of 
feeling for the occasions of this existence, is to dedi- 
cate a just portion of it to the higher objects and in- 
terests of an awful futurity. 

*' A distempered sensibility, and an irritable frame 
of mind, are the sure consequences of a high state of 
feelings, with a low state of religion. If they have 
no other passage but what this life supplies, they 
will necessarily act unkindly, and produce continual 
conflict and disorder : operating, as it were, accord- 
ing to a law of physics, by which the impetus is in- 
creased in proportion to the narrowness of the vent 
I reflected on the short journey through this state 
which that excellent young person had made, a^ 
whose turf I was reclming ; I recollected her fiijlb 
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lime countenance, and those rays of an immortal 
mind that were shot from her eyes ; I recollected 
that luminous inteUigence that was spread over her 
face; and, above sdl, that indescribable spiritual 
something that played about the dimples of her 
mouth. I then cast my eyes downwards upon the 
barren spot which covered her remains ; and asked 
myself if so much excellence was made only to 
come to this at last ? or if all that feeling and all 
that intellectual beauty, with which these mortal re- 
mains were once animated and illumined^ were made 
only for the occasions of her poor perishable body, 
and the objects of an existence that was thus to ter- 
minate its course ? The many delightful conclusions 
which branched out from this thought, held me in a 
delicious state of mind till every star retired that 
studded the canopy above me. Jn the mean time, 
every proud thought retired together with them; 
and I felt it an unpardonable shame for a mind en- 
dued with immortality, and destined to another 
range of objects dispersed through an infinity of 
space, and which, in the circumscribed and feeble 
views of them atlbrded us at present, fill our souls 
with rapture and delight — for a mind that has such 
promises held up to it, to found its pride on the cir- 
cumstances of a paltry existence like that we at pre- 
sent enjoy, or to consider them as entitled to engross 
all its sensibilities, and to exercise the full measure of 
its powers and capacities. 

" From this moment I date the entrance of a phi- 
losophy into my mind, which has brought with it a 
thousand satisfactions and delights : of a philosophy, 
not of that dry and factitious sort which consists of 
the cold propositions of ethics, and involves itself in 
a labyrinth of logical subtleties; but of that authen- 
tic, plain, and practical kind, that regulates the feel- 
ings, while it interests the heart ; that corrects our 
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ever, as they received the intelligence of this dUtresa- 
fill circumstance, another letter brought them infor* 
muion, that the money .jvas paid by some unknown 
band, and the matter still remains a perfect mystery 
to us all. 

" My father did not recover his peace of mind to- 
gether with the liberty of his person. His spirit was 
woimded by the degradation which he conceived him 
self to have undergone ; and being conscious that his 
situation was such as to subject him to more vesa- 
tion<«of the same nature, he look the sudden resolu- 
tion of leaving the country, and of trying once more 
his fortune in the field, under the victorious banners 
of prince Ferdinand. This project, so desperate for 
a man of his years, but so natural to a man of his 
completion, and which was t«o speedily executed to 
allow us any time for interference, did not surprise ua 
8o much as the conduct of Mr. Laurens, which gave 
us hardly less vexation and sorrow. He happened 
to be at our house at the time of this unfortunate 
event, where he scarcely waited to hear the particu- 
lars related ; but taking an abrupt leave, set off for 
London, and was not heard of till about a week ago, 
when a letter from my father informed us that they 
were both together in the army of the prince, ^ucti 
an account could not but fill us with extreme sur- 
prise ; but nothing perplexed us so much as the af- 
fectionate zeal of this same young gentleman, who 
seemed to have followed my father out of pure re- 
sard, and to whode unexampled friendship, as the 
letter expressed, he was indebted for every comfort 
he enjoyed. When we compared this extraordinary 
generosity with the seeming insensibility of other 



» **' lOOKEB-OH. K" 59. 

begun to occasion Qs the greatest alarm for her 
health, fixed me in my resolution of makiog a 
fresh joumey abroad, to unravel, if possible, these 
mysteries, and to persuade my father to return to 
his disconsolate home. This, sir, is the errand on 
which I am embarking, and hearen knows with what 
heavy presages on my heart. If, however, it shall 
please God to crown my embassy with success, I 
think the frame of mind in which I am every day- 
growing more confirmed, will at least enable me to 
live without repining ; to meet events with patience, 
if not with complacency ; and to make a more tiber 
and solid use of my talents, than I have hitherto 

Eugenio ended; and we were all much comforted 
Jiy his last assurance, which left us reason to hope 
that as his feelings grew more sedate, and less exact- 
ing, hia mind would daily become more accommo- 
dated to the ordinary course and complexion of life. 
He remained three days under this hospitable roof, 
and we had the satisfaction of thinking that our con- 
versation had somewhat conduced to improve the fa- 
vourable turn that was manifestly taking place in his 
thoughts and sentiments. We did not at length part 
without a thousand promises, on each side, to cement 
this triple alliance so auspiciously begun, and a par- 
ticular assurance from Eugenio, that he would ever 
consider as the most essential article of the treaty, the 
duly of exerting all the strength of his reason, to 
T^ompleie the victory he was so near obtaining over 
he violence of his feelings. Soim after hisdeparture, 
'e could observe that Amelia grew more pensive than 
-as natural to her, and more fond of the little bower 
t the end of the walk, where Eugenio had told his 
ale : she was frugal, however, of her remarks on his 
history, and seemed somewhat afraid of trusting hec- 
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■elf with hia name, leat it should escape in a sigfa, or i 

force from her an inroluntary comment ia the blush * 

upon her cbeek. 

Mr. Barvilte, in the mean time, felt some consola- 
tion for the loss of his son, in the discovery of a | 
young roan so fashioned to his own opinions, and so k 
worthy of his friendship ; and from some intimations, l| 
I could perceive that he was often on the point of re* V 
greiting that this excellent young lady, hid daughter, 
was engaged to become thu wife of a person at that 
lime in the east, upon his return to Eogland, 

As the cottage where the family of Eu^enio re- 
sided was not a great way from Mr. Barville's house, 
this gentleman took frequent occasions of paying 
them consolatory visits in bis absence j and was i 

greatly instrumental in keeping up the spirits of j 

Sophia, and inclining her to put the most favourable 
constructions on the conduct of her lover. In the 
mean time, it pleased Providence not to disappoint 
these gentle hopes, and to prepare a course of eventit , 

that was lo recompense them amply for what sorrows 
they had hitherto endured. In a month after Euge- 
nic s departure, they leceived from him a letter, re- J 
plete with the most joyful intelligence. He had sue- I 
ceeded in finding both the father and the lover, whose I 
tnerit.s made it easy to trace them where virtue had I 
met with opportunities of displaying itself. They 
had passed under the appellation of Nisus and Eury- 
alus — such was the allection they bore each other, 
and their reciprocal services in the time of action 
and danger. A slight wound, which Laurens had re- I 
ceived, was at present the only obstacle to their return. I 

Soon after the receipt of this letter, an event hap- I 

pened, that scarcely yielded to it in the delight '■ % 

casiooed to both of these ladies, but particul' 
the tender Sophia. One morning they we 
prised with a visit from the person into whosi 
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and her iii(4her were in their gayest attire ; garlands 
were hung out at the door ; and the rooms were de- 
corated with a thousand devices expressive of this 
happy occasion, about which the young lady had em- 
ployed herself, instead of sleeping, the preceding 
night. Every wind was converted into a voice ; a 
thousand times thev were sure they heard the rum- 
bling of carriage-wheels; and I was continually 
stopped in the midst of a grave observation, to hear 
the latchet of the outward gate. No morning was 
ever so tediously long. At length the moment ar- 
rived — a moment which 1 shall never forget The 
three travellers entered, and a scene ensued, of which 
it would be folly to attempt a description. 

I was surprised beyond measure to see young 
Laurens, instead of rushing into Sophia's arms, fling 
himself upon his knees before Mr. Barville, who 
raised him, and fell upon his neck with such a melt- 
ing affection, as presently drew the attention of the 
company towWs them, and painted a momentary 
ch^rin on the face of Sophia. This, however, was 



